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ויקרא יעקב אל בניו ויאמר האספו ואגידה לכם את “ 49:1,2
אשר יקרא אתכם באחרית הימים.  הקבצו ושמעו בני יעקב 
 ”ושמעו אל ישראל אביכם

“Then Yaakov called for his sons and said, ‘Assemble yourselves 

and I will tell you what will befall you in the End of Days.  Gather 

yourselves and listen, O sons of Yaakov, and listen to Yisroel your 

father’.”  Yaakov’s time on this world was coming to an end.  The 

Torah tells us that he “assembled” his sons for he wanted to 

reveal to them what would happen at the End of Days.  The next 

Posuk says that Yaakov told to his sons to “gather” themselves 

and listen to him.  Why does Yaakov repeat that his sons should 

assemble / gather themselves?  The Torah says that Yaakov was 

going to reveal what would happen at the End of Days, and then 

goes on to tell us about the Brochos he gave his children.  Rashi – 

Yaakov wanted to reveal the end to his sons, but the Shechina 

departed from him and he began to say other things.  Why did 

the Shechina depart from Yaakov thereby not allow him to 

reveal the future?  The following Divrei Torah will expound on 

this topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  האספו ואגידה לכם את אשר יקרא “ 49:1,2 – 
הקבצו.  אתכם באחרית הימים ”  - The words “האספו” and “הקבצו” do not 

have the same meaning.  אסף means to remove something from 

an alien sphere, from a place where it does not belong, and 

gather it in where it does belong.  אסף is related to the word עזב, 

which means to disengage from everything alien and 

inappropriate.  Yaakov tells his children to האספו – to detach 

themselves from everything alien and to unite in a common goal.  

They were to become completely absorbed by their common 

destiny.  By contrast, the word קבץ is related to the word קפץ (to 

close), כוץ (to shrink), כבש (to compress).  Klal Yisroel are בני יעקב, 

children of Yaakov, a powerless minority.  “הקבצו” - Yaakov was 

telling his children that their strength lies in their קיבוץ,in their 

unity.  “ושמעו”, this word represents a spiritual power.  Only 

through spiritual power can a weak minority be victorious 

against a stronger majority.  Yaakov says that he will reveal what 

will occur in רית הימיםאח .  There is a difference between אחרית and 

 ,is that which comes afterwards אחרית is the end, while קץ  .קץ

after the end.  Yaakov was telling his children that if they will 

unite together as one people, with one goal, they will be Zoche 

to see ית הימיםאחר , the goal of history.   

“ 49:1,2 – העמק דבר  הקבצו ... ויקרא יעקב אל בניו ויאמר האספו
 Yaakov called to his “sons,” meaning his physical – ”ושמעו בני יעקב

sons.  He wanted them to be near so that the Brochos he would 

give them would be more effective for a Brocha is more potent 

when the one being blessed is in the presence of the one 

blessing.  Then Yaakov gave over a message to בני יעקב, to the 

nation Klal Yisroel, that they should follow in the ways of 

Hashem.   

“ 49:1 – שפת אמת  אשר יקרא אתכם באחרית האספו ואגידה לכם את 
 In order for Hakodosh Boruch Hu to grant us true – ”הימים

goodness, our Neshomos must be pure.  Golus is meant to purify 

us of the negative impact our Aveiros cause to our Neshomos.  If 

we knew when the Golus would end, it would take away much of 

the pain that Golus causes.  All suffering is more bearable if the 

end is known.  Therefore, Yaakov could not reveal the end of the 

Golus, for then the purpose of the Golus would not be fulfilled – 

which is for Klal Yisroel’s benefit.   

שזרע קוד  האספו ואגידה לכם את אשר יקרא אתכם באחרית “ 49:1 - 
 Yaakov Avinu wanted to reveal to his children when – ”הימים

Moshiach would come and redeem Klal Yisroel.  Yaakov was able 

to do this for he had Ruach Hakodesh.  As Yaakov was looking 

into the future, he saw all of the terrible pain and suffering that 

his children would have to endure.  This made Yaakov Avinu sad, 

and therefore the Shechina left him for the Shechina does not 

reside with one who is sad.  Once the Shechina left, Yaakov was 

no longer able to see what the future held.   

האספו ואגידה לכם את אשר יקרא אתכם באחרית “ 49:1 - פני דוד 
  ?to his children קץ Why did Yaakov want to reveal the – ”הימים

Yaakov Avinu said that his children are Tzaddikim.  The letters ח 

and ט are not in any of their names for they did not חט- sin.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu answered Yaakov, that just as they do not 

have the letters חט, they also do not have the letters קץ, and the 

  .should not be revealed to them קץ

האספו ואגידה לכם את אשר יקרא אתכם באחרית “ 49:1 - מלבים 
 The second Bais Hamikdash was destroyed because of – ”הימים

Sinas Chinam, hatred amongst Klal Yisroel.  Yaakov Avinu was 

telling his children that they will be Zoche to see the final Geulah 

if they are together as one, and there is no hatred amongst 

them. 

“ 98:2 – בראשית רבה  יוויקרא יעקב אל בנ ” – Rebbe Yudon said 

that this means that Yaakov called out to Hashem, imploring Him 

to be with his children.  Rebbe Pinchos said that it means that 

Yaakov invited Hashem to be with his children.  Rebbe Avun said 

that Yaakov appointed Hashem as a guardian over his children.   

 The – ”ויקרא יעקב אל בניו“ Bereishis Rabbah 98:2 – עץ יוסף 

Posuk could have said that Yaakov called “לבניו”, or “ בניו את ”.  The 

Torah used the word ל-א , for it is referring to Hashem.  Yaakov 

called to Hashem, regarding his sons.   

 Rebbe – ”את אשר יקרא אתכם באחרית הימים“ 98:2 – בראשית רבה 

Simon said that Yaakov foretold to his children of the downfall of 

Gog and Magog.  Rebbe Yehuda said that Yaakov showed them 

the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash, which would take place in 

the times of Moshiach.  The Rabbonon said that Yaakov intended 

to reveal the קץ to his children, but it became concealed from 

him.  Rebbe Yehuda said, in the name of Rebbe Elazar Bar Avina, 

that there were two individuals to whom the End was revealed, 

and was subsequently hidden from them: Yaakov and Daniel.  

Yaakov, as the Posuk says he wanted to reveal the end and then 

ended up speaking about other matters… blessing his children.  

This may be compared to the friend of a king who was dying.  

With his children situated around his bed he said to them, 

“Come I will reveal to you the secrets of the king.”  However, 

upon lifting his eyes he noticed that the king was standing before 

him.  He reconsidered telling them, and instead told them to be 

vigilant regarding the honor of the king.  Similarly, Yaakov was 

going to reveal secrets of the king, however, when he saw the 

Shechina there he reconsidered.  Instead, he told his children to 

be vigilant regarding the honor of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

את אשר יקרא אתכם באחרית “ Bereishis Rabbah 98:2 – עץ יוסף 
 According to the Moshol in the Medrash that the one – ”הימים

lying on his deathbed saw the king there and therefore told his 

children to honor the king – the קץ was not hidden from Yaakov.  

Rather Yaakov knew the קץ but decided not to reveal it.  Instead 

he told his children what he deemed to be more appropriate at 
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that time – and that was to always look to honor Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.   

 ”הקבצו ושמעו בני יעקב ושמעו אל ישראל אביכם“ 49:2 – כתב סופר 

– Yaakov told his children to gather together – meaning that 

they should be at peace with each other.  While the brothers 

were from different mothers, they were all from the same 

father.  None of them should feel arrogant that they are greater 

than the others.  The Brochos which Yaakov was to give his sons 

needed to have a vessel with which to retain them.  That vessel 

was that there needed to be peace amongst them.   

 ”הקבצו ושמעו בני יעקב ושמעו אל ישראל אביכם“ 49:2 - עוד יוסף חי 

– The Loshon of שמע means to understand.  The name Yaakov 

begins with a Yud, the smallest of all the letters, for Yaakov was 

exceedingly humble as we see the Torah calls Yaakov הקטן 

(Bereishis 27:15).  The remaining letters of his name spell עקב, for 

Yaakov saw himself as the heel – once again demonstrating his 

humility.  שמעו בני יעקב – Klal Yisroel – you need to understand 

how you are the children of Yaakov – you must be humble.   שמעו
 At the same time you must also understand why – אל ישראל אביכם

you are children of Yisroel – the name he was given for he toiled 

greatly in Torah.  ישראל is the letters לי ראש – the letter Yud in its 

full form is the same Gematria as כתר.  The Lamed represents 

 Crown of Torah – must always come – כתר תורה The  .לימוד התורה

   .first – ראש

האספו ואגידה לכם את אשר יקרא אתכם באחרית “ 49:2 - בן איש חי 
 Yaakov told his children about the great miracle that – ”הימים

Hakodosh Boruch Hu would perform for Klal Yisroel.   The 

Mitzriyim said, פן ירבה – lest they increase.  They wanted to 

destroy Klal Yisroel.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu said, כן ירבה וכן יפרוץ – 

they will increase and they will spread out (Shemos 1:12), in 

quality and quantity.  The letters after the word “ ימיםה ” is the 

letters וכן, כן  Yaakov told his children of what – ”אשר יקרא אתכם“  .

would happen, “באחרית” – after, “הימים” the letters of this word 

which is כן וכן – that while the Mitzriyim would attempt to get rid 

of Klal Yisroel, Hakodosh Boruch Hu would not let that happen, 

and instead caused Klal Yisroel to increase in quality and 

quantity.   

ם שיק"מהר   ”הקבצו ושמעו בני יעקב ושמעו אל ישראל אביכם“ 49:2 - 

– One way to ensure that one always follows in the ways of 

Hashem is if one keeps his heart and mind focused on his 

“family” – his forefathers.  How embarrassed would his 

forefathers be if he were to turn away from Hashem.  “ ושמעו אל
 Yaakov Avinu told his children that they should - ”ישראל אביכם

always remember their ancestors, in this way one will always 

follow in the ways of Hashem.    

י שטייף"מהר   Yaakov told his – ”את אשר יקרא“ 49:1 – 

children what would occur in the future.  Ma’aseh Avos Siman 

Labonim – what occurs by the fathers is a sign of what will 

happen to the children.  Yaakov knew what happened with 

himself and his forefathers, he told his children that all that 

happened to them was a sign of what would occur to Klal Yisroel 

in future years.   

האספו ואגידה לכם את אשר יקרא אתכם “ 49:1 - אך פרי תבואה 
 to his children but קץ Yaakov wanted to reveal the – ”באחרית הימים

the Shechina left him.  The answer as to how Klal Yisroel will be 

redeemed from the final Golus and be Zoche to see Moshiach is 

through Teshuva.  We must do Teshuva and return to Hashem.   

“ 49:2 – חתם סופר  ו אל ישראל אביכםהקבצו ושמעו בני יעקב ושמע ” 

 Klal Yisroel gather together, unite as one, rather than – ”הקבצו“ –

have endless friction.  “ושמעו בני יעקב” – Even if you are oppressed 

by the fear of relentless persecutions, as implied by the name 

Yaakov, even if it will take Haman to arouse you to do Teshuva, 

your Teshuva will cause Moshiach to come.  “ ושמעו אל ישראל
 The name of Yisroel represents a nation of stature and – ”אביכם

triumph.  This is when Klal Yisroel do Teshuva out of love for 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Any of these three situations will produce 

“the End of Days.” 

האספו ואגידה לכם את אשר יקרא אתכם באחרית “ 49:1 - קרן לדוד 
 Rashi says that Yaakov wanted to reveal the end to his – ”הימים

children, and it became hidden from him.  He therefore began to 

say other words.  If Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not want Yaakov to 

reveal the קץ (end), then for what purpose was it revealed to 

Yaakov?  In truth, it was revealed to Yaakov so that he could 

reveal it to his children.  Yaakov saw that horrific pain that would 

be inflicted upon his descendants during Ikv’sa D’mshicha (the 

final stage before the coming of Moshiach) and was saddened by 

it.  As the Gemara, Shabbos 30b tells us, when one is sad, the 

Shechina is not with him.  When Yaakov became saddened, he 

was no longer able to reveal the קץ to his children for he did not 

know.  He therefore “began” to discuss something else, 

something that would bring him joy, so that the Shechina would 

return to him and he would be able to reveal the קץ.   

 – ”אמונה הבאה לאדם מצד חקירתו“ – Sivan 5:2 – בני יששכר 

There are two types of Emunah.  There is an Emunah where one 

contemplates the world and recognizes that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu runs the world.  He uses his intellect to come to this 

understanding.   Being that this Emunah comes through the 

individual’s intellect – that means that his Emunah is subject to 

the limits of his intellect.  There is another type of Emunah – one 

passed down from generation to generation.   This Emunah is 

not based on one’s intellect – it is one hundred percent belief in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and is infinite.  This is the Emunah which 

must be instilled in every Yid’s heart.  

 Brochos 60b – “כל דעביד רחמנא לטב עביד” – “Everything 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu does, He does it for good.” 

 Perhaps now we can understand what happened when 

Yaakov Avinu wanted to reveal the “קץ” to his children.  

Immediately after these Pesukim the Torah goes on to tell us of 

the Brochos that Yaakov gave to each of his children.  Yaakov 

Avinu revealed to his children what they would need to know in 

order to survive the long and bitter exiles they would go through.  

Each Brocha that Yaakov gave was appropriate for that child, and 

not another.  The Gemara in Brochos (60b) tells us that all that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu does is good.  Yaakov told his children that 

they must not quarrel, for whatever happens to each individual 

is best for him, and one should not be jealous of another.  The 

Golus as well is for our benefit.  It is to purify and cleanse us so 

that we should be worthy of the “קץ.”  Our Emunah must be 

unwavering through all the pain and suffering for Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is our Father, and all is for our good.  The Shechina 

departed from Yaakov momentarily for Yaakov was saddened by 

what he saw would occur, but returned for the great message 

that Yaakov knew and lived by was that all Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

does is for good.  May we do a proper Teshuva and be Zoche to 

see the final Geulah במהרה בימינו אמן! 


