
 

 

 

 

 

Our Father wants us back no matter where we are holding in life… 

Weekly Torah portion Ki Sisa describes one of the worst sins which Jewish people have ever committed – 

the sin of the Golden Calf.  Even though the chief instigators were erev rav, nations who decided to leave 

Egypt together with the Jews, G-d ascribes the sin to the Jews. 

At the time of Exodus Jewish people reached the highest level of closeness to the Almighty.  They saw with 

their own eyes the 10 plagues and the miracles at the Red Sea.  They travelled in the desert, surrounded 

with Clouds of Glory, which saved them from enemies and wild beasts and leveled the ground under their 

feet.  They ate G-dly food – the mann.  At Mount Sinai they received the Torah with their soul and their 

bodies.   

This world was created, so that Jews will accept the Torah, and during giving of the Torah the world 

returned to the original state before the sin of the First Man.  After Adam ate from the forbidden fruit, 

death came into the world.  After giving of the Torah world again became immortal.  However, sin of the 

Golden Calf brought back the mortality of man and stopped the process of tikkun – correcting this World.  

What a bitter disappointment it was for the Almighty, Creator of the World, after what happened! 

Moshe Rabbeinu descended from Heaven, carrying two Tablets of Covenant, which were created by G-d 

Himself.  When Moshe saw what was going on in the camp, he broke the Tablets.  How was he supposed to 

treat the Jews after what they did? 

G-d told Moshe that He will destroy the nation, and a new nation will come from Moshe.  However, Moshe 

said, “If the chair, Jewish nation, could not stand on three legs, on the merits of Avraham, Itzhak and 

Yaakov, how will it stand only on my merits?  Forgive this nation; otherwise erase me from Your Book.” 

G-d accepted Moshe’s words and forgave the Jewish people.  What does Torah try to teach us?  Perhaps we 

can understand this with the following story: 
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One day as Gerrer Rebbe was walking with his gabbai through quiet streets of Jerusalem.  All of a 

sudden they were disturbed by the voice of an Arab Muzzaein, emitted by a loudspeaker in a mosque.  

Gerrer Rebbe, Beis Yisrael, frowned and asked, “Do you know what he’s saying!” He immediately 

answered, “He’s reading a text intended to arouse the memory of the chet ha’egel (sin of the Golden 

Calf) and bring upon Am Yisrael middas hadin (a measure of strict judgment). Then he smiled, “Ha! 

Arabs think that the recollection of the sin is the death knell of Am Yisrael. Hashem said that He will 

remember that sin for future times.  But they interpret it negatively, that HaShem has forsaken His 

people and relinquished His unique connection with us as His Chosen People.  Quite the opposite!  He 

forgave us, and the bond will remain forever. 

 We have to understand that even though Jews, who were on the highest level of holiness, disappointed G-

d so greatly, He forgave them.  So much more for us, simple Jews, whatever level we find ourselves on, G-d 

will always accept us, if we sincerely want to return to Him. 

However, it is not enough to just regret our mistakes, but do nothing about them.  In order to come close to 

G-d, we have to subjugate our will completely to His Will and do His commandments.  Our Heavenly Father 

wants to see that our intentions are, indeed, serious.  Even if we continue making mistakes, we have to 

acknowledge them and continue to move in the right direction! 

Wishing You All A Uplifting Shabbos! 

 

 

 

 

  

To donate or receive our parsha sheet email to lifeoftorah@gmail.com  

 

  

https://twitter.com/RabbiShteiman 
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