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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS VAYEIZEI תשע"ח 

WHEN IS A BROTHER A BROTHER 

In today’s culture, if one wants to get an individual’s attention and focus, all he has to 

do is to wave his magical wand and in a warm, embracing, and inviting manner, call out 

to that individual using the term brother or bro for short and mission accomplished. 

Immediately, after hearing this type of welcome, that individual will let down his guards 

and anxiety, and is already prepped to respond. After all, a brother is a blood relative, a 

sibling, someone whom you grew up with in a special familiarity and closeness. In short, 

such a name conveys warmth and relationship even though one may never have met 

the person you are addressing. Surprisingly enough, we even find that a father calls his 

children, his brothers. This is mentioned in this week’s parsha (31,46) And Yaakov said 

to his brothers gather stones and make a heap and they ate there by the heap. Rashi 

comments that the title brothers in this context, is referring to his own children who 

stood by his side in times of his tzarah and battle.   

We find the same term אחים mentioned in this parsha, however there it refers to 

Lavan’s sons (31,54). And Yaakov sacrificed by the mountain and he called to his 

brothers to join and eat with him bread and they ate the bread and slept there. Rashi in 

this passuk explains the word אחים to mean the close friends of Yaakov who were 

Lavan’s sons. From where did Rashi know to derive the different identities to who the 

two mentioned Achim are referring? Secondly, how can the Torah call Lavan’s sons 

Yaakov’s beloved friends when they were the very ones who chased after him for the 

purpose of killing him? 

The Tolner Rebbe Shilita answers this with a gemarah in Shabbos 32a. The storekeeper 

who has access to riches will find that he suddenly has many brothers and friends, but 

when losses and poverty besets him he will discover all his so called brothers have 

deserted him. The Bais Yisrael ztl of Ger once remarked, concerning the funeral of a 

tremendous philanthropist for Mosdos Hatorah, that it was attended only by a very 

small crowd. The explanation was that twenty years before he died the niftar lost all his 

money and he could no longer donate as he did before. But during his heyday there 

wasn’t a mosad who did not benefit from him in a big way, and there wasn’t a simcah 

that the niftar celebrated without being accompanied by full page ads of mazal tov from 

all these benefitting mosdos.  I feel sorry for all those Rosh Yeshivos and Menahalim that 

didn’t attend because they will be summoned to a din and cheshbon concerning their 

lack of gratitude from all the sums of money that they received and benefitted from him 

all those pervious years.  
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Now we can understand Rashi and how he knew that the word אחים has two differing 

referrals. When Yaakov Avinu needed his “brothers” to help toil with him “hands on” to 

make a heap of stones, the only brothers he could find to be there for him were his own 

children, for they are always there with him during the challenge. However, when 

Yaakov made a “party” celebration, a lavish barbeque with wine tasting and rolling 

cigars, even his sworn enemies would attend and put on a smile and call you hey 

brother. 

What we can learn from the above is that not everyone who you think is your close 

chaver and brother really fulfills that title. Even if he shows up first at your Chasan Tish 

and your son’s Shalom Zachar and Bris, when you are in a tzara does he still take that 

first slot to be there for you? What you think is your Brother, is really just a “half” 

brother which is called merely a “Broth”, a savory liquid made of water. It is not the 

“hearty” fulfilling soup that has real contents and the nourishment that you are seeking 

in a loyal relationship. 

ים גם יחדהנה מה טוב ומה נעים שבת אח  (Tehillim 133,1). Who are these achim that 

Shlomo Hamelech is referring to? In the battle of Klal Yisrael and Amalek when they left 

Mitzrayim, their four leaders took different active roles in the battle. While Yehoshuah 

led the war on the battlefield, Ahraon Chur and Moshe remained on the hill and visibly 

demonstrated their involvement by davening for Yisrael’s victory. The acronym of these 

four individuals אהרן חור יהושע משה is אחים. The true Brothers are those that are there 

for each other in their time of need, thick and thin, besides their participating in the 

simchos.  

The word אח is gematriah nine. Nine is the mispar katan of 441 אמת. Multiples of nine 

also break down to mispar katan nine, 18,27,36,45,54,63,72, 81, 90, 99 etc. The reason 

being that the passuk says (Mishlei 12,19)  אמת תכון לעד truth never changes and is 

always constant. An אח is gematriah nine for his relationship with you is constant and 

he will be there for you in both happy and trying times.  True Brothers are there for Am 

Yisrael spreading to them the light of Hashem even amidst the darkness, and to those 

who are spiritually challenged and not the type of brothers that suddenly show their 

presence to celebrate and dance to the music on the day of redemption. 

Every Monday and Thursday the Baal Tefillah says after the reading of the Torah five  יהי

 Why .אחינו כל בית ישראל but rather with יהי רצון  The fifth one does not begin with .רצון

is the  יהי רצון omitted specifically here? The Belzer Rebbe answers that when we daven 

for the salvation of our brethren who are in tzarah or in captivity, that alone creates the 

greatest יהי רצון מלפני אבינו שבשמים. There is no need to ask for a עת רצון. As true 

brothers we are standing right in its center. 
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Gut Shabbos  

Rav Brazil             


