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               Sharing in your Simcha 
When one makes a Simcha, Hashem brings his 

deceased parents there to join in as the Zohar1 tells us 
even though one’s parents are deceased, Hashem 
uproots them from Gan Eden and brings them to the 
Simcha. The Midrash Pinchas relates the following story: 
when R’ Pinchas Koritzer made a wedding in which many 
people attended, no damage occurred- not even a small 
plate broke. This was to everyone’s amazement. R’ 
Pinchas Koritzer explained it was because of the 
deceased who were on guard.2  

 

This is also shown to us in the Midrash Rabba 
quoted by the לבושי מכלול

3  that says that Dovid came to 
the inauguration of the Beis Hamikdash (which was after 
his death). In this way we can grasp4 איננו פה עמנו ...אשר ישנו

 I seal this covenant and oath with whoever is ;היום
standing with us today before Hashem and with whoever 
is not here with us today. This also refers to the deceased 
of previous generations as they are also there as they 
come to receive pleasure from their descendants. 
************************************************ 

          All equal  
We know that בצלאל and אהליאב built the 

Mishkan. Which Shevatim were they from? בצלאל was 
from the tribe of Yehuda, the most superior of the 
Shevatim5 whereas אהליאב was from the tribe of Don, the 
most inferior.6 The same pattern follows by the Beis 
Hamikdash as Shlomo was from Yehuda whereas Chiram 
was from Don.7 The same will be with Moshiach Ben 
Dovid, says the Yalkut Shimoni,8 as his father is from 
Yehuda whereas his mother is from Don.   

 

What are we to learn from this? This is to teach 
us that  המקוםגדול וקטן שוין לפני ; everyone is equal before 
Hashem and as it says רוחוקדוש אשכון ואת דכא ושפל  מרום .9 
External qualities that impress people are meaningless 
before Hashem.   
************************************************ 
        The elements in our personality 

R’ Chaim Vital (1543-1620) tells us of the four 
elements in creation. They are אש, מים, עפר, רוח; fire water 
dirt and wind.10 Personality can be divided into these 

                                                           
1 Pinchas 219b 
2 Taamai Haminhagim, pg 419, s.v. ומבואר 
3 Siman 18 
4 Devarim 29:14 
5 The one who would rule over the Jews is from Yehuda (Breishis 49:10, 
see Divrei Hayamim 1, 5:2, Breishis Rabba 84:17). 
6 Shemos Rabba 40:4. Don was born from a concubine- Bilha (Breishis 
30:6, 35:22). Additionally, the tribe of Don was ejected from the cloud 
(Midrash Tanchuma, Ki Setzei, 10).  
7 His mother was from Don as it says בנות דןן בן אשה מ  (Divrei Hayamim 2, 
2:13). 
8 Vayechi, 160. See Breishis 49:16, Rashi s.v. כאחד, Shmuel 2, 8:15, Rashi.  
9 Yeshaya 57:15 
10 Shaarai Kedusha 1:2. R’ Chaim Vital studied Talmud and Halacha under 
the Alshich and began learning kabbala under the Remak. At the age of 
26, in 1569, he started composing a commentary on the Zohar. In 1570, 
the Arizal made his home in Tzefas with the primary purpose of 

four.11 Each of us has all four within us but we are more 
dominant in one of them.  

 

Where are these found in our personality? The 
element of fire is what causes anger.12 Water refers to 
pleasure and desire. This is why Yosef who overcame the 
test of temptation with the wife of Potifar was able to 
rule over water, as the Yam Suf split in his merit.13 Wind 
manifests itself in excessive chatter. In fact, we see רוח 
refers to speech from the Targum Unkolos on נפש חיה 
which is רוח ממללא; a speaking spirit.14 Dirt refers to 
sadness and laziness, that which is lowly.  

 

Let us look deeper into the element of fire in 
one’s personality. A conceited person is rooted in the 
element of fire. Just as fire seeks to rise, so too does a 
conceited person attempt to be above others. Likewise, 
the trait of ‘one who has 100 wants 200’ also comes from 
here. These are negative qualities of this element. When 
one utilizes the element of fire for spirituality, he can 
accomplish more as he rises above and is constantly 
growing. We see this quality by R’ Shimon Bar Yochai and 
his son as he remarked I have seen people on the highest 
level and they are few…if they are two they are me and 
my son.15 There are different levels of the element of fire.  
This is just as we see in reality that burning a small piece 
of wood can’t make the same flame as a large bonfire. 

                                                                                                  
transmitting Kabbala secrets to R’ Chaim. At first R’ Chaim had difficulty 
in comprehending the intricate secrets the Arizal revealed to him. Once, 
the Arizal took R’ Chaim for a ride in a small boat in the Kinneret, near 
Tevarya. At a precise spot, the Arizal filled a cup with water and 
commanded his student to drink. After he drank, his Rebbe assured him 
that he would then be able to absorb the sublime wisdom, as the water 
he gave him was from the well of Miriam. R’ Chaim reports from then on 
he truly began to understand the discourses of his Rebbe. The Arizal 
studied with R’ Chaim for less than two years. It was in this time that the 
extensive body of his writings were transcribed by R’ Chaim. When the 
Arizal died in the summer of 1572, R’ Chaim was recognized as his 
successor as only he was trusted by the Arizal to accurately transmit his 
thoughts to writing. A group of the Arizal’s students signed a formal 
declaration where they bound themselves to be subordinate to R’ 
Chaim and not to divulge the secrets of Kabbala to others without the 
permission of R’ Chaim. In 1584, he was appointed Dayan in 
Yerushalayim through the recommendation of the Alshich. R’ Chaim 
kept his manuscripts tightly locked away not allowing anyone to see 
them as he feared that he would be punished for disseminating secrets 
of Torah. Once when he was seriously ill, his brother- R’ Moshe- 
accepted 500 gold coins in return for the key to R’ Chaim’s locked 
closet. Within 3 days, about 100 scribes copied most of the manuscripts 
which were subsequently returned to their original place. It was thus 
that the kabbalistic doctrine of the Arizal began to circulate among the 
kabbalists of Eretz Yisrael. Even after he put his Rebbe’s teachings into 
writing, R’ Chaim still devoted time to elucidate them. After clarifying, 
writing explanations, resolving contradictions- known as the Madura 
Basra (2nd edition) of the Eitz Chaim- he had them buried in a cemetery 
as he didn’t want it to be published. A generation later R’ Yaakov 
Tzemach and R’ Avraham Azulai in a dream received permission from R’ 
Chaim to exhume the manuscripts (and they did so).    
11 The Rishonim say there are four basic forces in the world- destruction 
(which corresponds to fire), movement (wind), vitality (water as it gives 
life to plants, people and animals) and stability (earth, as it gives 
stability and existence to things). 
12 The Gemara (Taanis 4a) says that when a צורבא מרבנן; a young 
rabbinical student becomes angry it is the Torah knowledge that is 
causing this.  
13 Breishis Rabba 87:8. See Midrash Tehillim 114.  
14 Breishis 2:7 
15 Succa 45b. When R’ Shimon Bar Yochai emerged from the cave after 
12 years with his son, wherever they would cast their gaze, the object 
would become incinerated (Shabbos 33b). Is it any coincidence that on 
Lag Baomer- the day of R’ Shimon Bar Yochai- we light fires! 
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One who is rooted in the element of water needs 
to feel vitality.16 This is similar to fish that jump with 
excitement to a drop of water although they are already 
in water.17 A person such as this needs a great feeling of 
being alive. An example of this is that such a person may 
ask his Rebbi if he is doing well. Although his Rebbi may 
say he is doing great, one with this personality may still 
feel empty. This is in contrast to one with the personality 
rooted in fire as he wants to know if he is on a high level 
whereas a “water person” needs to feel vitality. This 
contrast is also shown in the following example: two 
people that are learning Torah are told there is great 
reward for it. To the person with a “water personality” 
although he believes this, it is meaningless since he needs 
to feel a sense of vitality!18   

 

Next is the element of wind. Wind is the power 
to move. This is different than fire which rises as a result 
of destruction, as wind moves on its own without an 
additional stimulus. Those whose dominant force is wind 
need to move around a lot as they must always be in 
motion. This may manifest itself in physical movement or 
inner agitation.  

 

In regard to dirt, earth, we mentioned that it 
manifests itself in sadness and laziness (stability). 
However, this trait can also be used in a positive way as it 
can give constructive stability (as this is the quality of 
earth) to other qualities.  We should merit to use the 
qualities we have in a positive way. 
************************************************ 
     Angels or people? 

In regard to the tribute to Esav, Yaakov tells his 
servants ורוח תשימו בין עדר ובין עדר; leave a space between 
each flock.19 The word רוח appears only one other time in 
Tanach. That is in Megilas Esther in רוח והצלה; …relief and 
deliverance will come from some other place.20 So, these 
two are connected with each other.  

  

The Chida tells us that Haman was a Gilgul of 
Esav.21 עדר which is written in the Pasuk has the same 
Gematria as (274) מרדכי since he brought relief (רוח) in the 
story of Purim. We are told that Amalek is the king of 
 בין עדר .עדר we get ערד Rearranging the letters of 22.ערד
yields a sum of 336, the same as ובין עדר .פורים has the 
same sum (342) as עמלק ,

23
המן, אגג !  

 

There were three that caused the downfall of 
Amalek- Moshe in Parshas Beshalach, Shmuel in the 
episode of Agag and Mordechai in the story of Purim.24 
They are all referred to as מלאכים. Moshe is called so in 
 Being that Mordechai is a Gilgul of Moshe he 25.וישלח מלאך
inherited this quality in his genes. As for Shmuel Hanavi, 

                                                           
16 This is just as water gives life to plants, people and animals. 
17 Breishis Rabba 97:3 
שךדע את נפ 18 , pg 16 
19 Breishis 32:17 
20 Esther 4:14  
 Vayishlach 33:3 ,פניני החידא 21
22 Bamidbar 21:1, Rashi  
23 He was king of Amalek as it says אגג מלך עמלק (Shmuel 1, 15:8). 
24 Shemos 17:11. Shmuel 1, 15:33.  
25 Bamidbar 20:16 

the Midrash26 says נביאים are called מלאכים. With this we 
can understand Rashi’s comment on וישלח יעקב מלאכים 
where he says מלאכים ממש as the Chamra Tava points out 
 since these ,משה, מרדכי, שמואל are the first letters of ממש
three “Malachim” were sent to bring the downfall to the 
descendants of Esav.27  
************************************************ 

           Kidush Levana- did you know? 
   The Shulchan Aruch states that we should recite 
 on Motzai Shabbos.28 What if one can say it in קידוש לבנה
middle of the week with a minyan or wait until Motzai 
Shabbos where there may not be a minyan? It seems that 
one shouldn’t wait until Motzai Shabbos in such a case 
since that just makes it a 29.מצוה מן המובחר  

  

The Shulchan Aruch writes that one should wait 
until seven days pass to recite 30.קידוש לבנה Since many 
Achronim argue, the Mishna Brura says, one should wait 
at least three days. What if one said it before three days 
passed? R’ Shlomo Zalman Aurbach rules that he fulfills 
the Mitzva. R’ Seraya Deblitzki says that it is best for 
someone to be Motzi them. If this is not possible he 
fulfills the Mitzva.  

 

After waiting three days, there is a disagreement 
whether one should wait until Motzai Shabbos to say it. 
The Steipler as well as the Chazon Ish and R’ Shlomo 
Zalman Aurbach would say קידוש לבנה after three days 
passed without waiting until Motzai Shabbos.31

 

 

The Rema tells us not to say קידוש לבנה under a 
roof, rather as the Mishna Brura writes one should be 
under the heavens.32 This is because it is like קבלת פני

 so it is not honor to be standing under a roof השכינה
rather one should go out to the street just like coming 
towards a king.33 The Chazon Ish would recite it under a 
roofed porch (מרפסת) as this already showed that he was 
going out for קבלת פני השכינה. The main thing is that one 
shouldn’t say it in the room where he is.34 

                                                           
26 Midrash Tanchuma, Shelach, 1 
27 Breishis 32:4, Rashi. Chamra Tava, Vayishlach. Here are another two 
explanation in these words: 1) It is said in the name of R’ Meir of 
Premishlan that ממש forms an acronym of מלאכים ממצות שעשה; the 
Malachim created from the Mitzvos Yaakov performed and as in ‘one 
who fulfills a Mitzva gains an advocate for himself’ (Avos 4:13). 2) The 
Zohar Chadash informs us that מיכאל, מלכיאל and  שננדיאל helped Yaakov in 
his troubles with Esav. Remarkably, points out R’ Shimshon 
Miostripoliya, the Gematria of these three is 677, the same as  וישלח יעקב

are the first letters of ממש This is what is meant in Rashi as !מלאכים יכאל, מ 

ננדיאלשלכיאל, מ . 
28 Orach chaim 426:2 
29 Shaar Hatzion, 426:20. See also :21. Biur Halacha, s.v. אלא  
30 426:4 
31 Orchos Rabbanu 1, 177. See however ס"ת חת"שו  Orach Chaim 102.   
32 We are taught that one should look at the moon before saying  קידוש

 What if he didn’t? The Shevet Halevi as well as R’ Shlomo Zalman .לבנה
Aurbach rule that he still fulfills the Mitzva (Shevet Halevi 5:125:4. 
Halichos Shlomo. Rosh Chodesh 1:30. See 426, Biur Halacha, s.v. ונהנין).  
33 426:4. Mshna Brura :21. What about standing under the branches of a 
tree? He fulfills the Mitzva ( ת ישכיל עבדי"שו  8:38:3). Based on this, it is said 
that it is fine if one is under an umbrella when reciting it. 
34 Orchos Rabbanu 1 178 


