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  פורים - פרשת צו
This adaptation is dedicated in honor of: 

The wedding of Moishe & Yael 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 

 

 

 

  

 פורים
 
A fast day always precedes any true joy and 

service of Hashem.  We always have a preliminary 

service to help us purify and transform ourselves 

into suitable vessels to receive.  We shun 

materialism; we do not eat, we pray and scream 

out, we arise early, disrupt our sleep and perform 

additional toil with the intent of eliminating 

distractions.  Consequently, we are ready to 

receive the light of joy, the wondrous effect of our 

preparations.  As long as we are still invested in 

materialism — eating, drinking and sleeping —

our rejoicing is, God forbid, mere levity.  When we 

commence by purifying ourselves, purifying our 

hearts, then the joy we receive is truly 

illuminating.1 
 

 
 שמחה ואמונה

 

We crave Hashem’s closeness.  Do we aspire to be 

distant from Hashem, even for a moment?  We 

must remain joyful!  When we are depressed, 

Hashem is not found with us.  Chazal teach: the 

Shechina does not rest among the despondent.  

Simcha (joy) is the very essence of the Shechina.  

Our joy uplifts us above all distress, suffering and 

worry.  Our issues do not depend on anything, nor 

the lack thereof; everything is dependent only on 

Hashem.  Nonetheless, how do we accomplish 

proper happiness?  Simply with emuna.  Pure, 

complete emuna fills our souls with calm.  

Soothingly, emuna reveals that everything is from 
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Hashem — for our absolute best.  Complete 

emuna is a result of our expanding thankfulness 

— even for our anguish.  When we begin to say 

thank you for everything, we begin to experience 

Gan Eden in this world.  When we are thankful, 

our tribulations are transformed into a gift.  

Everyone seeks happiness, but true happiness is 

only achievable via emuna.  A happy person is a 

person with emuna.  If, even for a moment, we are 

lacking Simcha, it is a telltale sign that, at that very 

moment, we are disconnected.  We must then go 

to extremes to reconnect. 

 

The joy of Purim is not in the past.  The joy of 

Purim is the joy of each individual - right now.  

“The realization that all who hope won’t wither!  

And won’t be ashamed forever; all who trust in 

Him!”  A Jew is never alone.  Certainly not.  A Jew 

is always with Hashem.  The story of the Megilla 

shows us the way in which Hashem orchestrates 

the episodes of life.  Seemingly, the world runs 

according to the laws of nature.  Megillas Esther 

demonstrates how the collective facets, how the 

natural incidents, culminate in a constructive 

fashion.  In actuality, the story of Purim opens our 

eyes to show us how Divine Providence 

influences every single detail of our lives.  How 
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Hashem cloaks His Providence within the course 

of nature.  Miracles do not occur within nature; 

rather, nature itself is miraculous.  Every 

second is astonishing; our entire existence is one 

vast miracle.  On Purim, the hidden hand that 

controls the happenings is revealed.  How great 

triumph can suddenly fall to the lowest depths 

and, in a blink of an eye, the nethermost is uplifted 

to the pinnacle.  Whatever is seemingly natural 

is merely masking the hand of Hashem that 

commands existence.  Purim gives us hope that 

the harsh events of nature, the events that have 

no perceivable positive outcome, are instantly 

altered into wonderful conclusions.  The very 

same wicked man who attempted to wipe out the 

Nation of Israel was suddenly given over to the 

very hands of those he sought to harm. 

 

The story of the Megilla is the story of every 

individual.  How Hashem is discovered within 

each of us and by our side in a dually cloaked 

manner.  Even when our existence is given over to 

nature and chance, G-d forbid, even then and 

there Hashem is observed.  Our entire lives are 

simply a game of hide-and-seek.  Hashem hides 

and we have to seek.  This is the very gift of the 

special day of Purim. This is the very gift that 

Mordechai and Esther are bestowing upon us 

annually.  

 

Mordechai and Esther waged war against Haman; 

the very same battle that we are concerned with 

until today.  The war against those who deny 

Hashem’s providence, G-d forbid.  The downfall of 

Haman is the great light that is still shining.  The 

light of “nothing but Hashem.” 

 

Purim is joy and emuna.  The joy is so intense, we 

can no longer differentiate between cursed is 

Haman and blessed is Mordechai; between cursed 

is Zeresh and blessed is Esther.  We happily 

acquiesce — whether good or wicked.  This is the 

true joy of the next world: when everything is 

comprehended — the good and the better.  Then 

we will understand that everything that Hashem 

does is truly for the very best.  Purim offers us a 

glimpse of this outlook.  Within the gloom and 

concealment of this world, the truth of Hashem’s 

providence is revealed and everything is real.  

Therefore, we call the Megilla, Megillas Esther, to 

uncover the hidden.  Our entire lives are a 

fluctuation of concealed versus revealed.  We 

have to expose the veiled hand of Hashem and 

obscure our sense of control.  We have to escape 

our feelings of being disadvantaged, our anger, 

lack of success, difficulties – as if we have a harsh 

destiny.  Our mission is to remain joyful in 

every situation.  Joy is the apex of the soul.  How 

do we reach this point, let alone maintain this 

stage of joy?  Tell a joke.  Play or sing a song.  

Refuse, at all costs, to fall into melancholy.  Lock 

the door, draw the blinds and start dancing.  

Thank Hashem.  Sing and praise.  Be thankful for 

our birthright.  Thank Hashem for our feet and the 

ability to dance.  If it is too difficult to dance, make 

joyful motions with our hands.  If even this proves 

too difficult, ask Hashem — help me be able to 

happy for at least five minutes, to rejoice with 

You.  Begin to smile, try anything and everything, 

even if it is artificial.  In truth, as Rebbe Nachman 

taught, artificial actions of joy are really the truest 

actions.  Why?  Because they are to defeat the 

yetzer hora, to beat gloominess, and since that is 

the true will of Hashem, there is nothing as 

genuine.  With this certainty, slowly the joy will 

begin spreading to all of our limbs; the artificial 

actions will no longer be fake.  Rebbe Nachman 

gave us the advice of “silly activities,” act like a 

jester in order to reach authentic joy.  “This is how 

all the great and famous tzaddikim achieved their 

greatness.  The majority of them had jesters who 

performed all variety of silly and amusing acts.  

Even the holy Tannaim and Amoraim used this 

method before they taught, in order to bring joy 
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via humor.”2  Man is full of suffering and agony, as 

we are well aware.  Therefore, we need to coerce 

ourselves, with all of our strength, to be happy. 

 

On Purim, this is achieved quite easily.  The joy of 

Purim is unique, unlike any other time of the year.  

The manner in which events unfolded, the sudden 

uplifting and transformation to a level we though 

was previously impossible.  Our feet - the same 

feet that keeps us grounded the rest of the year, 

unable to dance - suddenly, are no longer 

embarrassed to jump in the streets and proclaim 

the truth, with hoarse voices.  Unexpectedly, we 

love EVERYONE and we extol their virtues, what 

we are too shy to utter the whole year.  Swiftly, 

our hearts are wide open and we seek to send 

gifts, Mishloach Manos, to the whole world. 

 

The more Torah we study - the more we are 

equipped to receive joy.  The Torah increases 

esteem to those who learn it.  When we return 

home after the study of Torah, our spouse sees the 

effects; the Shechina is resting upon us.  The result 

is elation and bliss in the home.  Conversely, 

without Torah, there is a fragmented, 

disheartened and unhappy home. 

 

When the decree was pronounced to eradicate 

the nation of Israel, a fearfulness hovered over us.  

Mordechai HaYehudi gathered 22,000 children 

and taught them Torah.  Can we understand this?  

Why was he politically inactive and busy teaching 

Torah at that moment?!  We were in severe 

danger!  Would not it have been more beneficial 

to innovate methods to reverse Achashverosh’s 

order?  Nevertheless, Mordechai understood that 

our foundation, in every generation, is the study 

of Torah.  Torah is the only way to augment and 

sweeten the judgements. 
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At the giving of the Torah, we accepted out of fear.  

Hashem held Mount Sinai overhead and declared, 

“If you accept, good, otherwise here will be your 

graves.”  On Purim, we reaccepted the Torah out 

of adoration and love.  The light of this affection 

returns to us every year during the holy days of 

Purim.  The heart of every Jew is pulsating with 

their pure and godly soul; we merit to be filled 

with love for Hashem and his Torah.  A Jew who 

learns Torah is like a fish in water; this is his 

true vitality, unable to live without it. 

 

Joy and emuna, this is Purim.  We believe that 

everything can change today!  Every judgement 

can turn into redemption!  On Purim, we have 

this amazing awareness that the impossible is 

possible.  What we used to think of as the end 

of the road is merely a new beginning — the 

beginning of miracles. 

 

 

)יב, ז( יקריבנו תודה על אם  

 

Parshas Tzav discusses the korbanos (offerings). 

The root of the word korban is karov (drawing 

close); they draw us close to Hashem.  Every 

aspect of the offerings hints at another method of 

approaching Hashem.  How we properly connect 

our souls to Hashem.  For example, the Todah 

(thanks) offering.  To be thankful for all of the 

kindness Hashem does with us, even the 

compassion that we are not yet aware of, it all 

comes from Hashem’s great benevolence and 

mercy. 

 

When a person is appreciative, he is filled with 

gladness.  He tastes of the World to Come.  When 

we are grateful for our sorrows, we understand 

that they are really an exceptional gift that 

Hashem is bestowing upon us. 
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Only when we accustom ourselves to be thankful 

on a regular basis can we strengthen ourselves 

and continuously express our appreciation.  

When we say thank you we draw down 

tremendous abundance.  We draw down miracles.  

Thank you for the privilege of wearing a yarmulke, 

for the mitzvah of tzitzis.  Thank you for all of the 

mitzvos.  Thank you for each and every breath we 

take.  There is nothing more pleasurable. The 

sweetness of life.  Our eyes see, our ears hear, our 

mouths speak, our feet walk — say thank you!  

Hashem provides the roof over our heads, a 

livelihood; we have electricity and running water.  

We have tallis and tefillin, what do we lack?  If we 

look beyond ourselves and gaze around, we see a 

sun, moon, stars and beautiful sky.  There are all 

kinds of delightful flowers, birds, butterflies — 

unbelievable beauty.  We merit walking in the 

world of the Creator.  An exquisite, blossoming, 

flourishing world with lush greenery, thick 

forests, tall mountains, rolling hills, pure flowing 

water, all filled with the song of chirping birds 

singing the song of the Creator.  “Lift up your eyes 

and see who created all this!”  The crown of all of 

creation is man himself.  Hashem invested his G-

dliness in everything; we need merely reveal Him 

in all.  To be awed by it, to glorify Him.  Thank you.  

Thank you.  Thank you for all of the good things 

we have merited to relate to others, and for what 

they have revealed to us.  Thank you for all of our 

successes and accomplishments.  Even those that 

we have not yet come to fruition — it all stems 

from Your infinite mercy and compassion — 

thank you! 

 
 תפילה

 

Master of the World!  May I merit strengthening my emuna that everything that happens to me is from You.  Every time I get 

angry at my neighbors who make a mess, my children for making nose, a friend who suddenly stops saying hello when we 

pass in the street — ignoring me as if I don't exist, or an inconsiderate driver - may I remember that it is not them — it is all 

from You and for my absolute best.  I get angry, offended and worried and blame others because I have not yet internalized 

that everything that occurs is precisely from You.  If I truly believed, I would not be concerned with what anyone does to me.  

I would be capable of loving all and be able to look at them positively.  My whole life would be a life of Gan Eden. 

 

Master of the World!  May I merit believing that incidents are not left up to chance.  Sometimes I feel as if things are not 

promising, opportunity has been lost.  I am not motivated to pray because I feel as if it is too late.  I did what I could but I failed.  

Is there anything left to do?  The verdict has been handed down, my fate is sealed.  Father, teach me to toss aside my intellect 

in these scenarios.  There are multiple prospects.  Allow me to focus on the fact the You are able to accomplish absolutely 

anything.  Help me remember how many similar situations in my own life have been completely turned around well after I had 

given up hope.  Help me remember the miracle of the Splitting of the Sea, the miracle of Purim.  Help me remember that there 

is no such thing as nature.  There is only You in the world.  Help me strengthen my emuna. 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, 

Michoel (filling in for Dov) Elias 
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