
מדות של רחמים י"ג  – The 13 Midos of Rachamim 

 

 
 

The following is a (loose) translation of the 13 Middos Shel Rachamim from the Sefer HaToda'ah by HaRav Eliyahu Ki Tov Zt"L 
based on the Talmud Rosh Hashana 17b.  (There are many other interpretations by Rishonim, Achronim, and Mekubalim, on many 

different levels, but the following is the simplest and most concise way of understanding them.) 
 

  

1) Hashem: I am Hashem the merciful one before man sins, even though I know he will eventually 
sin. 
 
2) Hashem: I am the merciful one even after man sins (and repents) 
 
3) Kail: Kail is another expression of Hashem's Midas HaRachamim (attribute of mercy) 
 
4) Rachum: I have mercy on poor people... 
 
5) V'Chanun: ...and I have compassion for affluent people as well 
 
6) Erech Apayim: Hashem delays his anger and punishment and patiently awaits our Teshuva 
(repentance) 
 
7) V'Rav Chesed: Hashem acts with compassion even to those without much of their own merits 
 
8) V'Emes: Hashem rewards those who do His will 
 
9) Notzer Chesed L'Alafim: Hashem remembers the Chesed that man does, for thousands of 
generations 
 
10) Nosei Avon: Hashem carries mankind's sins (that were done intentionally) and holds on to them. 
(Doesn't punish right away and patiently waits for them to repent) 
 
11) V'Pesha: Hashem also carries mankind's defiant sins (that were done in rebellion) and patiently 
waits for Teshuvah to be done before punishing. 
 
12) V'ChaTa'ah: Hashem also carries mankind's unintentional sins (that were done inadvertently) 
 
13) V'Nakeh [Lo Yenakeh]: Hashem wipes the slate (of sins) clean for those who repent, but not for 
those who remain unrepentant. 
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