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Naso 5776 
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Parshas Naso relates the identical offerings of the twelve Tribal princes, the Nesi’im, at the dedication of the Mishkan. 

Though each brought the same korban as his fellow Nasi, the Torah relates each one individually. 

Rabbi Paysach Krohn, in the first book of his classic Maggid Series, shares the story of Rav Yitzchak Elchonon 

Spektor, the Kovno Rav. Under Russian law, all young men were obliged to enlist in the army. Besides the obvious 

ubiquitous threat of violent death, maintaining any semblance of religious observance in the army was virtually 

impossible. The only way out was an exemption from army service. 

Yaakov, a student who was much beloved by his teacher Rav Yitzchak Elchonon, applied for an exemption. Moscow 

did not immediately respond to the request, and each day Yaakov's friends, together with their beloved Rebbe, waited 

to hear any news of whether Yaakov's exemption was accepted. 

One afternoon, Rav Yitzchak Elchonon was engrossed in a complex Rabbinic litigation.  Suddenly, the door opened 

and a young man stuck his head into the room. "Rebbi!" he exclaimed to Rav Yitzchak Elchonon, "We just got the 

news, Yaakov was granted an exemption!" Rav Yitzchak Elchonon breathed a sigh of relief and blessed the youth with a 

radiant smile: "May G-d bless you for bringing this wonderful news. May you merit long years and good health. Thank 

you ever so much!" 

The boy left smiling, glad that he had made his master so happy. Immediately the Rabbis resumed deliberations in an 

attempt to resolve the din Torah, but a few minutes later, another student opened the door. Not knowing that his rebbi 

already knew the news, he apologized for interrupting saying he had something very important to share. Then he 

announced with joy, "Rebbi, we've gotten word that Yaakov is exempt!" 

Rav Yitzchak Elchonon replied with just as much enthusiasm as he had the first time. "How wonderful!" He showered 

him with blessings as well. "May G-d bless you for bringing this wonderful news. May you merit long years and good 

health. Thank you ever so much!" This boy too closed the door and left, beaming with joy that he had made his rebbi 

so happy. 

Five minutes later, yet a third boy entered the room. "Rebbi, did you 

hear? Yaakov is exempt!" Once again Rav Yitzchak Elchonon smiled 

broadly and blessed the boy for the wonderful news. He thanked him 

and blessed him in the exact manner as with the previous boys. 

Six times, different boys came in with the same news, each one 

anticipating the happiness their rebbi would feel at the news, each one 

not aware that others had preceded him. Rav Yitzchak Elchonon 

smiled at each boy, expressed his gratitude and made him feel as 

important as the first one. 

The Ponovezher Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Eliezer Schach, of blessed memory, explained that the attention to the honor of a 

fellow Jew is one of the most important lessons we can learn. Therefore the Torah repeated and repeated each and 

every Nasi with the same “enthusiasm” to teach us the importance of respect for the individual. 

And now that the story of the repetitive princes was incorporated into the Torah, the lesson of individual attention, too, 

becomes not just a lesson in morality, but a portion of the Torah, whose study merits the same value as the most 

intricate laws that are contained in the most difficult portions.  

Because a lesson about honoring a fellow Jew is surely worth repeating. 

 



R’ Yaakov Kamenetsky z”l offers us insight into one of the most shocking Torah passages in 

existence. When a man warns his wife against being secluded with another man, and he 

suspects her of being unfaithful, the Torah prescribes an involved ritual. 

The woman is brought to Jerusalem, to the Bais HaMidash, and there her hair is undone, 

her clothes are torn, and she is degraded. Publicly humiliated, she and her husband are led 

to a special spot where the Kohain will take dust from the Temple floor and mix it into a 

vial of water. Then, the woman will be made to take an oath that she was faithful and if she 

was not that she accepts the violent death that awaits her. 

A scroll with verses including G-d’s name is written, and placed into the water where it 

becomes erased. The woman drinks it and if she is impure, her eyes begin to bulge, her 

stomach distends, and essentially she explodes. On the other hand, if she is pure, she will 

be blessed with children who are healthy and good-looking. 

Why do we need to go to such lengths for this? Why not rely on two witnesses that she was 

not unfaithful? Why not have the Kohain, through Ruach HaKodesh, Divine Inspiration, tell 

the husband that his wife was faithful? 

R’ Yaakov explains that this would not be sufficient, which is why HaShem was willing even 

to have His own name erased (which is a terrible sin in any other circumstance.) 

When a person has a doubt, and begins to distrust 

someone, it is very hard to dispel that. Even if the law 

stated that she was permitted to her husband, he would 

not be sure. Were a prophet to tell him that she hadn’t 

strayed, that would still not be enough to remove all 

doubt from his mind. 

Nothing short of a miracle, in which G-d Himself testifies, 

so to speak, that she is pure, will repair the rift. From 

here, says R’ Yaakov, we see the great importance of 

Shalom Bayis, peace in the home. If it were not so 

imperative, HaShem would not have established this. 

Some explain further. This woman behaved in a way that 

was inappropriate by hanging around with people she 

should not have. She secluded herself with a man which is a prohibited act. And yet, 

HaShem STILL wants to save this marriage. 

How often do we ourselves question our marriages or those of 

others? How many couples split over things that they ought to 

have been able to overcome? It is a sad epidemic that more and 

more people are allowing marriages to dissipate when they hit 

challenges. 

Perhaps, too, this is why the Sota procedure was so complex 

and embarrassing. Not only was HaShem willing to erase His 

name for this union, but each of the spouses had to be willing 

to go through humiliation, fear, and pain for it. 

This is a great lesson about marriage and about life. The very 

best things, the ones with the greatest potential, may also 

require the most self-sacrifice -- but they’re worth it. 
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