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Cleaning Around the House 

 Cleaning with a cloth/ napkin may violate the prohibitions of wetting cloth 

and squeezing. 

 Wiping a large spill of water with certain materials may cause one to 

transgress the prohibition of wetting a garment (even in a non-laundering way) 

that Chazal prohibited to avoid the possibility that one may come to squeeze 

it out. 

 Certain surfaces may not be rubbed with water since this may involve the 

prohibition of laundering.  

What is the method of cleaning hard surfaces with water? 

Although there is no prohibition in cleaning a hard surface and rubbing it with water, it 

is forbidden to wet a cloth or squeeze liquid out of a towel or paper. Therefore, the 

method of cleaning soiled or sticky surfaces (including a kitchen counter, table 

eyeglasses etc.) is to apply water to the soiled/sticky area and wipe the water off using a 

dry paper napkin. 

Is it permissible to clean soft plastic such as a tablecloth on Shabbos? 

There is greater stringency with cleaning soft plastic as it may involve laundering when 

rubbing is done vigorously. Therefore, one may not rub water vigorously on a plastic 

tablecloth to clean it even when a towel is not utilized. 

What is the proper method of wiping a spill of water? 

To wipe a water spill, it is permitted to use a rag or a towel that one would not be 

concerned if it were to remain wet, and would therefore not be inclined to squeeze it dry; 

however, the use of paper towel is preferable when feasible. It is forbidden to use a 

garment (such as an undershirt) to wipe a large spill since this garment does not usually 

become wet and there is concern that one will squeeze it to remove the water. One must 

always be careful not to squeeze out any water while wiping a spill. 

Washcloths designated for cleaning are Muktze and may only be moved for their use or 

use of their place. 

Is it permissible to use glass or counter spray on Shabbos? 

It is forbidden to spray a substance for the purpose of shining glass or the counter. 

Spraying for the sole purpose of cleaning is permitted. 
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