
We Can Do It! 
were mediocre at best, but he threw himself 
into his learning day and night without stop. 
Three years later, he could be counted 
among the best in yeshivah. He raised his 
heart in the ways of Hashem, and Hashem 
helped him succeed.  

The Ponevezer Rav started to build Yeshivas 
Ponevez in Bnei Brak during the Second 
World War, after losing most of his family in 
Europe. At that time, General Rommel was 
pushing across North Africa towards Eretz Yis-
roel, and the future seemed uncertain. Yet 
the Rav busied himself with the construction 
of a yeshivah building large enough to house 
hundreds of bochurim. Someone incredulous-
ly asked him, “Are you dreaming?” to which 
he responded, “Yes, I’m dreaming, but I’m 
not sleeping!” Before long there were thou-
sands of bochurim in the yeshivah. The Rav 
raised his heart and gave it his all, and Ha-
shem did the rest.  

Sometimes we would like to take on a kabba-
lah in ruchniyus but we fear failure. “And he 
raised his heart in the ways of Hashem” is a 
pasuk that obligates us to give it our all. With 
Hashem’s help, we can do it!  

Rabbi Schwartz is a full-time member of the 
kollel. 

I 
n describing those people who constructed 
the Mishkan, the pasuk in Parshas Vayak-
hel (35:21) states: “Every man whose 

heart inspired him came…” It is difficult to un-
derstand why the pasuk offers this particular 
description. Weren’t skilled laborers needed 
for the job, rather than unskilled people, how-
ever inspired? 

The Ramban (ad loc.) answers this question, 
verifying that indeed, the people who came 
were definitely not skilled craftsmen. In Mitz-
rayim, they performed manual labor and so 
were not proficient in the art of crafting fine 
gold (see Ramban 31:2). Rather, they came 
because they felt in their hearts that they 
could do so. “And he elevated his heart in the 
ways of Hashem” (Chronicles II: 1, 6), thus 
enabling them to master the finest skills of 
craftsmanship.  They strove to raise their level 
of service of Hashem; once they tried, Ha-
shem helped them succeed.  

We can glean a tremendous insight into serv-
ing Hashem from this answer. Even if a per-
son thinks he can’t do something, if he ele-
vates his heart in the ways of Hashem, he will 
succeed. Hashem grants special help to those 
who raise their hearts to serve him. I wit-
nessed an example of this phenomenon when 
I was learning in Yeshivas Mir in 
Yerushalayim. A bachur arrived whose abilities 
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hazal enacted that the laws of Pesach be 
taught publicly within the thirty days preced-
ing Pesach. During this period of time, one is 

also required to prepare himself to be able to fulfill 

the mitzvos of Pesach properly.  

The Mishna Berura (436) writes that during these 

thirty days, one should be careful not to leave cha-
metz in places where it would be difficult to re-
move on erev Pesach. Nowadays, because most of 
our living quarters contain several rooms, it is rec-
ommended that one begin ridding his house of cha-
metz well before erev Pesach to ensure that he 
may perform the bedikah – searching for chametz, 

as well as the biur – destroying the chametz, 

properly. 
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One who owns a kzayis of chametz on Pesach trans-
gresses the prohibitions of ba’al yerueh uba’al 
yimatsei. One who owns less than a kzayis of cha-
metz has also transgressed an issur, however there 
is a difference of opinion as to whether this is a 
biblical or rabbinical prohibition. When the cha-

metz is reduced to crumbs, the usual prohibition of 
possessing chametz does not apply. Many poskim 
(see Sha’ar Tzion 433:23) do not obligate one to 
search for or destroy crumbs. (Crumbs are small, 
unrecognizable pieces of chametz. A cheerio, for 
example, is not a crumb.) The Chazon Ish writes, 
that although crumbs are considered worthless and 

therefore the prohibition of possessing such cha-
metz does not apply, Chazal forbid one to own cha-
metz in any form lest one inadvertently eat it on 
Pesach. Hagoan Reb Shlomo Zalman Aurbach quot-
ed in Halichos Shlomo (123) states that one need 
not search for chametz crumbs in places where 

they would be unappetizing if found. For example, 
with crumbs that may be found in between the pag-
es of seforim or on the floor, there is no concern 
that one would inadvertently eat them on Pesach, 
and therefore they need not be searched for. If, 
however, there is concern that the chametz crumbs 
may come in contact with food on Pesach, such as 

crumbs in seforim that one might bring to the ta-

ble, or crumbs found in eating and food prepara-
tion areas, then those crumbs must be removed 

from these areas before Pesach. 
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Crumbs that adhere to the surface of an object 

need not be removed and destroyed, even ac-
cording to the Chazon Ish mentioned above. Nev-
ertheless the Rosh (Pesachim Perek 3:2) states 
that Bnei Yisroel are kedoshim, a holy people, 
they are scrupulous to clean even crumbs of cha-
metz that may have adhered to a chair.  Much of 

the scrubbing we do in preparation for Pesach 
can be attributed to this concept of “Yisroel 
Kedoshim”. It should be noted, however, that if a 
chemical cleanser is used, chametz will likely be-
come inedible for canine consumption (nifsal 
me’achilas kelev) and will therefore not present 
a problem for Pesach, even if some chametz rem-

nants remain.  

Areas and utensils being sealed and sold to a non-

Jew over Pesach need not be cleaned. The 
acharonim also point out that the concept of 
“Yisroel Kedoshim” does not obligate one to 
search for unknown chametz crumbs (see discus-
sion regarding crumbs above), but rather to only 

clean small remnants of known chametz.  
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The Shulchan Aruch Harav (433:19 and Kuntress 
Acharon) states that chametz found in a pit that 
does not have a ladder in it and is not accessed 

during the year need not be removed before Pe-
sach.  Chametz found behind heavy appliances 
that one does not move throughout the year may 
likewise be exempt, if they are beyond hands 
reach. Nevertheless, it is the minhag Yisroel to 
move kitchen appliances to access and destroy all 

chametz (Harav Dovid Zucker Shlit”a).   When 
moving the appliances requires great effort, one 
should consult a rav.  Furniture that one moves 
occasionally (e.g. to access an electrical outlet or 
to clean) should be moved for Pesach cleaning. 
Regarding heavy furniture that is difficult to 

move one should consult a rav.  

Rabbi Francis co-author of Laws of an Eruv learns 

daily at the kollel. 


