
 

  )'יב' לד( ה משה לעיני כל ישראלולכל היד החזקה ולכל המורא הגדול אשר עש

And by all the strong hand and awesome power that Moshe performed 

before the eyes of all of the Jewish people. (34:12). 

Many seforim and mefarshim explain the connection between the end of 

the Torah, usually the last passuk, with the beginning, typically the first few 

words. Here the Zera Shimshon does so in two manners. 

The Gemara (Ta'anis 11a) says that when the Jewish people are suffering, 

as a whole or as a community, an individual (who for whatever reason isn't 

personally affected by the suffering) should not think to himself that since he 

isn't part of the suffering he can go to his house and eat and drink and be at 

peace, for such an individual will not merit the salvation that will ultimately 

come those suffering. Instead, he should join in with the suffering of the people. 

This the Gemara learns from Moshe Rabbeinu who by the war with 

Amalek held him hands up heavenward enabling the Jewish people to win. The 

passuk describes that Moshe Rabbeinu's hands were heavy. On this the Gemara 

asks, didn't Moshe Rabbeinu have a pillow that he could have leaned his hands 

on? The Gemara answers that since everyone else was suffering from being at 

war with Amalek, Moshe Rabbeinu did not want to allow himself the comfort of 

resting his hands on pillows. 

The Zera Shimshon now reads this lesson into the last passuk of the Torah 

to connect to the first. When the Torah says, "all the strong hand etc. that Moshe 

performed before the eyes of the Jewish people", it is referring to the way Moshe 

Rabbeinu held his hands strong while the Jewish people looked heavenward 

during their fight with Amalek. Moshe Rabbeinu did so without any comfort so 

as to participate in the suffering of the Jewish people. One who does so merits - 

 he merits the new creation, i.e. the new salvation that Hashem ,בראשית ברא אלקי�

will create to save the Jewish people from their problem. 

In another manner the Zera Shimshon explains the connection as follows. 

The Gemara (Shabbos 30b) teaches that the entire universe was only 

created for a person who has true fear of Hashem, and that such an individual is 

equivalent to the entire world. Moshe Rabbeinu was a person who merited 

reaching this level (see Gemara Brachos 33b). 

When the Torah says and, "all the awesome power", the words מורא גדול, can 

also mean 'great fear'. With this new translation, the Zera Shimshon understands 

the passuk to be referring to Moshe Rabbeinu's great fear of Heaven, due to 

which he was equal to all of Yisrael. This leads right into בראשית ברא אלקי�, "In the 

beginning Hashem created", since it was for this very reason that Hashem created 

the world - for the person who will attain the level of pure fear of Heaven. May 

we all merit this Madreigah - each on his own level. 
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Vezos 

Haberacha 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

 לזכר נשמת
בנימי�' ריעקב יצחק ב�   

 לרפואה שלימה
 רוני דינה בת סימי
 דוד ב� שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל

 להצלחת
ר נחו� צבי בו רחל ומשפחתו"הג  

 


