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4:57   -            TWRN TQLDH 
5:15   -                                     HEYQw 
8:55   -                             A‰M w‰QZ 
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5:17  -                                      HEYQw 
6:00  -                    OYBKWKH TAC 
6:30 -                                      72 TAC 
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Now You Know 
The Parsha ends with two similar 
phrases. It says, “When you are 
brought into the land of the 

Canaanite,” you are to celebrate the 
Pesach. 

For seven days, no leaven is to be 

found, and one is to eat matzos. 

When you do this, you are to tell your 
children that it is because of what 
HaShem did for you when you came 

out of Egypt. 

The next paragraph also begins by 
saying, “When you are brought into 

the land of the Canaanite,” and gives 
us the mitzvah of bechor, the first-
born animal which is consecrated. 

The Torah continues by saying, 

“When your child will ask you the 
meaning of this, you shall tell him it is 
because when Pharaoh refused to 

free our people, G-d slew the first-
borns of Egypt.” 

In the first case, we are obligated to 
start the conversation, but in the 

second it is started by the child. 

Perhaps the Torah is teaching us that 
our obligation is to live in a manner 
that shows our children there is a 

reason and meaning for everything. 

We haven’t fulfilled the obligation, 
though, until they begin asking 

questions on their own, and searching 
for the meaning we have taught them 
is there. 

Thought of the week: 

If you chew over your words 
before you speak, you won’t 
have to eat them later.  

(W-D:Y TWMw) „.HERP OEM ACYW IPYW ...VLWBGB HBRA RXM AYBM YNNH YME XLwL HTA IAM OA YK‰ 
“For if you refuse to send out My nation, tomorrow I will bring locusts within your 
border…” and they turned and left from before Pharaoh.”(Exodus 10:4-6) 

In a battle that has waged on for months according to many, Moshe repeatedly warns 
Pharaoh of the impending plague unless the Jews are released and Pharaoh brazenly 
resists freeing them.  

This time, the Torah tells us that once Moshe has issued his warning, he doesn’t wait for 
Pharaoh to respond. Instead, he delivers his message and immediately exits, preventing 
Pharoah from any response. Had he become accustomed to the rejection and decided not 
to wait around for more? 

The commentaries say there was more to it, and, in fact, the Ramban suggests that this 
actually happened every time he warned Pharaoh, even though it’s not explicitly 
mentioned. So what was behind it? 

The Torah tells us that after Moshe and Aharon left, Pharaoh’s servants began to persuade 
him to let the Jews leave. There was some discussion about it, and a movement to avoid 
the devastating plague by allowing the Jews to leave. 

This is why Moshe left. When one is given an ultimatum, the initial response is one of 
defiance. A person will more likely stand his ground if forced to give an immediate answer. 
On the other hand, when he is given time to reflect, he is more likely to see the situation 
from a different perspective and be more reasonable. 

Knowing this, Moshe left to give Pharaoh and his staff time to discuss and reflect on the 
pros and cons of keeping the Jews enslaved or setting them free. Though Pharaoh would 
harden his heart, it was not because Moshe forced his hand. 

Being a student of human nature, Pharaoh understood this as well. He responded in kind 
by offering to let only the men leave for a spiritual retreat, saying, “That’s what you really 
want,” and immediately shooed Moshe and Aharon from the palace. By preventing an 
immediate answer, he, too, hoped that his adversary would soften and accept his terms. 

This is a fantastic lesson for us all to learn. When we have a disagreement or a difference 
of opinion, it won’t help to constantly berate and bash the other person into submission. 
Doing so will only make them dig in their heels and fight back. 

Instead, we should be soft-spoken and give them time for our words to sink in. It’s a much 
better way to get through to someone, as we see from the behavior of Moshe Rabbeinu 
and even Pharaoh. 

On a single-lane dirt road, a young Abraham Lincoln was driving his horse and wagon 
when he saw another driver approaching from the other direction. It was clear that one of 
them would have to turn aside for the other, which meant going into the mud and muck. 

When they came head to head, Abe called out to the other driver, “Turn aside!” 

The man demurred. “No,” he hollered back. “YOU turn aside.” 

Slowly rising to his full six-foot-four-inch height, atop a wagon no less, Abe looked like a 
giant against the sky. He slowly said, “You turn aside, good sir, or else.” 

Terrified, the man pulled his horse into the mud. He then called after Abe as he passed, 
“What would you have done if I hadn’t moved? What was, “or else?”” 

“Why,” replied Abe with a smile, “Or else I’d have turned MY wagon into the mud.” ☺ 
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Dedicated for Shovavim  
In appreciation of  

GuardYourEyes.com 
Helping you take control  

of your life. 

Sign up for free e-mails and find 

out how strong you really are. 

 

Can I make a 

suggestion? 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 
info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


