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It says in this week’s Parsha, “If a man has a wayward and rebellious son, who does not obey his father 

or mother, and they admonish him, and he still does not listen to them, his father and his mother should take 
him and bring him out to the elders of his city, and to the gate of his place. And they should say to the elders of 
his city, "Our son is wayward and rebellious; he does not obey us; he is a glutton and a guzzler." And all the 
men of his city should pelt him to death with stones, and he should die. This is how you should get rid of the 
evil from among you, and all of Bnei Yisroel will listen and fear.” (Devarim 21:18-21) Why is a rebellious son 
sentenced to death? What did he do that is so terrible that he deserves to be punished in this most severe way? 
 

The Mishna says (Avos 4:16) “This world is comparable to the antechamber before the World to Come. 
Prepare yourself in the antechamber, so that you may enter the banquet hall.” R’ Yitzchak Blazer asks (Kochvei 

Ohr, 21): What is the Mishna coming to teach us here? We all know that this world is just a preparation for the 
World to Come! He explains that there is actually a deeper concept hinted to in the Mishna. One might think 
that this world is a separate entity and we were created in order to learn Torah and do Mitzvos here.  
 

The Mishna is telling us that this world only exists because of the World to Come! It cannot and would 
not exist on its own. This is what the Mesilas Yesharim says (Ch. 1): Man was only created to have pleasure with 
Hashem and to benefit from the radiance of his Shechinah (presence), because this is the greatest of all pleasures 
that exist. The true place for this pleasure is in the World to Come, but the path we must take to reach this 
destination is this world. This is what Chazal say (Avos 4:16) “This world is comparable to the antechamber 
before the World to Come.” The means that enable us to reach this goal are the Mitzvos and they can only be 
performed in this word. Therefore, man was placed in this world first, so that he could use the means available 
here to reach the place that is prepared for him (the World to Come), to enjoy the pleasure that he earned.  
 

This world is only a means to an end and can’t exist on its own. This is the point of the Mishna. This 
world is compared to an antechamber or lobby. A lobby has no independent value; it only exists if connected 
to another room. So too, this world is merely a lobby for the World to Come. We can compare this to a person 
who is unable to breathe on his own and is hooked up to a respirator.  The World to Come is the oxygen for this 
world; without it, this world would cease to exist.  
 

Now we can understand the punishment of the rebellious son. The Even Ezrah writes: The rebellious 
son is like an Apikores, because he lives in this world solely for pleasure. The rebellious son disassociates 
himself completely from the World to Come and uses all his energy to focus on this world and therefore is 
deserving of death. This is just like someone who is on a respirator and pulls the tubes out; he will surely die. 
The Torah is trying to teach us that one who pursues the pleasures of this world and disassociated himself 
completely from the World to Come cannot survive. 

 



 
It is difficult to understand the amount of damage we cause ourselves from our excessive pursuit 

of materialism. The Mesilas Yesharim writes (Ch. 1):  Hashem put man in a place where there are many 
factors that can distance him from Hashem, and these are the physical desires. If someone pursues them, he 
will become increasingly distant from the true good….therefore it is appropriate for a person to direct his 
entire life towards Hashem; he should have no other purpose in anything he does, whether large or small, 
other than to come close to Hashem and to break down the barriers that are between him and Hashem- the 
physicality and materialism- until he is drawn after Hashem like iron is attracted to a magnet. 
 

The reason for this is simple: Materialism is the exact opposite of the purpose of Hashem’s creation 
of man, which is to have pleasure in the World to Come. When someone overly desires materialism, whether 
it’s a fancy car or the latest electronic gadget, he is in essence severing his connection to Hashem and the 
World to Come. We may not be accustomed to thinking this way. Most people think that the most important 
thing is to keep the Mitzvos, and the fact that they are so attached to materialism is a side matter that’s not 
so significant. The Ramchal reveals to us that this is not true. The materialism is the barrier that separates 
us from Hashem and removes us from the World to Come. A person who keeps mitzvos but also pursues 
the pleasures of this world is viewed as having a split personality. He wakes up in the morning and starts 
to cultivate his relationship with Hashem saying “Modeh Ani” and washing his hands. Then in a split 
second, he becomes a person who builds barriers between himself and Hashem as he leaves his home and 
drives off in the latest model luxury car. Then, he enters the shul to daven and learn and is once again 
building his relationship with Hashem and securing his future. After a short time, he leaves and is once 
again pursuing worldly desires, once again building barriers. This happens a million times a day as he 
constantly switches from doing Mitzvos to pursuing materialistic pleasure. How crazy! 
 

There is a famous parable told of a person who asked to see the tremendous rewards of Gan Eden 
and terrible suffering of Gehenom. He was shown a shtender with a chair and a person learning Torah. This 
is both Gan Eden and Gehenom. For someone who loves to learn, there is no greater reward than being able 
to sit and learn for eternity. This is his Gan Eden. For someone who doesn’t like to learn, its torture for him! 
This is his Gehenom. In this world, we are like raw material. However we build ourselves is the way we 
will remain in the World to Come for eternity. If we make ourselves into someone who appreciates Torah 
and spirituality, we will enjoy our spiritual reward in the World to Come. However, if we did not have that 
appreciation in this world, we will be lacking it for eternity. How unfortunate for someone to work hard his 
whole life and thereby turn his reward into his punishment. Is pursuing materialism worth this eternal loss?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

“A get (divorce) for Olam Hazeh is Kiddushin (marriage) for Olam 
Haba” 

 
R’ Avraham Chasidai 
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