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Better than the Powerball, a Powerful Parable: 

The Sun and the Wind made a wager.  They were trying to see which one of them could make 
a fellow walking down the street take off his coat.  The wind went first, and blew until he 
was blue in the face, (or blew in the face, or whatever,) but the harder the wind assailed him, 
the tighter the man drew his jacket around him. 

Then it was the sun’s turn.  He just beamed at the man and the continued warmth of the 
sun’s smile made the fellow peel the jacket right off. 

When you want to help someone come closer to HaShem, don’t be cold to him, or blow lots of 
air in his face, it will make him turn his back and cling more tightly to his beliefs.  Instead, 
just love him, be kind, and when he’s ready, he’ll ask for help in taking off the jacket. 
 

We find this lesson in the Torah portion this week. 
 

“…Come to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart, and those of his servants, so that I might 

place My signs in his midst.” (Exodus 10:1) 

The famous question asked is why HaShem said to Moshe, “Come to Pharaoh,” instead of “Go to Pharaoh.”  The 

basic answer is that HaShem was telling Moshe he would not go to Pharaoh on his own, but rather that 

HaShem would accompany him and they would travel together.  In essence, HaShem said, “Come with Me.” 

Others say that HaShem wanted Moshe to know that He, HaShem, was the source of Pharaoh’s power and that 

Moshe had nothing to fear.  When he approached Pharaoh, he would find HaShem already there. 

Perhaps we can suggest another answer that is a lesson in influencing people.  HaShem had hardened 

Pharaoh’s heart.  He wanted Moshe to go and change Pharaoh’s mind so that he would let the Jews go.  But 

how was Moshe to do this if HaShem had hardened Pharaoh’s 

heart?  Why not just soften his heart so he let them go willingly? 

The answer is that a Jewish leader has to know how to guide 

people and how to influence them properly. One cannot 

approach as an adversary.  One cannot be on one side arguing, 

debating, and forcing his approach upon them.  Instead, he must 

make them see that he is on their side; that he has their best 

interests at heart; and only then they will be able to hear what he 

has to say. 

In Pirkei Avos, we are told, “Do not judge a man until you have 

come to his place.”  Simply understood this means that if you haven’t been in the same situation as another, 

you cannot understand him and may judge him incorrectly.   

As we are explaining now, however, the message is much different.  Do not judge a man or criticize him until 

you have come to his place, until you are on his side, and he sees you as an ally not a threat.   

That is why HaShem said, “Come to Pharaoh.”  Let Pharaoh understand that letting the Jews go will be best for 

him, and that you do not wish to be adversarial.  Do not “go to him,” and remain facing him in opposition.  

Instead, to influence someone the best way possible, “Come to him,” and show that you are concerned for his 

well-being.  That is how you will be most successful at changing his mind. 

The same is true for all of us. The world is here for us to make a difference, but it won’t happen by force. It will 

take soft words, deep love, and the recognition that each person can be great in his or her own way - not 

necessarily the same as anyone else. 
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Much the same way we rarely know the whole story when we 

follow the news, our Sages teach us to judge everybody 

favorably.

 

 

This was exactly the lesson an illiterate shepherd took away 

when he considered not growing in his Judaism at age 40... 

He saw a rock with water dripping on it... 

He realized that it would take a long time but appreciated 

the eventuality of success… 

...and went on to become the world famous Rabbi Akiva who 

had 24,005 students and is credited with being the 

connecting link that prevented the Torah from 

disappearing…  

Because he chose to make the most of each day he had.   
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Moshe was from the Tribe of Levi, who were the Rabbinic Tribe of Klal Yisrael.  Throughout the 

slavery in Egypt, they were the only tribe that did not get involved in work.  Even when it first began 

and was a paying gig, they didn’t enlist.  They knew their role was Torah and that remained their 

priority.  However, it could be there was another reason. 

Pharaoh’s decrees all stemmed from the knowledge he gained from his stargazers about the future 

redeemer of the Jewish People.  He saw that Moshe’s downfall would come about through water, for 

example, so he instituted the practice of throwing the babies into the Nile. 

It is suggested by Rabbi Eli Mansour that Pharaoh also knew that Moshe was to come from the tribe 

of Levi.  He therefore decreed that the tribe of Levi be exempted from work.  Why?  Human nature. 

Pharaoh understood that when a person experiences a painful situation, he can empathize with 

others going through the same thing.  Pharaoh wanted to avoid this so he arranged that the tribe of 

Levi would not suffer as much.  Perhaps if the redeemer didn’t suffer he would lose interest. 

In fact, Moshe was raised in the palace, 

thereby making the test harder because he 

lived in the lap of luxury.  But he chose to go 

out to see his brothers’ suffering and made a 

conscious effort to know their pain.  Because 

of this, he was worthy of being the shepherd of 

HaShem’s flock. 

The world we live in is not kind to Jews.  We 

must make sure not to shrug our shoulders 

and say, “At least I’m ok.”  We must feel the 

pain of our brothers and sisters and then 

HaShem will put an end to all the suffering 

and send us the ultimate redeemer, Moshiach, 

speedily and in our days. 

 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each 
week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 


