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In the unlikely event that you’re not familiar with Ralph 
Kramden, just as well. Suffice it to say that he is a peren-

nial loser whose view of life is based on his life history-
driven assumption that for every “up” in life, there’s going 
to be a “down” that more than undoes the “up”.  May God 
protect us, that does seem to be the reality for some people. 
For most of us, even when it’s going well, we are aware, 
or should be aware, that lurking out there somewhere is the 
possibility that, for no reason apparent to us, from “out of 
left field” something can come along to spoil things. 

We pray for God’s blessing in life. Everything is from 
Him. But we don’t really have a full grasp on how it all 
works, and why. We just have to do the best that we can to 
earn God’s blessing, and hope and pray that what we are 
dealt in life is, in fact, also experienced by us as blessing, 
without having to resort to tests of faith to believe that it 
is so.  

And we must bless each other. This is part of our man-
date in life in how we relate to each other. God wants us 
to bless each other, and He is listening for those blessings. 

We’ve all heard people, when conferring a bracha on 
someone in a public address, identify that bracha, humbly 
(with real or, well, perhaps less than fully genuine, humil-
ity), as a bircas hediot,  the blessing of a plain person. 

We are taught that the blessing of even a plain person 
has power: al t’he bircas hediot kalah b’eynecha, do not 
discount the importance, or the power, of the blessing of a 
plain person. Based on a gemara ( Megillah 15a), this is a 
nearly universally known and recognized saying in Jewish 
circles. 

We all recognize that brachos are important, and that 
they must have some efficacy. After all, we resort to them 
all the time. We wish each other mazal tov on happy occa-
sions, we wish each other health and life and all manner 
of good things, and the recipient of those blessings always 
says “amen”. 

And so it’s a bit odd that while we take bircas hediot 
seriously, and we certainly take the bracha of a tzadik seri-

ously, there seems to be something of a sociological divide 
on what kind of tzadik’s bracha has value. 

Some Jews prize the bracha of all tzadikim, and some, 
of their particular Rebbe especially. Others seem to prize 
the bracha of the great Rosh Yeshiva, as much as any cha-
sid prizes the blessing of his Rebbe, but turn their noses 
up skeptically at the power of the bracha of a tzadik of a 
different style. Well, that’s human nature. 

Be that as it may, everybody does seem to agree that 
bircas hediot, at least, has power, or may have power. 
Chazal have told us so. Perhaps it is because the action of 
that hediot evokes a judgment for the good on behalf of the 
recipient, and he thus serves as a kind of conduit for that 
bracha to reach the one who is blessed. 

Unfortunately, while we often think about bircas hedi-
ot, there is another potential reality in the world, the power, 
lo aleinu, of killilas hediot, the curse of a plain person. 
The Gemara documents that as well on the same page in 
Megillah: Al t’he killilas hediot kalah b’eynecha. Do not 
discount the importance, or the power, of the curse of a 
plain person. 

After the plague of Darkness, Pharaoh says the Jews 
can leave -- but he attaches unacceptable conditions, and 
then he promptly reneges altogether. Moshe and Pharaoh 
have a sharp exchange. Pharaoh tells Moshe, get away from 
me, and watch out: al tosef r’os panai; you will no longer 
see my face, for on the day that you see my face you will 
die! 

Ba’al Haturim reminds us the other place in the To-
rah where this phrase is used. It is, indeed, on the day of 
Moshe’s death, when, in response to Moshe’s pleading 
to be allowed to enter the Land of Israel, God tells him, 
sharply, Rav lach! Enough! Al tosef daber ailai od bada-
var hazeh!  Do not speak to Me any more regarding this! 
Moshe is told that his fondest wish is to be denied, and that 
he will now die. 

The very language, the phraseology, Pharaoh used to 
curse  Moshe regarding his death was used in Moshe’s 

“Be Kind to the Little People You Pass On Your Way 
Up the Ladder of Success -- You’ll Meet Them Again 
On Your Way Down”  Ralph Kramden

The World is a More Dangerous Place Than You Thought
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actual “death sentence” forty years later. Somehow, Pha-
raoh’s al tosef r’os panai  connects to al tosef daber ailai 
badavar hazeh. 

But why should that be? Pharaoh was the bad guy, evil, 
cruel, arrogant, without merit. And yet his curse was not 
altogether without efficacy. The Gemara offers the example 
of Avimlech complaining to Sarah, that she had fooled him, 
“covered his eyes” from the truth that she was Avraham’s 
wife, and in so doing, he slipped in a curse that Sarah’s 
offspring should suffer from blindness -- have their eyes 
“covered” -- as indeed happened with Yitzchak, and later 
with Yaakov. 

Of course, the world that God runs is not random. There 
is a reason and a cheshbon for everything. Imrei Noam 
points here to the teaching that when God told Moshe “Rav 
lach!”, Enough! “Al tosef daber ailai badavar hazeh”, the 
words “rav lach” refers an area of responsibility, indeed 
culpability, that Moshe brought upon himself, that ties into 
his encounter with Pharaoh, and and to much of the trouble 
that befell the Jewish People in the midbar. And that is 
those pesky troublemakers, the Eirev Rav, the “mixed mul-
titude” of non Jews that Moshe allowed to join Israel in the 
Exodus. They not only were a terrible, instigating  thorn 
in their side during the forty years of their wandering, in-
ducing them to terrible sins, but they also apparently have 
never left us, and to this day are discernible as the bad Jews 
among us -- and there are, unfortunately, some very bad 
Jews indeed among us --  who are disloyal, and instigate, 
and lead the people astray in every which way. 

Rav lach: those bums the Eirev Rav are yours, Moshe. 
They are on your head. They are your responsibility. It was 
your decision to let them join Israel in the Exodus, and all 
the bad that they did, all the harm that they caused, played 
a role in God’s ultimate judgment to deny Moshe his wish 
to enter the Land. 

One can argue that Moshe, a very kind man, was being 
kind to those people who also wanted out. Apparently it 
seemed like the right thing, if you will, the liberal-minded, 
thing to do. But Moshe’s kindness to that rabble was, in 
fact, catastrophic for his own People. 

God has a cheshbon, and the world is run with a chesh-
bon. All things are weighed, and infinite factors play a role 
in that cheshbon. Sometimes things may hang in the bal-
ance, waiting for another factor to kick in before a judg-
ment is made. And every person in this world is a con-
duit of some kind. God hears a bracha, and God hears, lo 
aleinu, a klallah. 

The bracha of a tzadik carries the power of the tzidkus 
of that tzadik. The bracha of a hediot, in the system God 
put into this world, has its own efficacy. Do not discount 
its power.  And, unfortunately, every dog has its day. The 
klallah of a hediot, even a rasha, lo aleinu, cannot be dis-
counted. God may not listen to it, but then, he may have a 
reason to. May God protect us.

The world is, indeed, a more dangerous place than you 
might think. What we do and how we act in every sphere 
of life has consequences. How we interact with others has 
consequences. Why are the Ralph Kramdens, the lo yit-
zlachs of the world, the losers of the word, lo yitzlachs? 
Who can know? Cheshbonei Shamayim, a matter of Heav-
enly judgment beyond our ken. We can make no assump-
tions, and must always strive to do the best. And yes, be 
kind to the little people we pass on our way up the ladder 
of success, even as we hope, and pray, not to have to meet 
them, God forbid, on the way down. 

The lesson, I think, is to take every person entirely se-
riously. The tzadik of course, but the plain person too. We 
do not know who is imbued with what power to affect us at 
any given moment. But if we act kindly toward everyone, 
if we are honest and pleasant in our dealings with people, if 
we are careful not to give offense, if, to the extent possible 
in life, if we avoid conflict and strife, which are cloaked 
in klallah,  if the face we show others bears a smile rather 
than a sneer or indifference, if we are polite to the stranger 
as well as to those who are close to us, if, by the way we 
conduct ourselves with others we evoke in them only posi-
tive feelings, then we will have gone a long way in evoking 
bracha in life, for ourselves and for our loved ones. 

At the same time, the trick -- the art, really, is to do so 
wisely. My father, who was well schooled in the wisdom 
of life, and who was a very fine person, taught that “too 
much” of anything is no good; even “too good” can be no 
good. Witness, Moshe Rabbeinu and the Eirev Rav. 

And when it’s over, when the story of our lives on this 
earth is done, having lived that exemplary life of good-
ness and chesed, having touched the world with kindness 
and piety, decency, friendliness and respect, those we have 
left behind, those who knew us, will say of us, “zichrono  
l’vracha. 

Yerucham Baruch Reich
Parashas Bo 5777

Yerucham Reich
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HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: MID-WINTER VOACATION PART II
R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel

Airline Meals 
Q: What should one be concerned about when eating the 
rolls on an airline meal?

A: One should be concerned that his “mezonos roll” is not all that 
“mezonos” for numerous reasons:

1) One will usually be eating it together with the other foods i.e. 
eggs, yogurt, chumus etc.. This would therefore give it the status 
of a k’vias seudah1 which would require one to wash, make 
hamotzie and recite birchas hamazon.2

2) Even if he were to just eat the roll by itself, many mezonos 
rolls do not have apple juice as the majority ingredient nor is the 
taste of the apple juice recognizable enough3 to distinguish this 
roll as pas habah b’kisnin (i.e. cakes, pies, knishes etc.). 

3) Even if the “fruit juice” is of the majority, the bulk of juices 
added to these rolls are not real fruit juice but rather water that is 
only “fruit flavored”.4 More so if it actually is “real” fruit juice, 
this also is usually  only 20% fruit juice from concentrate with 
80% water.5 All of these common possibilities inhibit these rolls 
to meet the criteria for being comprised of majority fruit juice. 
It is therefore ideal to wash and bentch on the roll when eating 
it with other food items and thereby avoid all Halachic issues.6

Q: If one drinks the milk of any major company (i.e. 
Dellwood, Krasdale, Garelick etc.) based on the leniency of 
R’ Moshe Feinstein zt”l, may he rely on this leniency in other 
countries aside for the U.S.?

A: The entire idea behind the leniency is based on the fact that 
United States government regulations requires that all milk be 
that of a cow as opposed to any other animal (i.e. goat, camel 
pig). Out of ear of infractions and fines which will invariably 
lead to poor public relations we can be assured, according to R’ 
Moshe zt”l, that all milk is from a cow and is not chalav t’ameah. 
The understanding is that since we “know” that it is cow’s milk 
that is being used  it is almost as if we actually “saw” that the 
animal being milked is a cow.7 When traveling out of the U.S. 
This fear of government sanctions and loss of reputation is not 
as much a reality as the laws are not identical to those of the 
American government.8 One should therefore only purchase 
items with recognizable symbols of Kashrus and confer with a 
knowledgeable Kashrus authority for a particular psak on an any 
individual item.

Birchas Gomel & Tefilas Haderech
Q: Should one say Gomel upon landing at his destination?

A: While many have the tradition to only make this bracha 
after taking an international flight9 (i.e. to Eretz Yisroel), other 
Poskim seem to hold that even after taking a domestic flight (i.e. 
Florida, Chicago, Toronto etc.) one should make the bracha.10 
The tradition seems to be with the former view. 

Q: When is the ideal time to recite tefilas haderech when 
traveling by plane?

A: Although there is a well known psak of the Rogerchover 
zt”l not to say tefilas haderech on an airplane as traveling via 
shamayim is not considered “haderech”, the custom is that one 
does recite tefilas haderech when taxiing down the runway.

Tefillah 
Q: Should one daven vasikin on the plane or wait until 
landing and then daven at a later minyan?

A: Since davening in the area right near the restrooms serves 
to be a large inconvenience to the other passengers, one should 
be encouraged to daven upon landing in a place that is more 
conducive to prayer and less conducive to Chilul Hashem.

Q: In the event that one will not be able to daven upon 
landing at his destination, how should one go about praying 
while traveling?

A: Halachically one should not really start traveling before 
he prays.11 However, if one’s only option is to daven while en 
route, and he will not have proper concentration when standing, 
he may sit through the entire davening, making sure to stand in 
the places of Shemonai Esrai where one bows down.12 While 
this alternative may be practiced on a train or airplane, if one is 
driving a car this would not be permitted,13 as one is not able to 
daven while engaged in other activity. 

Staying in a hotel over Shabbos 
Q: Is there an issue with elevators on Shabbos?

A: Since the make and model of each system differs from each 
company as well as within each company alternating their 
blueprints from year to year, it is difficult to render an overall 
ruling on each elevating device. In general, R’ Moshe Feinstein 
zt”l14 prohibited it because it looks as if one would be pushing 
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the buttons (ma’aris ayin). R’ Shlomo Zalman Aurbauch zt”l15 
permitted using an elevator provided that:

1) the elevator stops automatically on each floor

2) the doors open and close by themselves

3) nothing is activated via an electric eye or sensor

There are those who then hold that one may only use these special 
Shabbos elevators when ascending as opposed to descending.16 
Either way, since the type of elevator (i.e. electric traction, 
hydraulic etc.) as well as the situation being dealt with (ill, weak, 
elderly, infirm etc.) varies from case to case, this question can 
only be dealt with by a prominent halachic authority familiar 
with the particulars  of the situation.

Q: Are there any problems with entering and exiting a hotel 
room on Shabbos? 

A:  One has to be concerned with the fact that most rooms 
today do not have manual locks and are accessed via automatic 
cards. While one may have non-Jews open the door for him 
under extenuating circumstances (based on the concept of shvus 
d’shvus b’makom tzorech)17 it is difficult to say that anytime one 
wants to leave his room to go for a stroll that this is considered 
“extenuating circumstances.” It would therefore be ideal to place 
all of one’s valuables in the safe prior to Shabbos and leave the 
door latch in between the door and the post hence not having to 
come onto a non-Jew doing melacha every time one wants to 
leave and then reenter his room.

Q: Assuming that one is able to secure a a key for manual 
lock what other concerns may one encounter?

A: A common issue that may arise in a hotel is the concept of 
having to make an eiruvai chatzairos. The sages ordained that 
people living in an area when two or more private homes have 
common access to a certain area (courtyard, hallway, lobby 
etc.) they may not carry through there even though the area is 
completely enclosed as it appears as if one is carrying from a 
private domain to a public domain.18 Chazal therefore allowed 
one to make an eiruvai chatzairos in which everyone becomes 
part of  “one family” by partaking in a seudah that is set aside19 
for the consumption of all inhabitants of the i.e. hotel, bungalow 
or apartment building.20 If the owner or manager of the hotel is 
Jewish one need not make an eiruv.21 If the owner of the hotel is 

a non-Jew then the following steps should be taken:

(a) take a box of matzah and keep it in one hotel room

(b) give the matzah to a thrid party (unrelated to the one who 
owns it)

(c) the owner recites the b’racha on the eiruv22

(d) the third  party lifts it up a tefach (approx. 4 inches) and has 
in mind to acquire it for all guests

(e) the owner says the rest of the text (b’hadain eiruva...)23

In the event that there are irreligious Jews staying in the hotel as 
well one should:

    (f) rent the hotel (for a nominal sum) from the manager in order 
to secure “ownership”24 to allow this binding of all families to 
take place.

FOOTNOTES
1. S.A. 168:6
2. Aruch Hashulchan 168:18
3. Piskai Halachos The Laws of Brachos 8:D2
4. Shevet Halaivi 8:32
5. By law the company is still allowed to claim that it is 100% fruit 

juice even if it is from concentrate
6. M.B. 168:25, 26
7. R’ Moshe zt”l brings numerous proofs from both Hilchos aidus 

and Hilchos mamonos that a strong “y’ideah” is considered a bona 
fide “re’iah” when Halachah requires on to see something

8. As many foreign officials have been proven to be corrupt
9. Orchas Rabbainu B’Shem the Stiepler, Sh”Ut Yichaveh Da’as 2:26
10. Be’er Moshe 7:69
11. Shulchan Aruch Harav 89:4
12. S.A. 94:5, Igros  Moshe O.C. 4:20, 4:5, Be’er Moshe 3:14
13. Pischai Teshuvos 94:8, Halichos Shlomo 8:4
14. Igros Moshe O.C. 2:95
15. SSK”H 23 footnote 140
16. SSK”H 23:40
17. S.A. 307:5
18. Rashi Shabbos 6a D”h lo eirvo issurin
19. S.A. 366:1
20. Eiruvin 49a, Rambam Hilchos Eiruvin 1:6
21. Teshuva from the Be’er Moshe:72
22. Baruch atah hashem....asher kidishanu b’mitzvosav...al mitzvas 

eiruv
23. Of which can be found in your average siddur
24. M.B. 382:22 
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REALLY LIVING THE MOMENT
R’ Akiva Eisenstadt  Rosh Kollel 

This week’s parsha is host to the very first Mitzvah which 
was presented to the nation of Klal Yisroel. “Hachodesh 

Hazeh Lochem Rosh Chadashim- this month shall be for you 
the beginning of all months.” Our very first mitzvah is to estab-
lish the months of the year based on the determination of a Beis 
Din (court of Jewish Law).

On the surface of things, Rav Elie Munk asks, this precept 
does not seem to be related to the immediate miracle of the de-
liverance from Egypt (as opposed to many of the other mitzvos 
given in this week’s parsha). If so, why was a mitzvah of such 
technical nature accorded the high honor of being the first law 
that the Torah revealed to the Jewish people as they were leav-
ing Egypt?

Rav Munk answers that giving precedence to the sancti-
fication of the moon, months and Jewish calendar contains a 
deep and fundamentally ethical imperative for the Jewish na-
tion. That is, the ability and prerogative to keep our Judaism 
fresh, renewed and alive. When we look at and perceive the 
moon, the celestial body which the Jews keep and count their 
months, and when we see its waxing and waning, its cycle and 
its constant renewal, we are also supposed to glean something 
inherent about ourselves. Rav Munk explains that this vital no-
tion is that Klal Yisroel is also blessed with the ability to main-
tain an eternally youthful spirit and enthusiasm for our ethical 
and spiritual purity. 

The daily Krias Shema contains the verse- “vehayu hede-
varim ha’ela asher anochi metzavcha hayom al levavecha” 
– let these words (the Torah) that I command to you be today   
be on your heart. Rashi sees an allusion in the words “today on 
your heart”. He says that each day one should see the Torah as 
brand new. Think of the Mitzvos as if you received them today, 
as if they have the same novelty, freshness and originality of 
a brand new mitzvah. We have to keep that freshness running 
every day of lives.

How can one accomplish this? It is obviously not an easy 
task and easier said than done. Every year hundreds of articles 
are written, many books are published and dozens of seminars 
are attended for this one idea on how to keep life fresh and ex-
citing. Yet, it seems elusive for many. However, we can suggest 
the following idea. 

The Mishneh in Pirkei Avos (5, 5) tells us that there were 
many phenomenal miracles that commonly occurred in the Beis 
Hamikdash. One of the miracles was that there was a heavenly 
fire that descended onto the Mizbeach- the sacrificial alter- and 
that miraculous fire stayed lit, never to be extinguished. 

Yet curiously, the Torah tells us that the Kohanim did in-
deed have a Mitzvah to place a new fire on the MIzbeach every 

day. The Gemarah in Yoma (21b) tells us that although the fire 
of heavenly origin was permanently present on the MIzbeach 
and, in fact, there was no need for the Kohanim to start or add 
to the fire, the Kohanim were nevertheless commanded to add a 
fire of an earthly origin to the heavenly fire. 

Why does the Kohen have to add to the fire?  What is the 
significance of this command? What is the Torah trying to teach 
us? 

Rav Yosef Nechemia Kornitzer zt’l provides with a beauti-
ful insight and a remarkable message. 

Rav Kornitzer explains that throughout the year there are 
various times and types of heavenly inspiration and influence. 
For instance, the month of Nissan not only celebrates the exo-
dus from Egypt but is a time of the year especially primed for 
the redemption of our nation as the gemara in Rosh Hashana 
(10B) says “B’Nissan Nigalu, B’Nissan Asidin Lehgoel”-The 
past exodus happened in Nissan and the future Geulah will also 
take place in Nissan.  The month of Elul is particularly primed 
for Teshuva and forgiveness; hence we celebrate Rosh Hashana 
and Yom Kippur, days of intense introspection and returning to 
God. We connect with Hashem in that month as we would not 
be able to in any other month. On Shabbos, the Hashpa’ah amd 
shechina is also present and we maintain a special closeness 
between us and the Ribono Shel Olam as the Shechina- Shab-
bos Kallah comes to visit. Adar is the month of Purim, a month 
of Simcha and joy, a month of historical national redemption 
and Geulah. 

However, it is possible, and unfortunately all too common, 
for these exceptional times to just pass us by, or maybe we 
passed by it, without our ever recognizing the great opportunity 
that they represent.  That is because - Even though Hashem is 
waiting for us to be inspired and although the time is ripe in 
the heavens, we ultimately have to do our part and welcome 
those times into our lives. 

That is what the Kohen’s fire symbolizes; it represents our 
crucial input into these days. Yes, there may already be a heav-
enly fire burning on the Mizbeach. Nonetheless, the Kohen still 
needs to add his personal fire to the Mizbeach.  This is to teach 
us that we too need to do our part to connect with the Heavenly 
Hashpa’ah during the various times of the year. 

The Meiri, in his introduction to Masechta Brachos, con-
veys a parallel message. The Meiri writes that a person must 
take something out from every experience that Hashem affords 
him.  He emphasizes that Shabbos and Yomim Tovim must also 
bring about a spiritual improvement in each of us so that we 
have gained inspiration from that particular day.  If a Jew re-
mains unchanged after a Shabbos or a Yom Tov and has merely 



THE SHTIEBLE 7

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt

- sat in a hut (succos), ate some brittle matzah (pesach), drank a 
little too much Purim wine, and /or had heartburn from cholent 
(Shabbos) or cheesecake (shavuos) or even if he heard a rams 
horn being blown (Rosh Hashana) but did all these things with-
out understanding or gaining from the specialness and inspira-
tion of each individual day, then he had sadly lost out on the 
opportunities of a lifetime. 

Rabbi Paysach Krohn writes in his book – “Spirit of the 
Maggid”- a whimsical story that relates wonderfully to this 
idea.

30 years ago, Nachman Reiner, then a young bachur in 
the Mirrer yeshiva in Yerushalayim, decided to return home 
to Midwest America. Upon the urging of his friend, Rav Elya 
Baruch Finkel, he went to the famed mashgiach, Rav Yechez-
kiel Levenstien, for a Brachah (blessing). Being that Nachman 
didn’t speak Yiddish very well, Reb Elya Baruch went along 
with him to help translate. The legendary mashgiach looked 
sternly at Nachman and asked- “Nu, mit vus geist du tzurik?” 
(So, with what are going back?)

Nachman, not understanding the nuances of Yiddish re-
plied “mit el al” (with el al airlines). Incredulous, the mashgi-
ach responded “Nein, ich mein vus nemst du mit? (No, I mean 
what are you taking with you?). “Rebbe”, Nachman replied, 
“I’m going with two suitcases!” 

Rav Chatzkal seemed exasperated, until Reb Elya Baruch 
explained that Nachman’s Yiddish was poor thus he did not 
understand the questions, but he assured the Mashgiach that 
Nachman indeed had studies hundreds of blatt Gemarah and 
was “taking” that with him back to America. 

We too have to “take” from a Shabbos and Yom Tov and 
even if we haven’t started yet, there is never a shabbos that is 
too late to start doing so.  And he suggests a way that we can 
practically tap into these extraordinary moments of Jewish life. 

Make up to do one special, extra thing on that day. 
If it’s Shabbos/Yom Tov then perhaps learn Hilchos Shab-

bos/Yom Tov or listen to shiurim about them. (I have found 
Rabbi Shimshon Pincus’s shiurim on Shabbos to be very pow-
erful). Prepare a d’var torah to say at the table that everyone 
will enjoy, or welcome Shabbos earlier than usual (or, perhaps, 
even on time). By doing something special for the Shabbos/
Yom Tov day you will come to prepare for it, appreciate it, con-
nect with it and gain from it in the best possible manner.

By appreciating and taking full advantage of the mitzvos, 
Shabbos, Yom Tov and all of the Torah and by using all of the 
opportunities to perform them, we will be able to maintain the 
enthusiasm of our youth, the freshness of our spiritual pursuit 
and the excitement of our heritage.

Have a great Shabbos! 

Rabbi Berach Steinfeld
TIPPING THE SCALES OF JUDGMENT

The posuk tells us that Hashem said, “I hardened the heart 
of Pharaoh and the heart of his servants so I can judge 

them and punish them.”
The question arises; why should Pharaoh be punished if 

his heart was hardened and he was unable to do anything else? 
He had no choice!

We can answer this question with the following parable:
There was a Jew who was involved in a court case against 

a non-Jew at a non-Jewish courthouse. The judge presiding 
over the case was also a non-Jew.

The Jew walks into the courtroom and puts down a few 
thousand dollars in front of the judge. The judge turned red in 
the face and screamed at him, “What is this? This looks like 
bribery!”

The Jew responds, “That is correct. It is bribery.”
The Judge couldn’t believe his ears. Here was a man ad-

mitting to attempted bribery! He turned to the Jew and said, 
“You know that bribery causes the heart of the judge to be 

tilted in the favor of the one giving the bribe, and that would 
be unacceptable.”

The Jew responded that whatever the judge said is cor-
rect. “However,” he continued, “if you, the judge, would be 
Jewish and the two plaintiffs in question would both be Jew-
ish, my bribe would be tilting your judgment in my favor. 
Since in this case you are a non-Jew and my adversary is a 
non-Jew, I am just trying to even things out since you would 
naturally be inclined towards the non-Jew.”

That is exactly what was happening to Pharaoh. Pharaoh 
was the recipient of so many makkos and punishments to the 
extent that he was very biased about sending out the Bnai Yis-
roel; not because it was a balanced decision but more so to 
protect himself from these makkos. Therefore, Hashem had 
to balance the score and hardened his heart.

Do you have a topic or discussion you want to read about? 
Please send comments or questions to hymanbsdhevens@
gmail.com orBerachsteinfeldscorner@gmail.com
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WEEKLY INSIGHTS
R’ Aharon Finkelstein  Chaver HaKollel

Why would anyone purchase a lottery ticket?
Any statistics analyst would say that if you 

consider the odds of winning, it would make more sense to 
take the money and burn it then to make this acquisition. 
Yet, despite this rationale, millions of people go out and buy 
lottery tickets regularly. Some do so consistently without fail, 
in the face of snow, wind, or rain.

Some psychologist will present an interesting argument 
for why this is so. When an individual purchases this ticket, 
the machinations of the mind creates an imagery of the “What 
if?” scenario. “What if I won the lottery? What would I do? 
Well, I would quit my job, I would buy the house I have 
always wanted, I will go on vacation, and I will now live the 
life of my dreams!” This euphoric state continues as long as 
the lottery ticket is in his hand and the winner has not been 
called. This person is able to dream and in reality, it is the 
ability to have this dream that he is actually paying for when 
he buys the lottery ticket.

Nevertheless, there might be a different vantage point of 
why people buy lottery tickets. This is a vantage point which 
may shed some light on an interesting aspect of this week’s 
parsha.

The Egyptians profess that the sun was a G-d, but in a 
moment’s time the truth was revealed. The Plague of Darkness 
spread over the land, causing the “sun of the Egyptians” to be 
powerless. Yet, the Jews had luminosity wherever they went. 
The Torah states, “No man could see his brother nor could 
anyone rise from his place, but for all the Children of Israel 
there was light in their dwelling” (Bo 10:23). 

The Chidushei Harim (1799-1866) gives a novel 
interpretation of the verse. He explains, homiletically, that 
this verse is not only a description of the actual darkness, 
but also represents the darkness that falls unto an individual 
when he becomes egocentric. As the verse indicates, “No 
man could see his brother”, means that he cannot sense his 
fellow man’s pain, he only is able to focus on himself and 
he becomes desensitized to the world around him. When the 
verse says “he cannot rise from his place”, it is an indication 
of a person not being able get up and be able to see beyond the 
circumstances surrounding him. He is stuck in his place only 
seeing his situation without being able to see anyone else’s.

This type of mentality breeds an inability to grow and 
become a better person spiritually.

 So the question is what could be one of the reasons of 
how a person is brought to this mindset?

The answer to this may come about from how we make 
decisions. Harvard psychologist Dr. Daniel Gilbert asks of us 

an interesting query. What is more common? Are there more 
four letter words that begin with the letter “R” or are there 
more four letter words that have their third letter as being “R”?

Practically every person that is asked this question will 
say that the answer is there are more four letter words that 
begin with the letter “R”.

Why is this so?
The reason is quite simple. Our ability to recall words that 

begin with the letter “R” is much easier than recalling words 
with its third letter as “R”. Try looking up in the dictionary 
words with its third letter as “R”, it is just not done. The 
actuality is that there are more words with the third letter as 
“R”, but they just don’t come to our minds as easily.

In the same vein, it is interesting to note how the media 
purports winners of the lottery. Similar to our initial reaction 
of picking words that begin with the letter “R” as being more 
ubiquitous, we find that many times we make decisions based 
on that which is more easily recalled. In our daily lives we 
have constant interactions and messages being conveyed to 
us of image, dress, and stature as being most important. It 
becomes the defining aspects of not only who we are, but 
also of how we view our objective in the world. We can begin 
to see everything as centered on “me” and how it is that “I” 
can achieve these things. The truth is that this message is 
one of darkness. We do not live in a vacuum, devoted to us 
exclusively. That is why thereafter, the verse indicates that the 
Jewish people had light wherever they went, it means that that 
they had the light of Torah and mitzvos. It means that they 
were able to see beyond the image of themselves alone to the 
truth of existence – the betterment of all humanity.  

When we view the lottery winners, we should know that 
this is what the media looks to publicize. They show the 
smiles, the joy, and the happiness of the winners. They never 
focus on how many millions of people lose. If one hundred 
million people lost in a lottery and each one took 30 seconds 
to state that they have lost, it would take nine years for you 
to watch each one of them say it. If after that one person got 
up and stated that he won, and then you were asked to buy a 
lottery ticket, you probably would say “No thanks!”

The same becomes true about the media outlets that 
inundate our senses with how important they say it is to 
look better, drive this type of car, and to live in this type of 
house. It can blind our eyes to our fellow man, leading us 
into only looking to do what is significant to us. We end up in 
a vortex of accumulation for ourselves alone. We seek after 
these supposed elixirs of life, hoping with our consumption 
of them that we will find happiness. We dream of it, wishing 
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for it, and end up holding on to it, not realizing that like the 
lottery ticket, the fact is that there is little possibility of it ever 
yielding true happiness or winnings.  

We must focus on the reality and not the image. We must 
make sure that our light of truth is hung high in the darkness 
of duplicity. When the anchor of our faith is Hashem and He 
is made to be a part of our daily lives, we will not succumb 

to seeing things as they appear, but will end up seeing things 
for what they actually are. It is then that we will realize that 
the greatest gift is not looking at the world via a lens of 
egocentricity, but through the eyes of what is our mission as 
the Jewish people. It is the light of Torah which illuminates 
the life around us and aids in our capacity to elevate all of 
mankind. 

R’ Aharon Finkelstein

“And so that you may relate in the ears of your son 
and your son’s son that I made a mockery of Mitz-

rayim”
Throughout the story of Yetizyas Mitzrayim we find an in-

tegral theme; to teach our children. This manifests itself in the 
actual story of Yetizyas Mityzrayim, as mentioned in the po-
suk above. It is also the basis for the Mitzvah of remembering 
Yetziyas Miytzrayim, as the posuk says “Vihigadita Libincha”. 
The whole Seder night is surrounded by giving over to our 
children the story of what took place in Mitzrayim.  

The Chidah points out that the posuk mentioned above, 
doesn’t only talk about our children but also includes our 
grandchildren, “so that you may relate in the ears of your son 
and your son’s son”. 

The Chidah explains this is based on the Gemara in Baba 
Metzia that says if a person merits three generations of Torah 
learners; himself, his child and his grandchild, he can be as-
sured that the Torah will remain in his family forever. Tosafos  
adds that this only applies if the three generations were living 
at the same time, and knew each other.  

Says the Chidah, this is alluded to in this Posuk. If you 
teach your children and grandchildren what took place in Mitz-
rayim, the Posuk concludes; “you will know I am Hashem”. 
The posuk uses the term in future tense: “you will know”, al-
luding to the fact that it will continue for all future generations 
that Hashem will remain known.

Three is always considered a “Chazaka”. When we do 
something three times, the Gemara says we can assume it will 
continue as such forever. Presumably this is the basis of this 
Gemara. Three generations of Torah study will produce gen-
erations of continued study and knowing Hashem. 

If this is true, why then do the three generations have to 
be alive at the same time and be known to each other? The 
grandson learning Torah completes the three generation trend, 
even if he never knew his grandfather. 

Perhaps we can better understand this using the words of 

the Chofetz Chaim. 
The Chofetz Chaim is bothered by the unique requirement 

of the Seder night. Every person is required to feel as if he 
himself left Mitzrayim and was saved from the Egyptians. It is 
brought down that in time of old there were those that actually 
put on a skit during the Seder, to feel as if they were part of the 
Galus and were freed. What is the meaning and understanding 
of this unique and peculiar requirement? 

Explains the Chofetz Chaim as follows. We are taught in 
Hilchos Shabbos that a Kli Rishon; the original pot warmed 
up on a fire, retains the original heat and can cook anything 
put inside it, even after it is removed from the actual fire. On 
the other hand, once the contents of a kli Rishon is poured 
over into a different vessel, even if no time has elapsed, the 
mere fact that it is not in the same vessel that was cooked 
on the fire, reduces its ability to cook. Now it can only cook 
“Kalei Habishul”, certain items which are easy to cook. After 
the contents are again poured over into a Kli Shlishi this fur-
thermore reduces its ability to cook other items.  

The same is with people. Those that left Mitzrayim are the 
“kli Rishon”; the original recipients of Hashem’s kindness and 
miracles, and they can re-cook anyone that comes into their 
contact, even after the “source fire” has been removed.  But as 
the generations are born and the original grandfather passes 
on, the fire gets cooler and cooler. Thus, the Torah requires us 
to feel as if we ourselves left Mitzraym. This will ignite within 
us a fire of being the “Kli Rishon” so that we can adequately 
give over the Emunah and Torah of Yetziyas Mitzrayim to our 
children without it getting watered down. 

The Chofetz Chaim related that he was once going to the 
Mikvah in his hometown Radin, and the water was freezing 
cold. The attendant was adamant that he did as he was sup-
posed to, and warmed up the Mikvah by pouring in some wa-
ter from the boiling hot water urn nearby. The Chofetz Chaim 
felt the hot water urn and pointed out that the water inside 
didn’t have sufficient time to heat up completely. Said the 

PARSHAS BO; GIVING OVER TORAH WHILE IT’S STILL HOT
R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber
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R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber

The Parshah begins and ends with the importance of im-
planting within ourselves and our children the lessons of 

emunah that can be culled from the makkos and yetzias Mitz-
rayim. As the pasuk states at the end of the Parshah (13:5-8): 
When you will enter Eretz Yisrael... you will tell your chil-
dren... because of this Hashem has done [miracles] for me 
when He took me out of Mitzrayim.

The Meshech Chochmah offers a fascinating insight. He 
begins with the following mashal: A couple merited marry-
ing off their daughter to a wonderful young man. The kallah’s 
parents made the wedding and settled the young couple into 
a new apartment, while also supplying them with all their 
needs. About a week later, the mother of the new wife ex-
presses how wonderful it is to see the new couple, “What a 
nachas to see them; B”H our daughter merited such a fine 
young man.” The husband replied: My dear wife, you are mis-
taken. Now, it is easy for them. We are supplying them with 
all they need. Of course, they are getting along wonderfully. 
When will I have nachas? When will I see that our daugh-
ter has truly merited a husband that truly cherishes her? That 
will be when we stop supporting them; when they are faced 
with life’s challenges. Then we will see whether he is con-
cerned about her well-being and whether he properly cares 
for her. That will be the true test, and if he comes through, I 
will know we were successful. The same is true here. While 
the Yidden were in the midbar for 40 years, Hashem supplied 
them with their every need. Sure it is beautiful to see that the 
Yidden did the will of Hashem, but that is not true nachas. 
That did not yet prove that it was “worth it” for Hashem to 
change the course of nature and redeem them from slavery. 
When could it be said that we truly cherish our relationship 
with Hashem? Only when we came to Eretz Yisrael and had 
to work and be involved in this world; when we were faced 
with real life challenges, and yet rose to the occasion to con-

tinue serving Hashem. It was at that point that we demon-
strated that Hashem “made a good choice.” This is the mean-
ing of the pasuk: When you will enter Eretz Yisrael - and be 
face with real life challenges, and yet you do the service of 
Hashem - then you can tell your children: Because of this - 
because of the way we are acting now - Hashem took me out 
of Mitzrayim. Now it can be said that it was truly worth it.

 Indeed, the Ramban in Devarim (7:6-8) tells us that 
Hashem loves us because we are brazen people and are ready 
to be moser nefesh for the love of Hashem. Hashem chose 
us because He knew that we would bear with Him no matter 
what; we are always ready to say “Either I will live as a Jew 
or be hung.” True love is demonstrated when we are tested 
and challenged. It is our ability to serve Hashem even in try-
ing times that makes us beloved to Hashem.

In Parashas Shemos, Hashem told Moshe to tell Pharaoh 
that “Yisrael is my bechor... if you do not let them go, I will 
kill your bechorim. In this week’s Parshah, Hashem tells the 
Yidden: HaChodesh Hazeh lachem... The Midrash (15:27) 
connects these two ideas, as follows: Why are the Yidden 
considered a bechor? Just as a bechor gets a double portion, 
so, too, the Yidden enjoy this world and the next. Therefore, 
Hashem gave us the sod halevanah - the secret of the moon. 
The other nations calculate with the sun, while we calculate 
with the moon: Just as the sun can only be seen by day, so, 
too, the non-Jews enjoy only one world. Just as the sun is 
made of fire, so, too, the non-Jews will be judged by fire. On 
the other hand, just as the moon can be seen in the day and 
the night, so, too, the Yidden have both worlds; just as the 
moon gives light, so, too, the YIdden will be rewarded with 
light. Says Hashem: You are like the moon, and therefore I 
am giving you the moon.

Mayanei HaChaim (cited by Chochmas HaMitzpon) ex-
plains: The other nations succeed when the sun is shining 

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
PARSHAS BO

Chofetz Chaim, “If the water in the urn is boiling, then the 
Mikvah will be warm. If the water in the urn is warm then the 
Mikvah will be cold.”

We need to be boiling hot with our Emunah in Hashem 
and the story of Yetziyas Mitzrayim, in order for us to give it 
over and warm up our children.

Now we can better understand why the three generations 
must know each other. When a grandchild knows his grandfa-
ther and learns from him, this is an entirely different learning 

then when he only receives second hand from his father what 
his grandfather experienced. It is only when the three genera-
tions merit to live together and learn directly from the previ-
ous generations can we be assured that the chain will continue 
for the generations to come.

We must realize we have a responsibility to encompass 
as much as possible within us, to become first hand witness 
to Hashem and His Torah, so that we can give it over to our 
future generations piping hot. 
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In the parsha we learn of the fascinating episode in our 
history, Yitzias Mitzrayim the exodus from Egypt. It 

wasn’t an abrupt happening, there was a lead up to this 
amazing event. In last weeks and this weeks parsha we are 
taught about the plagues that Hashem brought upon the 
Egyptians. 

When telling us what had transpired during the 
conversations Moshe and Aharon had with Pharaoh it says 
that Moshe requested for a three day holiday. We will travel 
into the desert for three days and serve our G-D, offering 
sacrifices to Him there. When learning these pesukim you 
wonder why this was necessary, we know that Hashem 
took us out of Egypt with an outstretched arm, and with 
great miracles. Why resort to what seems to be a lie for 
Moshe didn’t have any intention of return when making 
his request.

Reb Yitzchok Hutner Ztz”l explains what was going on 
under the scene and why this was the correct approach to 
go about when making the arrangements for our departure. 
He explains it by quoting an excerpt from Rabbeinu Yonah 
concerning the topic of Teshuva, repentance. The Rabbeinu 
Yonah focuses on a pasuk said by David Hamelech in 
Tehillim (119:136) which states, לא על  עיני  ירדו  מים   "פלגי 
תורתך"  My eyes let down streams of water (tears)“ ,שמרו 
because they did not keep your Torah”. Why does David 
Hamelech stress that his eyes gave way to tears? Why does 
he point to his eyes having sinned? The rabbeinu Yonah 
explains that the proper method of fulfilling teshuva is in 
accordance and in the same vein as was the sin committed. 
It is precisely because the method in which he ‘sinned’ 

was with his eyes that he therefore did teshuva with his 
eyes more involved in the process by having dripped tears. 
When going about correcting any mishap or destruction 
the ultimate rectification will take place if it is worked out 
along the same lines and with those same properties and 
qualities of the downfall. Rav Hutner Ztz”l says that at this 
point in time we were taking leave of Egypt breaking away 
from the tight grip they had on us and the servitude they 
imposed upon us. The way this all came about to begin 
with was when pharaoh said to his people נתחכמה  "הבה 
 come, let us act wisely to the jewish people. What לו"
followed was his devising of the plan of imposing upon us 
their reign and work. Since it was so that the avenue which 
was taken by the Egyptians to enslave us was sly trickery, 
it is only proper that the approach to correct it was by the 
very same nature. It is for this reason that Moshe Rabbeinu 
tells Pharaoh that we wanted to travel out for only three 
days when truth be told we hadn’t the slightest thought 
and the most remote idea of returning to Egypt. We were 
setting straight that which he negatively set against us, in 
the manner which he utilized, sly trickery.

Rav Hutner goes on to clarify the same point, concerning 
the bigger picture. When we were taking leave of Mitzrayim 
we were being born as a nation, the nation of Am Yisroel. 
As is stated "אתם קרואים אדם", as a whole we are referred 
to as 'אדם'. After the fact that unfortunately Adam Harishon 
didn’t accomplish that which was prescribed to him, us, the 
nation of Yisroel is to assume his role and take his place, 
accomplishing the task he was to. This was taking place 
as we left Egypt. The downfall of Adam and the lack of 

R’ Chaim Yosef Lomner | Chaver HaKollel
A REQUEST

for them; when all is rosy and comfortable. The yidden, on 
the other hand, grow from adversity. As chazal say, we are 
the most brazen from all the nations. Avrohom is Avohom 
HaIvri - he faced adversity and overcame. We too have the 
backbone to face adversity - to deal with the everyday chal-
lenges that come our way, and remain steadfast. We cultivate 
our relationship with Hashem even, and perhaps more so, in 
times of darkness — even when the moon reigns. Through 
our struggles, we continuously demonstrate that Hashem 
made the right move by redeeming us. 

When Pharaoh asked: Which ones are going, he could 
not accept Moshe’s answer that “we shall go, with our sons 

and daughters... because it is a festival for Hashem.” The Se-
fer Zeis Raanan explains that Pharaoh could not understand 
how we can serve Hashem if we take the children along. He 
reasoned that children need full attention; they will need to 
be fed and taken care of. Can you connect to Hashem while 
the children are distracting you?! Take only the men, for then 
you will be able to serve Hashem. One who does not live 
with a Torah thinks that to connect to Hashem, one must go 
out to the fields and caves and not be distracted. But, in real-
ity, that is not what Hashem wants from us; He wants us to 
live in this world and serve Him with, and through, all the 
distractions. 

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
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fulfillment which transpired, was due to the nachash, the 
snake who came to him as the pasuk tells us "בערמה" with 
a slyness and trickery. Here when the nation who is to take 
his place and correct that which went wrong is being born 
it is only fitting that the same approach be utilized and we 
leave the land with a sly cleverness. Thus Moshe shrewdly 
requests for us to take leave for but a short three day travel 

when we were on our way out to carry on with our journey 
to eternity never to return to Egypt again.

With this appreciation that that which would seem to be 
simple tactics is truthfully beyond that may we realize that 
this always holds true and that which may seem to be no 
more then a simple narration of what went on there really 
is always a more profound and deeper understanding. 

R’ Chaim Yosef Lomner


