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ר ָעָשה ֱאֹל ה ֵאת ָכל ֲאשֶׁ ָין ֹחֵתן משֶׁ דְׁ רֹו ֹכֵהן מִּ תְׁ ַמע יִּ שְׁ יא קַויִּ י הֹוצִּ ָרֵאל ַעּמֹו כִּ שְׁ יִּ ה ּולְׁ משֶׁ ם הים לְׁ ָריִּ צְׁ ּמִּ ָרֵאל מִּ שְׁ ת יִּ אֶׁ  

)יז, א(    

And Moshes’ father in law, Yisro, the priest of Midian, heard all that Hashem had done for 
Moshe and for Yisrael, His people that Hashem had taken Bnei Yisroel out of Mitzraim. 
 
Rashi elaborates on what specifically Yisro heard. 

שמועה שמע ובא, קריעת ים סוף ומלחמת עמלקוישמע יתרו: מה   
 
Vayishma Yisro: What news did he hear that [made such an impression that] he came? The 
splitting of the Yam Suf and the war with Amalek. — [Zevachim. 116a, combining the views of 
Rabbi Yehoshua and Rabbi Eliezer] 
 
After reading the pasuk with Rashi, several questions emerge. First, why wasn’t Yisro 
satisfied with hearing about Krias Yam Suf alone to prompt his conversion and join the 
Bnei Yisrael? Was it only after these two combined incidences that caused the turning point 
for him? After all, as the pasuk says in last week’s Shiras Hayam, ירגזון עמים שמעו , all the 
nations of the world heard about Krias Yam Suf and were agitated and afraid. They were 
stunned and frightened of Hashem’s great power. Surely this miracle alone should have 
been sufficient for Yisro to make a fair assessment and result in his decision to join the Bnei 
Yisrael? Finally, if the surrounding nations actually heard of Krias Yam Suf and were 
frightened why then was Yisro the only one to come forth and join Klal Yisroel?  
 
Perhaps Rashi is teaching us something more about Yisro’s character and what the driving 
force behind his ultimate choice was. The Pasuk in Devarim recounts the episode of when 
Amalek waged battle with the Bnei Yisrael. The Torah characterizes Amalek’s manner in 
which he came to attack. 
 

ְך  רֶׁ ָך ַבדֶׁ ר ָקרְׁ ים: ֲאשֶׁ לֹא ָיֵרא ֱאֹלהִּ ָיֵגַע וְׁ ַאָתה ָעֵיף וְׁ יָך וְׁ ים ַאֲחרֶׁ ֱחָשלִּ ָך ָכל ַהנֶׁ ַזֵנב בְׁ )דברים כה, יח(ַויְׁ  
 

How he (Amalek) happened upon you on the way and cut off all the stragglers at your rear, 
when you were faint and weary, and he did not fear Hashem. 
 
What does the word ָך  ?mean and what specific trait of Amalek is the pasuk teaching us ָקרְׁ
Rashi elaborates with a beautiful insight to the root of the word. 
 
אשר קרך בדרך: לשון מקרה. דבר אחר לשון קרי וטומאה, שהיה מטמאן במשכב זכור. דבר אחר לשון קור וחום, צננך 

והפשירך מרתיחתך, שהיו כל האומות יראים להלחם בכם ובא זה והתחיל והראה מקום לאחרים. משל לאמבטי רותחת 



 לתוכה. אף על פי שנכוה, הקרה אותה בפני אחריםשאין כל בריה יכולה לירד בתוכה, בא בן בליעל אחד קפץ וירד 

  )רש"י שם(
 
 
How he happened upon you on the way: (The word ָך  is) an expression denoting a chance ,ָקרְׁ
occurrence (ה רֶׁ קְׁ י) Alternatively, an expression denoting seminal emission .(מִּ רִּ  and (קֶׁ
defilement, because Amalek defiled the Jews by [committing] homosexual acts [with them]. 
Yet another explanation: an expression denoting heat and cold (קֹור). He cooled you off and 
made you [appear] tepid, after you were boiling hot, for the nations were afraid to fight with 
you, [just as people are afraid to touch something boiling hot]. But this one, [i.e., Amalek] 
came forward and started and showed the way to others. This can be compared to a bathtub 
of boiling water into which no living creature could descend. Along came an irresponsible 
man and jumped headlong into it! Although he scalded himself, he [succeeded to] make others 
think that it was cooler [than it really was].  
 
Rashi’s presents three ideas relating to the word ָך  We can suggest that the first and third .ָקרְׁ
share a common theme. Amalek interpreted Hashem’s miracles as a chance occurrence, not 
impressed by Hashem’s glorious might but instead seeing it as an act of nature and argued 
that it’s nothing to get all excited about. Related to this is Rashi’s third idea that ָך  is an ָקרְׁ
expression denoting cold as in the word קֹור. Just imagine the talk among the nations of the 
world. The Bnei Yisrael were untouchable while everyone feared the wrath of Hashem after 
Mitzraim was destroyed and obliterated. Now, Amalek appeared and “cooled off” the 
passions with which everyone spoke about Hashem’s miracles, calmed the reactions, and 
made light of it all to a point that the fear of Hashem’s strength waned and diminished in 
the view of the other nations.  
 
With this understanding in mind, we can now answer the original questions about Yisro. 
Perhaps Rashi in our Parsha is telling us that Yisro came to convert after hearing about 
Krias Yam Suf. But we may be bothered by why Yisro specifically and the answer is that 
Yisro heard what Hashem did and was amazed just like everyone else but then Amalek 
came along and began making light of all that happened and persuaded those intense 
passions with his attack eventually cooling off the reactions to the great miracles witnessed 
by all. Rashi is telling us it was Krias Yam Suf alone that prompted Yisro to come but what 
guided him to be impervious to Amalek and take matters seriously to convert while not 
allowing his initial feelings to be lost was hearing about the actual war with Amalek. After 
seeing Amalek interpreting the miracles as a simple chance occurrence, cooling off the 
passions of the nations, Yisro decided otherwise and did not allow himself to be influenced 
like the others. This is what Rashi means when he says קריעת ים סוף, this was the great 
miracle that opened up Yisro’s eyes to the truth, followed with ומלחמת עמלק, which did not 
allow him to be cooled off and lose his initial response to the miraculous event of Krias Yam 
Suf. 
 
Good Shabbos 


