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CLEANING PEACEFULLY 
By Rabbi Dov Keilson                                      
                                             

A story is told about a man who comes 

home one Friday night after Shul, and is very 

disturbed to find that the two Challos on the 

tray are not yet covered by the Challah 

cover. Naturally, when a husband is dis-

turbed about something, he does what all 

‘good husbands’ do and he berated his wife 

in front of the children for this ‘terrible 

atrocity’ that she committed.  

If we were able to transmit a message 

to this fellow (in the same motif that the 

Marvelous Midos Machine is able to pull it 

off; possibly through the Challos themselves) 

we would probably say to him (or even sing 

to him), “Mr. ploni…please listen to the words 

that you are saying and try to shed light on the 

incredible contradiction and oxymoron taking 

place within your own words! The whole 

reason itself that we cover the Challos is in 

order to protect them ‘so to say’ from the 

shame of the berachah on wine that is pre-

ceding it (even though really the blessing on 

Challah should be prior to Hagafen). The act 

that we do to protect the shame of an inani-

mate object is meant to inspire us to protect 

the shame of the people we come in contact 

with daily….and about that exact Challah 

cover Mr. Ploni, you became angry at your 

wife?!?” 

As Klal Yisroel prepares for the glorious 

time ahead, their homes are exceedingly busy. 

Busy with everyone scrubbing and cleaning 

every nook and cranny. Naturally, when there is 

a lot to be done, there is a very great stress that 

starts to form within the confines of our hearts 

and homes, and it takes a very great strength of 

character to overcome this tension. 

If however, one takes inspiration from 

the above story, as amazing as it sounds, “the 

Challos” can serve as a lesson for Pesach too! 

For in essence what are we really trying to 

accomplish as we clean our homes? First and 

foremost is the will of Hashem Yisborach, of 

which we do with zeal and enthusiasm. But 

included is the great and eternal lesson that this 

Mitzvah is supposed to teach us. 

‘The yeast in the dough,’ as it is referred 

to in Chazal (Meseches Berachos- Daf 17a) 

symbolizes the Yetzer Hora. In the day prior to 

the Yom Tov of our being reborn once again as 

Klal Yisroel, we spend hours cleaning the 

Chametz from within our homes, and at the 

same time trying to remove the Chametz from 

within ourselves as well!   

This means that we must try to peer into 

the crevices of our heart to see what bad charac-

ter traits and negative aspects of ourselves need 

to be removed as we come to sit at the holy 

night of the Seder. How silly and contradictory 

it is therefore, if we begin to lose our cool and 

scream at our family members when we are in 

the midst of cleaning the Chametz from within!! 

For every crumb and cheerio is meant to also 

help us rid ourselves from the anger, and ill will 

that sometimes festers within!  

Keeping the above in mind we should all 

merit to Bezras Hashem clean our homes amidst 

peace and tranquility, bringing the ultimate 

nachas ruach to our Creator…BSD     
   

 

   

   

 

 




