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‘Out of the fog’ –   'מתוך הערפל'
I bought a ten-seater van for work. When I took the vehicle for an 
annual inspection, it failed because the fog lights did not work. At that 
same time, I completed a driver education course, and the instructor 
taught us that fog lights are compulsory on vehicles only from a certain 
year on and my vehicle was from the year of production prior to the 
year in question and the inspector was not supposed to disqualify my 
vehicle because of this. 
I went back to the chief inspector and I told him that I had just learned 
the day before that according to the law I am not obligated to have fog 
lights and he cannot disqualify me for this. However, he remained 
stubborn in spite of the law… I calculated that to hire a lawyer and to 
fight the stubborn inspector in court would cost me more money than 
to fix the lights… I drove the car to an automotive electrician who 
found a small short in the vehicle’s electrical system, he fixed the 
problem and the vehicle passed the annual inspection. 
The truth is that I was very frustrated by the stubbornness of the 
inspector, but now that I saw the good that came from it, I realized that 
it was from Heaven that entered into the heart of the inspector to 
check the fog lights which had never been checked with me before and 
never tested in any previous annual inspection. 
This is what happened: 
I bought the vehicle and it turned out that the vehicle did not have a 
main locking button (one button that locks all the doors of the vehicle 
at once) and this bothered me a lot since this was a large vehicle and 
every day I had to go around to all the doors to open them and then 
when I parked the vehicle I had to go around locking all the doors, and 
this was rather bothersome when it rained. I went to the main office of 
the van maker to check if there was a problem with the main locking 
button. The inspector checked and explained to me that not all vans 
came with this device and if I wanted it installed it was expensive 
costing thousands of shekel, and I decided to let it go for the time 
being… 
Now, by fixing the electrical problem with the fog lights, the short in 
the central locking button was also fixed, despite being told that not all 
vans had this button, and Hashem placed the stubbornness in the heart 
of the inspector to help me with the main locking button and save me 
from my daily hassle. 
With thanks to Hashem. 
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And Eisav went-and he took – ויקח-ילך עשיוו  
There was a man in Yerushalayim who happened to be quite 
large physically. Every day he would go into the famous 
‘Brazil’ bakery in Yerushalayim and silence his hunger with all 
types of baked goods. When his wife, the Rabbanit, saw that 
her husband, the Rav, was gaining a lot of weight, she was 
concerned for his health. She sat down and arranged a 
special menu and put him on a diet. With much devotion, 
she would prepare healthy meals for him from the menu, 
however, after three months the Rebbetzin saw that there 
was no physical change to the Rav’s body and she could not 
understand how this was possible. She decided to ask him, 
‘My dear husband, how is it possible that for the last three 
months I have worked hard preparing a special menu for 
your diet and I still do not see any change in you?’ 
In his wisdom, the Rav replied, ‘I follow the diet of Eisav’. The 
Rebbetzin did not understand, was this a diet that she had 
never heard of? The Rav explained it to her, ‘In our parsha it 
states (28:8):  ...וירא עשיו כי רעות בנות כנען בעיני יצחק אביו'

 And Eisav‘ – ויקח את מחלת בת ישמעאל... על נשיו לו לאשה'
saw that the daughters of Canaan were evil in the eyes of 
Yitzchak, his father… and he took Machalas, the daughter of 
Yishmael… in addition to his wives, as a wife for himself.’ The 
Rav explained, ‘when Eisav saw that the daughters of Canaan 
were evil in the eyes of his father, he decided to take 
another wife, and so he did, however, he did not divorce his 
first wives. This is my diet, every day I eat the special food 
that you prepare for me and I then I go to ‘Brazil’ bakery as I 
used to and I eat what I have always eaten…’ 
Really, we have to understand what happened, on the one 
hand, the Torah testifies that Eisav wanted to follow in the 
path of his father, but from the results we see that this was 
not so, rather, as Rashi says ‘he added wickedness upon his 
wickedness’ and the reason is because he did not want to 
change his earlier ways. He wanted to be a real Tzaddik like 
his father, but he could not overpower his desire and to 
forego his sins, this he was not willing to do. 
This is what we must remember, when we want to correct 
and improve our deeds, we must first abandon the bad in 
the category of סור מרע – ‘turn from evil’ and after that  עשה

 do good’. If a person only wants to be a Tzaddik but he‘ – טוב
is not prepared to turn from his ways and bad habits, then 
this seems to be the diet of Eisav... 
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The choice at this juncture demonstrates the nature of the person, 
as long as there were not two paths before the person, then his 
turning is not a matter of choice, and so it does not reflect his 
nature. However, when he merits to attain holiness, and there are 
two roads before him, we consider his choice towards evil 
establishes his nature, that is, he truly wants what is bad rachmana 
litzlan. Only if he accepts the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven upon 
him and he chooses good, this is a sign that his nature and mindset 
are fine. 
So that the young man will choose good, it is incumbent on him to 
know that this is the will of his Creator. He must also know that 
from then on, he becomes a ‘Bar Mitzvah’ and he receives reward 
for his good deeds, and on the other hand, there will be retribution 
if he chooses evil chas v’shalom. This awareness gives him the 
strength and desire to choose good and turn himself towards the 
light of holiness which shines on him for the first time. Even though 
the Evil Inclination tries to lift its hand to hide this light, 
nevertheless, this awareness instills in his heart the fear and the 
strength for good to overpower evil, and then the light returns to its 
original position. For without this awareness it is very difficult to 
choose good because of normal human nature. As we have 
previously stated, the Evil Inclination gathers its strength against the 
Good Inclination, however, once he has achieved this awareness he 
will have the strength to change his nature and he will be able to 
empower himself with the inner strength for good by following the 
counsel of his Good Inclination. 
Based on what we have discussed, it is understandable why the 
deeds of the lads were not discernable until they reached the age of 
thirteen, for as we have stated, the deeds that they had done did 
not reflect their natures. However, when they turned thirteen years 
old and the Good Inclination entered their hearts, then the battle of 
the Inclinations began, and there was no need to ‘discern’ as they 
were able to establish their direction whether for good or for bad, 
then their natures were revealed.  
The Torah saw fit to relate this, so that young people would be 
made aware of this, and prepare for that time, for when a person 
knows ahead of time that his enemy intends to defeat him, and tells 
him that he will attack him on a certain day, he will be prepared and 
have his bow at the ready, however, if he is not aware of this, then 
his enemy can confront him at any time and easily defeat him. The 
Torah saw fit to save the young from this danger. 
However, even if the young are not aware that these harsh waves 
are coming against him, he should be disheartened, even if he 
stumbles because of them, rather, he should know from then on 
that he is fighting the battle for Torah, and he must fight the 
Inclination for then there is still the possibility for good to win over 
evil, and to elevate in levels of service. 
The young know that once good conquers evil, he will realize that 
there is no substance to the enticements of the Inclination, and he 
will rejoice with great joy that his heart did not turn after it. 
However, this feeling will not last long, for that which his Good 
Inclination enabled him to rise to higher levels, the afore-mentioned 
Chazal will be fulfilled in him and the Evil Inclination will double its 
strength as in any battle, but this time he can easily defeat his 
Inclination, once he has learned how to fight in battle. Still, he must 
realize that this is an ongoing war for the rest of his life from the 
time he turned thirteen years old, and he must constantly strive to 
empower the good so that it can always conquer and defeat the 
evil.  
 
  
 

ציד איש שדה ויעקב איש תם ישב ויגדלו הנערים ויהי עשו איש ידע  
 )כה:כז(אהלים: 

The lads grew up and Eisav became a man who knows trapping, a 
man of the field, But Yaakov was a wholesome man, abiding in 
tents. (25:27) 
Rashi explains: All the while that they were small, they were not 
distinguishable in their behavior, and no one could discern in them 
what their nature was. Once they turned thirteen years old, this one 
set out for the houses of study and the other one set out for 
idolatry. 
The word Torah, means teaching, and we have already mentioned 
numerous times the words of Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai in the Zohar 
HaKodesh (Section 3 149b): If someone would say that the intent of 
the Torah when it relates any story is just to tell the story, he would 
get angry. The purpose of the Torah telling any story is to teach a 
person the ways of life and this is exemplified by the word ‘Torah’ 
which means ‘teach’. Therefore, we must consider and analyze 
every detail of the stories in the Torah, to understand what lesson 
the Torah wanted to teach through it. 
Based on the explanation of the above-mentioned Rashi, the Torah 
is coming to teach the ways to do battle against our Inclination 
which wants to turn our hearts from the correct path. We see from 
this story that until they were thirteen years old they were not 
discernable in their behavior, and by the time they were thirteen, 
they no longer had to be meticulous in their actions, as they 
themselves were already prominent and significant. It is fitting to 
understand why their natures were not previously discernable, and 
secondly, why was their nature revealed when they turned thirteen? 
The answer to this is, until a person grows up it is impossible to 
discern his nature, for although the Inclination stirs within him from 
the moment he comes into the world, still, it does not overpower 
the person to turn from the correct path until the Good Inclination 
enters the chambers of his heart. Even if we see that sometimes, 
even a young child is enticed by his Inclination and he turns a little 
towards evil, still, it does not arouse in him the strength to stumble 
severely rachmana litzlan. Also, there is no indication as to his 
nature while there is still no Good Inclination at all, and so he 
automatically turns towards bad. But, when he turns thirteen and 
reaches adulthood, then the Good Inclination enters him, and once 
this happens the Evil Inclination gathers its strength, it is only then 
that the person is caught in the battle of the Inclinations. On the one 
hand, for the first time he is stimulated towards the true things of 
holiness, something that comes about with the entrance of the 
Good Inclination into the inner chamber of his heart. However, on 
the other hand, he is overwhelmed by the strong desire of the 
negative influence, stemming from the Evil Inclination. This negative 
influence is not satisfied with just equaling the power of the Good 
Inclination, rather, it gathers more strength to go to war against it 
and completely overpower it. It is at this point that for the first time 
the words of Chazal are fulfilled with him (Succah 52a) ‘whoever is 
greater than his fellow, his Inclination is greater as well’. Until this 
point he is a child, and he did not have as difficult an Evil Inclination, 
however, since he has grown older and his tendency towards good 
has increased, so too has the power of the Evil Inclination increased 
to sway his heart to sin. Then he stands at a crossroads and he must 
decide which way to turn.    
 

 הדרכה לצעירי הצאן במלחמת היצר
Guidance for the young in the war against the 
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