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FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

Beshalach 5777 

 

And it was when Pharaoh sent out the nation, G-d did not permit them to go the 

route via the Philistine land, though it was shorter, lest the nation regret [their 

exodus] when they see war and return to Egypt. (Shmos 13:17) 

The Torah tells us that the Jews leaving Egypt took the backroads instead of the freeway. 

Not that they were hiding, but because HaShem 

didn’t want them to encounter war immediately and 

decide to return to bondage. 

Therefore, He took them on a circuitous route, and 

not directly to the land of Israel. 

The Chazon Ish asks an obvious question: How could 

they have gone straight to Israel? They had to go to 

Mount Sinai to get the Torah and that was in the 

other direction! 

He gives two answers. His first answer is simply that 

HaShem would have given the Torah some other 

place. He could have given to them in Israel. 

However, since He didn’t want them taking the 

Philistine route, He gave the Jews the Torah at Sinai. 

His second answer is that HaShem could have first taken us to Israel, thereby fulfilling his 

promise to Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov, and then, after we arrived, we could have 

taken a field trip to Sinai to get the Torah. 

We can learn from this a very important lesson: We 

cannot predict what HaShem will do, nor feel that 

something MUST happen a certain way, or if it does that 

all is lost. 

Even though HaShem told Moshe that when they left 

Egypt the Children of Israel would “serve G-d on this 

mountain,” no options are closed to Him. 

HaShem could have given the Torah elsewhere, or taken 

the Jews to Sinai later, or even, as He did with Yaakov 

when he fell asleep, moved Sinai to the Jews. 

Whatever we are facing, we would be wise to remember 

this question and the answers, to remind us that to 

achieve His will, HaShem will even move mountains!  

Charlie Chaplin once told the audience a 

wonderful joke and everyone started 

laughing. 

 

Charlie repeated the joke and only few 

people laughed.  

 

He repeated the same joke a third time 

but this time no one laughed.  

 

Then he said these beautiful lines: 

 

"It is clear that you cannot laugh at the 
same joke again and again...  
 

So why do you cry again and again about 
the same worry?"  

 
(Based in part on a shiur by Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss Shlit”a) 

(The shiur was sponsored by JewishSpeechWriter.com) 
 

 



At the Seder, we say that one is obligated to see himself as if he had just left Egypt. The truth is, this is 
not something that only comes around once a year.   

The Mishna Berura (51:17) quotes the Zohar which says that when saying Az Yashir each morning, the 
song we sang in praise of HaShem for saving us from the Egyptians at the Yam Suf, one should do so 
with great joy and imagine that he is crossing the Red Sea that very moment. He continues that 
one who does so will have all his sins forgiven. 

Though he doesn’t explain why this is the case, perhaps we can conjecture that when a person imagines 
himself in the moment, as the recipient of G-d’s great beneficence, he creates a bond of love between them, 
when one would certainly not wish to do anything to displease his beloved. 

This is a form of Teshuva me’ahava, repentance from love, in which all one’s sins transform into mitzvos, 
for as much as he has fallen, that much more did he rise to come back to HaShem. 

 

Now You Know! 

Every week we have the 
fantastic gift of Shabbos. We 
eat three meals on Shabbos: 
Friday night, Saturday 
morning, and once again 
before sundown on Saturday 
afternoon. Did you ever 
wonder why we eat three 
meals? 

It’s actually based on a verse 
in this week’s Parsha. The 
Torah says regarding the 
double portion of the Mon, the 
miraculous food from heaven, 
which they received on Friday for Shabbos: “Eat it TODAY, for TODAY is Sabbath for G-d, TODAY 
you won’t find it in the field.” 

The three times the word today is mentioned correlate to three meals which we are to enjoy on 
Shabbos. Yum!!! 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
When the Jews didn’t have food, they complained that Moshe had taken them from Egypt to make 
the nation starve to death. In response, HaShem said, “I will rain down food for them from Heaven.” 

When they thirsted for water, HaShem told Moshe to take the staff with which he struck the river in 
Egypt and pass before the people. He would then look for HaShem’s presence standing before him by 
a rock. Moshe should then strike the rock and water would come forth. 

Why when they asked for food did G-d send it from Heaven, but when they asked for water, there 
was more effort involved? Perhaps, there is a word that clues us in. 

When they complained about food, they said the “nation” would starve. Regarding water, (16:3) they 
said, “Why did you take us from Egypt, to kill ME and MY children and MY flocks with thirst?” 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: How was G-d’s response different when they were thinking of others instead of 
themselves? HaShem is our father and we are his children: How do parents respond differently when their children get 
along or are selfishly thinking only of themselves? Could this thought affect how we view our relationship with others? 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 

Krias Yam Surf 


