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והיה לך לאות על ידך ולזכרון בין עיניך למען תהיה תורת ד' “ 13:9

 ”בפיך, כי ביד חזקה הוציאך ד' ממצרים

והיה לאות על ידכה ולטוטפות בין עיניך, כי בחזק יד הוציאנו “ 13:16

 ”ד' ממצרים

“And it shall be for you a sign on your arm and a reminder between 

your eyes – so that Hashem’s Torah may be in your mouth – for with 

a strong hand Hashem removed you from Mitzrayim.”  “And it shall 

be a sign upon your arm, and for Totafos between your eyes, for 

with a strong hand Hashem removed us from Mitzrayim.”  There is a 

great Mitzvah to put Tefillin on one’s hand and head.  Rashi says, 

 leaving Mitzrayim, shall be for us a sign.  We are to – ”והיה לך לאות“

bind the Parshiyos of Yetzias Mitzrayim on our hand and on our 

head as a remembrance of Yetzias Mitzrayim.  Why does the Torah 

state that Hakodosh Boruch Hu took us out of Mitzrayim with a 

“strong hand”?  The following Divrei Torah will expound on this 

topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

י"רש   means טוטפות The word – ”ולטוטפות בין עיניך“ 13:16 – 

Tefillin.  Tefillin worn on the head are made of four housings for the 

four individual Parshiyos that they contain.  They are called Totafos, 

for טט in the language of Kaspi means two, and פת, in Afriki means 

two – for a total of four.  One who sees them bound between the 

eyes will remember the miracle of Klal Yisroel leaving Mitzrayim, and 

he will speak about it.   

 in טט Rashi says that – ”ולטוטפות בין עיניך“ 13:16 - דעת תורה 

the language of Kaspi means two, and פת, in the Afriki means two – 

for a total of four.  It is important to know that these words are 

actually Loshon Hakodesh, the language in which the world was 

created.  By the Dor Haflagah, many languages began and were 

distorted – though in some of the languages some Loshon Hakodesh 

remained.  These words of Loshon Hakodesh remained in the Kaspi 

and Afriki languages.   

 Make it a symbol upon – ”והיה לאות על ידכה“ 19:8 – שמות רבה 

your arm and upon your head, as it says in the Posuk 13:16, “And it 

shall be a sign upon your arm, and an ornament between your 

eyes.”  Moshol – A king made a great celebration for his daughter 

after her release from enemies who had held her against her will.  

Her father said to her, “Make this celebration a permanent one, for I 

have made a crown for your head, so that you never forget it.”  

Similarly, Hashem performed miracles for Klal Yisroel, and on their 

account He killed the firstborn in Mitzrayim.  He, therefore, 

commanded them regarding the sanctification of the firstborn to 

remember Makas Bechoros.  The firstborn were killed by Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu’s own Hand, as it says in the Posuk 12:29, “ הכה כל בכור' וד ” 

– “Hashem smote every firstborn in the land of Mitzrayim.”  The 

firstborn should be a crown upon the heads of Klal Yisroel, so that 

they should never forget the miracle.  The miracle of the firstborn is 

a “crown” serving as a permanent reminder of this event.  The 

crown refers to the Tefillin which houses these Parshiyos.   

ו"מהרז   – Shemos Rabbah 19:8 “ובשבילו הרג בעורי מצרים” – 

“Hakodosh Boruch Hu killed the firstborn for the benefit of Klal 

Yisroel.”  There were many Makkos inflicted upon the Mitzriyim all 

for the sake of Klal Yisroel. Yet there was only one Makah that the 

Torah tells us was carried out directly by Hakodosh Boruch Hu and 

not through any intermediaries  - Hakodosh Boruch Hu revealed 

Himself only by this Makah.  That is why this Makah, Makas 

Bechoros, is singled out for Klal Yisroel to always remember.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   – 13:9 “ בפיך' למען תהיה תורת ד ” – Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu’s Torah is entrusted to the living word, not to the lifeless 

letter, as it says in the Posuk Devorim 30:14 “בפיך ובלבבך לעשותו” – “In 

your mouth and in your heart to perform it.”  Not only so that we 

may teach it to others, but also that we may study it ourselves.  The 

written word is to remind you anew of what was entrusted to your 

mouth.  Even when one is studying himself, he should enunciate 

aloud the Word of Hashem as he reads it (Eiruvin 54a) so that he 

may impress Hashem’s teaching upon his mind by means of the 

living word.  Every individual should be for himself the herald of the 

Torah; through his own mouth, the Torah will find its way into his 

soul.  Shabbos 28 – Sefer Torah, Tefillin, and Mezuzah can only be 

written on parchment made from animals that are permitted to eat.  

The very material on which Hashem’s Torah is written shall say to us, 

as Hashem said to the Navi – Yechezkel 3:1 “אכול את המגילה הזאת” – 

“Eat this scroll.”  Absorb its contents completely; let its contents 

become part of your very self.   

ן"רמב   The Tefillin of the head shall – ”ולזכרון בין עיניך“ 13:9 – 

be placed on the place of man’s memory, between the eyes, which 

is the front of the brain; and that place is the beginning of one’s 

memory, the location for preservation of the image of things after 

those things are no longer before him.  The Tefillin Shel Rosh shall 

encircle the entire head with their straps, and the knot is positioned 

over the back of the brain, which preserves the memory long term.   

“ 13:16 – חתם סופר  כי בחזק יד , והיה לאות על ידכה ולטוטפות בין עיניך

ממצרים' הוציאנו ד ” – This Posuk delineates our inadequacy versus 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s power.  “ידכה” is interpreted by Chazal as “ יד

 the weak hand.  This signifies not only that Tefillin are worn – ”כהה

on the weaker hand but also that Yetzias Mitzrayim occurred despite 

Klal Yisroel’s lack of merit.  We were only taken out of Mitzrayim 

through Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s “strong Hand” - His willingness to 

liberate us despite our shortcomings.  “ בפיך' ן תהיה תורת דלמע ” – By 

wearing the Tefillin and remembering that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

redeemed us with His strong Hand despite our weak hand, this 

should evoke feelings of love for Hakodosh Boruch Hu so that His 

Torah will remain on our lips.  

'ה The – ”והיה לאות על ידכה“ 13:16 – יצב אברהם   at the end of 

the word “ידכה” is extra.  There are four senses that are in the head 

(seeing, hearing, smell, and tasting); and there is the one in hands 

(feeling) for a total of five senses, represented by the ה' .  The extra ה'  

is to teach us that we must subjugate our five senses to our Avodas 

Hashem.  That is why we say before we put on Tefillin, “ חושי וכוחותי

 My senses and faculties should all be“ – ”כולם יהיו משעובדים לעבדתו

subjugated to His Avodah.” 

י שטייף"מהר  והיה לך לאות על ידך ולזכרון בין עיניך למען תהיה “ 13:9 – 

בפיך' תורת ד ” – Why doesn’t the Torah state explicitly the Mitzvah to 

wear Tefillin?  Why only by the Mitzvah of Tefillin does the Torah tell 

us that we should perform it so that Toras Hashem should be in our 

mouths?  It is from the Mitzvah of Tefillin that we learn that there is 

Torah Shebal Peh, and its importance.  Torah Shebal Peh was given 

to Moshe from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and it is part and parcel of the 

Torah Shebiksav.  With only the Torah Shebiksav one would have no 

idea how to be Mekayeim the Mitzvah of Tefillin, for it is not 

expressly stated in the Torah.  Perhaps one could have thought that 

the Torah is just giving a Moshol that the remembrance of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu taking us out of Mitzrayim should be a symbolic sign – 

nothing to do with Tefillin.  This Mitzvah is only alluded to in the 

Torah, for this Mitzvah is to be learnt from Torah Shebal Peh.  “So 
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that Hashem’s Torah may be in your mouth,” meaning that the 

Torah of the “mouth” must always be part of the Torah Shebiksav.   

“ 13:9 – רוקח  בפיך' תורת ד ” – is the same Gematria as “ זה הוא

 On Shabbos, when there is no Tefillin, it – ”ולזכרון בין עיניך“  ”.קרית שמע

should be a remembrance.  Additionally, one should not avert his 

attention from his Tefillin.   

 ”מצוה להניח תחילה על היד ואחר כך על הראש“ OC 25:5 – שולחן ערוך 

– It is a Mitzvah to first don Tefillin on the hand, and after that on 

the head.   

והיה לך לאות על ידך ולזכרון בין עיניך למען תהיה “ 13:9 - אך פרי תבואה 

בפיך' תורת ד ” – Halacha tells us that first one must don Tefillin Shel 

Yad and then Tefillin Shel Rosh.  Tefillin Shel Yad is to subjugate the 

thoughts of the heart to Avodas Hashem, and Tefillin Shel Rosh is to 

subjugate ones thoughts to Avodas Hashem.  First one must conquer 

and subjugate the thoughts of his heart to Avodas Hashem; this is 

one’s physical desires.  This is represented by the Tefillin Shel Yad.  

After one has accomplished this, he can then take his purified 

thoughts, and focus them on Avodas Hashem with purity, which is 

represented by the Tefillin Shel Rosh.   

ם"רשב   The depth – ”והיה לך לאות על ידך ולזכרון בין עיניך“ 13:9 – 

of the meaning of these words are that it should always be a 

remembrance for you (leaving Mitzrayim), as if it is written on your 

hand.  Shir Hashirim 8:6 “שימני כחותם על לבך” – “Place Me like a seal 

upon your heart.” 

 – ”והיה לך לאות על ידך ולזכרון בין עיניך“ 13:9 - מעין בית השואבה 

Why does the Rashbam say P’shat in this Posuk, that it should 

always be a remembrance written on your hand, and not the 

standard way Chazal learn this Posuk, that it refers to wearing 

Tefillin?  The Rashbam is addressing the nights, Shabbos, and Yom 

Tov – times when Tefillin are not worn.  Brochos 14b – One who says 

Krias Shema and is not wearing Tefillin, is as if he is giving false 

testimony.  According to this Gemara, how can one say Krias Shema 

at night, Shabbos, or Yom Tov?  The Rashbam explains that the 

depth of the P’shat in this Posuk is that even at night, Shabbos, and 

Yom Tov, one can have a Kiyum of Tefillin.  If one has it as a 

remembrance inscribed on his hand, he has a Kiyum of Tefillin.  

 The Tefillin Shel Yad – ”והיה לך לאות על ידך“ 13:9  - רבינו מנחם 

shall be a sign for you, and not for others.  Therefore, the Tefillin 

Shel Yad should be worn in a modest manner, where it is not seen by 

others.   

“ 13:16 – ילקוט האזובי  ממצרים' כי בחזק יד הוציאנו ד ” – The reason 

Tefillin is not worn on Shabbos is because Shabbos is a time for 

Menucha, rest.  Tefillin is a remembrance of the slavery, of physical 

labor.  As the saying goes, ‘A slave does not go out in his chains on 

Shabbos.”  

 One who is – ”קיימו מצות תפילין“ – 81 – מדרש שוחר טוב 

Mekayeim the Mitzvah of Tefillin, Hashem considers it as if he toiled 

in Torah, day and night.  

“ 13:9 – מכילתא  בפיך' למען תהיה תורת ד ” – One who dons 

Tefillin, it is as if he read from the Torah.   

“ 13:9 - באר משה  בפיך' למען תהיה תורת ד ” – Just as the wearing 

of Tefillin is to subjugate the mind and the heart to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, so too one must do the same by learning Torah.  All of Torah is 

compared to Tefillin, for one must do this with all of the Torah.  The 

Torah says that Tefillin is to be a remembrance of Yetzias Mitzrayim, 

and the giving of the Torah.  It was all done for us to subjugate 

ourselves to the Ribbono Shel Olam.  The main part of the Torah 

through which one must subjugate himself, is Torah Shebal Peh, 

alluded to in the Posuk “בפיך”, for it is a Bechina of Malchus.   

“ 13:9 - אור המאיר  בפיך' למען תהיה תורת ד ” – This is to teach us 

that one’s mouth and words must always be prepared to be a vessel 

for Divrei Torah.  Even when one speaks to his friend regarding 

matters of Gashmiyos, his mouth and heart should be focused 

towards Shomayim.    

 Tefillin Shel Yad – ”תפילין של יד מציל משפיכות דמים“– מדבר קדמות 

saves one from killing, and Tefillin Shel Rosh saves one from 

haughtiness.   

“ 13:9 - אדרת אליהו  בפיך' למען תהיה תורת ד ” – Pesachim 66b – 

One who is arrogant, his wisdom leaves him.  The Tefillin Shel Rosh is 

placed as a remembrance between the eyes, “ בפיך' למען תהיה תורת ד ” – 

so that Torah should never be forgotten from his mind.  As the Chida 

says, Tefillin Shel Rosh saves one from arrogance.  If one is humble 

he will retain his wisdom, and retain his Torah.   

 ,Tefillin, just like Torah – ”והיה לאות על ידכה“ 13:16 - העמק דבר 

has the Koach to subjugate the heart and mind to Malchus 

Shomayim.  Just as Torah is a weapon to protect one from all Tzarah, 

so too Tefillin is that weapon.  Tefillin Shel Rosh is K’neged Torah 

Shebiksav.  It is for the whole world to see, which is why the Tefillin 

Shel Rosh is worn on the head, and is for all to see.  Tefillin Shel Yad 

is K’neged Torah Shebal Peh, which is hidden from other nations of 

the world and is exclusively for Klal Yisroel, so too Tefillin Shel Yad is 

worn in a modest manner, where it is not seen.   

"ענין התפילין הוא כמו שטר חירות – שפת אמת  ” – “Tefillin is like a 

document of release.”  Tefillin represents Klal Yisroel being 

redeemed as being slaves of Paroah and becoming free.  Wearing 

Tefillin releases one from all responsibilities of Olam Hazeh.  When a 

Yid dons Tefillin, he receives all of the spiritual light which 

accompanied Klal Yisroel when they left Mitzrayim.  For Tefillin one 

must have parchment and ink, the body of a person must be clean.  

They are connected for through the Tefillin the Kedusha of the body 

of a Yid is completed.  A king is commanded to have a Sefer Torah 

with him at all times, so too all of Klal Yisroel must have a Sefer 

Torah Koton, Tefillin, for Klal Yisroel are sons of the King.  The four 

compartments of the Tefillin Shel Rosh are K’neged the first four 

Chumashim, which corresponds to Torah Shebiksav.  The one 

compartment in the Tefillin Shel Yad is K’neged Sefer Devorim – 

Mishna Torah, which corresponds to Torah Shebal Peh. (Ohr 

Gedalyahu) 

 The Kedusha of Tefillin – ”והיה לאות על ידכה“ 13:16 - אור גדליהו 

is different than other Mitzvos in that Tefillin itself is Tashmishei 

Kedusha.  It has its own inherent Kedusha.  As opposed to other 

Mitzvos, like Lulav and Esrog, which have no intrinsic Kedusha.  

Through Tefillin, a Yid can connect himself with this Kedusha, the 

light from Yetzias Mitzrayim.  With this light, one can connect 

himself to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why the Torah tells us by 

the Mitzvah of Tefillin that Hakodosh Boruch Hu took Klal Yisroel out 

of Mitzrayim with a “strong hand”.  The Tefillin represents Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu taking us out of Mitzrayim and giving us the Torah.  The 

Tefillin is our certificate of freedom from Mitzrayim, and our 

potential to connect to tremendous Ruchniyos.  The “strong hand” 

was Hakodosh Boruch Hu, Himself, taking us out of the impurity of 

Mitzrayim through Makas Bechoros.  This showed a tremendous 

love to Klal Yisroel.  May we be Zoche to wear Tefillin in the proper 

manner, and even when we are not wearing Tefillin, have the 

remembrance of Yetzias Mitzrayim etched in our hands, head, and 

heart.    


