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 In Parshas Balak, Bilaam praised the Jewish people by saying, “Hashem does not look at evil in 
Yaakov, and He has not seen iniquity in Israel; Hashem, his G-d, is with him, and the King’s teruah is in 
him” (Bamidbar 23:21). The Degel Machaneh Ephraim writes (see Parshas Balak and Rosh Hashana) that even if a 
person sins, he will certainly repent due to the fact that he possesses a G-dly portion from Above. The 
reason for this is that the Torah, Hashem, and the Jewish people are all one (Zohar HaKadosh, Vol. 3 73a). The 
source of the Jewish neshama comes from the Torah. Accordingly, even when a Jew sins gravely, he is 
nevertheless a holy spark with a G-dly portion from Above, and he will definitely do teshuvah, for he is 
unable to separate himself from Hashem and the Torah, since they are literally within him.  

This concept is hinted to by Bilaam’s words, “Hashem does not look at evil in Yaakov,” as 
“Yaakov” alludes to those Jews who are on a low spiritual level, and, “He did not find iniquity in Israel,” 
meaning that ultimately, Hashem will not see sins among the Jewish people, since they will repent. This is 
due to the fact that “Hashem, his G-d, is with him,” together as one, for man is a G-dly portion from Above. 
Additionally, “the teruah of his King is in him,” meaning the Torah which is hinted to by the word תרועה, 
whose letters spell 'תורה ע, alluding to the 70 ways in which the Torah can be interpreted. The Torah is 
inside every Jew, for Hashem and the Torah are one. Therefore, we should never despair or cast aside one 
who has sinned, for he will certainly do teshuvah. 

 With this introduction, we can understand amazing insights into our holy Torah. The Torah says, 
“These are the words that Moshe spoke to the entire nation in Ever HaYarden in the wilderness in the plain, 
opposite Suf, between Paran and Tofel, and Lavan and Chatzeiros and Di Zahav” (Devorim 1:1). Rashi writes 
that because Moshe was coming to rebuke the people by mentioning all the places that they angered 
Hashem, he spoke generally and only hinted to them, not mentioning their sins explicitly because of the 
honor of the Jewish people.  

If so, the Alshich HaKadosh questions how Moshe could also say to them, “You were rebels with 
Hashem your G-d from the day that I knew you” (Devorim 9:24), without any regard for their honor? Further, 
the Shem MiShmuel (Parshas Vaeschanan) questions how Moshe could say such harsh words – “You were 
rebels with Hashem your G-d from the day that I knew you” – without worrying that they could cause 
terrible despair, which is worse than anything? Additionally, the Minchas Elozar from Munkatch questions 
why Moshe said, “You were rebels with Hashem your G-d,” when seemingly it would have been more 
precise to say, “You were rebels against Hashem your G-d?” 

 The Minchas Elozar answers that every Jew possesses a holy spark from Above. Accordingly, when 
a Jew sins, he is acting with the G-dly portion that is within him. This is why Moshe said, “You were rebels 
with Hashem your G-d,” meaning that when you sinned, it was with Hashem Himself, for He is within you. 
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From this perspective, the Shem MiShmuel’s question appears to be even stronger. How could Moshe 
Rabbeinu speak such strong words of rebuke, which could break even the strongest of people, without worrying 
that he may cause them to fall into the depths of despair? 

In reality, by saying, “You were rebels with Hashem from the day I knew you,” Moshe was actually 
strengthening and encouraging the Jewish people. The Degel Machaneh Ephraim writes that every Jew will 
certainly repent, since Hashem, the Torah, and the Jewish people are one, and therefore a Jew, who is part of 
Hashem, is unable to separate himself from the Creator and the Torah, for Hashem and the Torah are one, and 
therefore a Jew must do teshuvah. This is the true depth of Moshe’s intentions in saying, “You were rebellious with 
Hashem your G-d,” for Hashem is within you. However, for this very reason, it is incumbent upon you to strengthen 
yourself, because since you are a part of Hashem, you are guaranteed to repent and not be cast aside. Moshe 
Rabbeinu is giving us a message that lights up the way for every Jew wherever he is, that even if he rebelled against 
Hashem, even through the gravest of sins, he will certainly rise up from the darkness to tremendous light, for 
Hashem is within him, and it is impossible for him to separate from Hashem, and he will certainly do teshuvah. 

For this reason, Moshe said, “You were rebellious with Hashem” – in the past tense – instead of “You are 
rebellious” in the present tense, since he was coming to strengthen them by telling them that every Jew, even if he 
has fallen to the greatest depths, will definitely repent, and his sins will remain in the past (see Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh 

Devorim 31:27). 

With this introduction, the Alshich HaKadosh’s question regarding why Moshe was unconcerned with the 
dignity of the Jewish people is now answered, as we now understand that through these very words, Moshe gave 
the Jewish people the greatest honor possible.  

There are Jews who live their entire lives without recognizing who they truly are. They identify themselves 
with their physical bodies. For a Jew to view himself as a body is the greatest disgrace possible in the world. A Jew 
is not a corporeal body, but rather a lofty neshama and G-dly portion from Above. To reveal that I am a G-dly 
portion from Above is to reveal my true honor. For this reason, the neshama is called כבוד, as the verse says  למען

א ידוםיזמרך כבוד ול  – so that כבוד should sing to You and not remain silent” (Tehillim 30:13). The commentators (Metzudos 

Tzion, Malbim, and others) explain that the word כבוד refers to the neshama. Any honor other than that due to my identity 
as a G-dly soul from Above is false and imagined. 

Accordingly, with the words, “You were rebellious with Hashem your G-d,” Moshe Rabbeinu revealed to 
every Jew his true honor, namely that he is a pure neshama and a G-dly portion from Above, even when he is sunk 
in sin and rebelling against Hashem. Specifically because of his soul and his eternal connection to his Father in 
Heaven, he will certainly emerge from darkness to great light. 

These insights teach us the importance of understanding the true depth of everything that transpires in our 
lives. A Jew can hear, “You were rebellious with Hashem your G-d” and become completely broken and fall into 
terrible depression, thinking that he is evil and hated before Hashem. This is all due to the fact that love of Hashem 
is not fixed in his heart, to enable him to understand and perceive that everything that Hashem says to him through 
the events that take place in his life are messages to strengthen and encourage him. Everything is Hashem’s kindness 
and goodness. A thinking person who delves into it will understand that even if he hears the words, “You were 
rebellious with Hashem your G-d,” it all emanates from Hashem’s love for him, in an effort to honor him and 
encourage him to truly and sincerely return to Hashem. 

  
 
 

It is well-known that a person is a small world. In other words, if he views himself 
as a world, then he is small, but if he is small in his eyes, then he is a world. 

 

The Rebbe from Lechovitz 
 

! Sponsorships are greatly appreciated. continuePlease help MeAfar Kumi  
  

 TO RECEIVE THIS DVAR TORAH IN A WEEKLY E-MAIL PLEASE SEND A REQUEST TO   

MEAFARKUMI@GMAIL.COM 


