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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes

get lost in the transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav

Nebenzahl for allowing us to send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although

it does expedite matters in getting this sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is

anything in the sicha that  may not be understood, the fault  is  with us and not  with

HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's

sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva would like to express its gratitude to Richard and Anita Grossman for their

ongoing support for the Yeshiva in general and specifically our computer center.  This

enables us to communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAS TAZRIA (HACHODESH) 5776

THERE IS SPEECH AND THERE IS SPEECH

This week's parsha speaks of the laws of tzoraas - although it is commonly translated

as leprosy, it is actually a spiritual affliction resulting from having violated certain sins,

predominantly  loshon  hara.    We find in  the  Torah  that  Miriam spoke  loshon hara

against Moshe Rabenu and was afflicted with tzoraas. G-d forbid to assume that Miriam

spoke loshon hara in the worst sense of the word, she certainly did not say anything

negative about  Moshe Rabenu,  rather she had spoken about the fact  that she and

YNA Sicha Parshat Tazria (HaChodesh) 1 of 3



Aharon were on the same level as Moshe. This was incorrect for Moshe Rabenu was on

a much higher level, and for someone on the level of Miriam this is  tantamount to

loshon hara and she was punished accordingly.

The meraglim were punished for having said negative things about Eretz Yisrael, but for

someone on the level of Miriam this is classified as loshon hara. This week is not only

Parshat Tazria but also Rosh Chodesh. Rosh Chodesh was the result of the loshon hara

that the moon spoke claiming that it should be greater than the sun.

Chazal teach us that a measure of good is greater than a measure of bad. Therefore, if

speaking loshon hara is so severe then we can get some idea how great it is to speak

positive things. One of the times we have a mitzvah to speak is at our Seder table

where we have a mitzvah to speak about the great miracles Hashem did for us in

Egypt. We read in the haggadah that "whoever speaks more about the exodus from

Egypt, praiseworthy is he. The pasuk states: "a refining pot is for silver and a crucible

for god, and a man according to his praises" (Mishle 27:21). This teaches us that just

as there are ways of measuring the value of silver and gold, man is measured according

to what he praises. This means that if he praises only movie stars then he certainly

cannot be considered a great man. On the other hand one who spends his time praising

talmidei chachamim and chiddushei Torah has shown how praiseworthy he is.

Therefore one who praises Hashem for all the great miracles He performed in Egypt on

our behalf is truly praiseworthy. The mitzvah of sippur yetzias mitzrayim - relating the

story of the exodus from Egypt should not involve all sorts of complex drashos, this one

should save for Yom Tov or Chol Hamoed. Our task at the Seder is to speak about how

bad life was in Egypt and the chesed of Hashem that He removed us from there amid

great miracles. One can certainly quote psukim and midrashim relating to the events

which took place in Egypt. Another important aspect of the Seder is to discuss the laws

of Pesach, matzah, and marror as we explicitly state in the Haggadah commenting on

the pasuk "baavur zeh asah Hashem li betzeisi miMitzrayim", baavur zeh - because of

this - refers to these mitzvos Hashem removed us from Egypt. It therefore behooves us

to study the various halachos.

One of the focal points of the Haggadah is the section involving the four sons. The wise

son asks: "what are these laws, statutes, and commandments which Hashem our G-d

commanded you." What do we answer in the Haggadah? "And you shall also teach him

the laws of Pesach - one may not partake of any dessert following the consumption of

the Korban Pesach. Today we do not offer the Korban Pesach so we eat a piece of

matzah in commemoration. How does teaching him the halachah that one may not

consume anything after the Korban Pesach answer the wise son's question? On a simple

level, we are told to teach the wise son all the laws of Pesach which includes the entire

Masseches Pesachim up until the final Mishnah that one may not partake of anything

following the eating of the Korban Pesach.

I heard the following explanation from Harav Schlesinger z"l, founder of Yeshivas Kol

Torah:  He  explains  the  chocham's  question  as  why  are  there  so  many  mitzvos

associated with Pesach, beginning with the Korban Pesach which has more detailed

halachos than any other korban such as it may not be eaten raw, it may not be eaten

cooked, no bone may be broken and much more. Then we spend weeks cleaning our

house preparing it for Pesach, we rid ourselves of chametz, burn the chametz and sell

to a non-Jew. For seven days we eat only matzah and no chametz, then there are days

of Yom Tov which must be spent "half for you and half for Hashem". It does not end

there - we are taught that the mitzvos of tzitzis, tefillin, and Shabbos are a "zecher

liyetzias  Mitzrayim".   Why  are  there  so  many  mitzvos  associated  with  yetzias

Mitzrayim? Rav Schlesinger explains: the pasuk states that for seven days we may not

eat chametz and must eat matzah: "so that we will remember the days of the exodus

from Egypt all the days of our life". Chazal expound that this includes days as well as

nights.  This means that by eating matzah on this night we are expected to remember
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the exodus always. The way to accomplish that is for it to be the last item which we

eat, for any food afterwards will disguise the taste of the previous item which we ate.

If that is the case then we should not eat any food the entire year until the following

Pesach. Given that man cannot survive in such fashion then at least we must make sure

not to eat anything for the rest of the period in which the mitzvah can be fulfilled. The

lessons we have learned at our Seder, however, should remain with us for the entire

year. A person spends several hours praising Hashem for being all-powerful - He can

turn water into blood and light into darkness. The following morning however we hear

about  what  Obama, Putin,  and Netanyahu did.  Then of  course there  are the great

accomplishments  of  the  army.  Suddenly  there  are  other  forces  in  this  world.  It  is

incumbent upon us to take these lessons with us and internalize the fact that Hashem is

the only force in this world. The way to accomplish this is for the taste of the matzah to

remain with us for as long as possible.

We do not understand the reasoning behind all the mitzvos, but a Jew must observe

mitzvoth even if he does not understand the underlying reason. A child is taught to

observe Sh abbos even if he does not yet understand that Hashem created the world in

six days. We instruct him what he may and may not do on Shabbos. There was once a

child who was playing with money and his mother told him that on Shabbos we do not

handle money, the child responded: "fine then give me a check."

We as well keep mitzvos even without understanding the underlying reason. Perhaps

this can explain why we lay the tefillin on our army prior to on our head. The arm

represents action while the head represents our intellect. We first do actions regardless

of what our intellect may tell us.

Yetzias Mitzrayim serves as the base for our service of Hashem for two reasons - firstly

we witnessed what Hashem did for us and that no creature is able to defy His will thus

it is only rational that we should serve him, secondly our gratitude must be overflowing

for all He has done that on an emotional level we must feel the need to serve Him. The

tefillin shel yad may be said to represent our love for Him, the arm is adjacent to the

heart,  while  the  tefillin  shel  rosh  represents  our  commitment  to  mitzvoth  on  an

intellectual level.

With Hashem's help we should merit arrival of Mochiach when we will once again be

able to offer and partake of the Korban Pesach. I would like to take this opportunity to

wish all of you a kosher Pesach and a freiliche Yom Tov.
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