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Parshas Behaaloscha begins, “Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying, ‘Speak to Aharon and say to him: 
When you kindle the lamps, toward the face of the Menorah shall the seven lamps cast light’” (Bamidbar 8:1-

2). What is the deeper significance of Aharon preparing and lighting the Menorah? 

 Rav Yechezkel of Ostrovtza (Meir Einei Chochomim Vol. 3 pg. 237) quotes Rav Saadiah Gaon, who 
explains that there are 600,000 letters in the Torah, corresponding to which there are also 600,000 Jewish 
neshamos. The word ישראל can be expanded as an acronym to spell יש ששים רבוא אותיות לתורה – there are 
600,000 letters in the Torah. Every Jewish neshama is connected to a letter in the Torah, and those who do 
not merit associating themselves with a letter in the Torah are at least able to grab onto a vowel or the lines 
(tagim) of the letters. The Chavos Daas adds that there are Jews who are so distant from the Torah that they 
lack a correspondence to even a vowel or line, but at the very least, they are associated with the blank 
parchment in the Torah between two letters, two parshiyos, or two columns. 

 The Yerushalmi (Peah 1:1) comments on the verse, “For it is not an empty thing for you,” that the 
Torah is not empty, and if you find it empty, it is due to you. Rav Yechezkel explains that in truth, we do 
not need empty spaces in a Torah scroll, and the only reason they are there is because of us, so that a Jew 
who has no hold in the Torah itself can at least grip onto these empty spaces. 

 The Mishnah in Avos (1:12) teaches that Aharon loved others and drew them close to Torah. When 
he perceived that another Jew had sinned, Aharon would join with him until he was inspired to repent. Rav 
Yechezkel suggests that this is the depth of the verse (Shemos 28:29), “Aharon shall bear the names of the 
sons of Israel” (on the Urim V’Tumim), meaning that if a Jew is removed from the connection he had to 

the Torah, Aharon would return his name to its proper place and rejoin him to the Torah.   

 The commentators explain that the section in the Torah that contain Moshe’s name possess 
additional sanctity, and a person who is distant from the Torah of Moshe is unable to hold onto those 
portions, even to the blank space. Accordingly, in Parshas Tetzaveh, where the Torah states, “Aharon shall 
bear the names of the sons of Israel,” Moshe’s name does not appear so that Aharon can perform his tikkun 
(rectification) by connecting all Jewish neshamos, no matter how distant, to the Torah, by giving them a 
hold in the blank parchment. 

 Toward the end of his life, Moshe told the Jewish people, “Apply your hearts to all the words … 
for it is not an empty thing for you, for it is your life” (Devorim 32:46-47). The Arvei Nachal (Haazinu 4) explains 
that Moshe was telling them to apply their hearts to all the words of Torah and be careful with them, for 
there is not a single letter in the entire Torah that is empty, since each letter is filled by a Jewish person. 
The fact that we are in the midst of the Torah provides our life, and we should always remember this to 
avoid sinning.  
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This is an important mussar message for every Jew, as we should constantly reflect on the fact that 
the Torah is filled with all Jews, who are contained within its letters. When we improve our ways, our letter 
is filled with light and shines with greater brightness and strength. However, if we sin and damage our 
letters, they become empty and their light dims. When Chazal say that if the Torah is empty it is due to our 
faults, they mean to say that if a letter is empty and does not shine brightly, it is because of our sins. If we 
think about this concept constantly and keep it in front of our eyes, we are guaranteed not to sin. 

Chazal teach that Aharon loved and pursued peace, and he loved other people and drew them near 
to Torah. In other words, if a person was removed from his bond to the Torah and was only able to grasp  
the blank parchment, Aharon would bring him close to Torah, meaning that Aharon would inspire him to 
repent and reconnect to his letter in the Torah. It is possible that the means by which Aharon motivated 
others was by revealing to each Jew how he is connected to a letter in the Torah. Through recognizing his 
tremendous holiness and greatness, the sinner would be moved to repent and would not sin again, just as 
the Arvei Nachal writes that when a person constantly ponders how he is linked to a letter in the Torah, he 
is guaranteed not to sin. 

The Gemora (Megillah 16b) comments on the verse in the Megillah (Esther 8:16)  ליהודים היתה אורה– 
 the Jewish people had light is a reference to Torah, as the verse states (Mishlei 6:23), “For a – אורה זו תורה
mitzvah is a candle, and the Torah is light.” When the Jewish people observe the Torah, they themselves 
fill in its letters with light, and therefore ליהודים היתה אורה. 

Shlomo writes (Mishlei 20:27) נר ד' נשמת אדם – Man’s soul is Hashem’s lamp. Every Jew is a light. 
According to what we have explained, the deeper significance of Aharon kindling the lamps is that he 
prepared and lit up the darkened neshamos of Jews who were removed from their connection the Torah. 
May Hashem help us emerge from darkness to tremendous light. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

A clear proof that man does not need a servant to take care of him is the 
fact that he was created alone. 
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