
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
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By: R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 
כפת תמרים, וענף עץ עבת, ם הראשון פרי עץ הדר, וולקחתם לכם בי

                                                                                                                       וערבי נחל )ויקרא כג:מ(
You shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of a tree of 

splendor, fronds of date palms, and branches of a cord-like tree, and 
brook willows. (Vayikra 23:40) 

With the commandment to take the four species on Succos we 
take one Esrog, one Lulav, three stems of Hadasim, and two stems 
of Aravos, which total seven items of growth all together. These 
correspond to the seven heavens that are suspended above the earth, 
according to Chazal (Chagigah 12b and Midrash). From this, the 
Chachmei Yisroel state that whoever fulfills the Mitzvah of the Arba'ah 
Minim properly on Succos, then the seven heavens in the world open 
up for him, and his Tefilos reach the כסא הכבוד, Honored Throne. 
Additionally, the Chachamim state that the Mitzvah of the Arba'ah 
Minim is equivalent to all 613 Mitzvos in the Torah. The 
Gematria (numerical value) of the word גאתרו  is 610. When we add the 
other three species, this equals 613. Rebbe Elazar of Germayza, author 
of HaRokeach, elaborates on this Mitzvah. The Torah begins with the 
letter "ראשית(ב) "ב  and ends with letter "(ל)ישרא "ל , and the Books of 
Nach begin with the letter "יהי(ו) "ו  in Sefer Yehoshua, and end in Divrei 
Hayamim II with the letter "(ל)ויע "ל . The letters that begin and end the 
Torah and Nach, join together to form the word לולב. This hints to us 
that whoever fulfills the Mitzvah of Lulav properly, it is as if he has 
fulfilled everything that is written in the Torah and other Holy Writings.  

(Parperaos LaTorah) 

 

 

The Chazon Ish, zt”l, once approached Rav Michel 

Yehudah Lefkowitz, zt”l, Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivas 

Ponovezh, and handed him an Esrog. The Chazon Ish told 

Rav Michel Yehudah that it was definitely Kosher and it was 

not from a tree that was grafted, and he asked Rav Michel 

Yehudah to plant the Esrog seeds in his yard. The Chazon 

Ish told him that he would have Parnasah from this Esrog. 

Rav Michel Yehudah asked, “Can an Esrog grow in the 

climate in Bnei Brak? Also, I don’t have any experience 

growing Esrogim, and Esrog trees take much time to 

cultivate. I don’t have time to cultivate an Esrog tree, I want 

to learn Torah!” The Chazon Ish replied that all he would 

have to do was plant the seeds and water it, and nothing 

more, promising him that it would not take up much of his 

time, and added, “HaKadosh Baruch Hu can send a Brachah 

with a simple wind!” Rav Michel Yehudah listened to the 

Chazon Ish, and planted the Esrog seeds in his yard. 

The Chazon Ish constantly inquired about how the tree was 

doing, checking that Rav Michel Yehudah was watering it 

enough. During the second year of the tree’s life, it looked 

like it would wither and fail. Rav Michel Yehudah reported 

this to the Chazon Ish and the Chazon Ish told him not to 

worry. He reminded him, “If the Ribbono Shel Olam desires 

it, He can make a wind come that will revive the tree and 

make it live for many years!” After the Chazon Ish said this, 

there was an immediate improvement in the tree, and it 

started flourishing. Remarkably, the Esrog tree grew 

stronger and the Esrogim became the famous Lefkowitz-

Chazon Ish Esrogim. True to the promise, Rav Michel 

Yehudah hardly had to invest any time into it, despite the 

fact that an Esrog tree is usually very sensitive and requires 

much attention. Additionally, most Esrog trees do not 

usually last for many years, but 70 years later, that tree still 

stood tall in Rav Michel Yehudah’s yard and was still 

producing beautiful Esrogim! However, before the end of the 

Shloshim following the passing of Rav Michel Yehuda 

Lefkowitz, his famous Esrog tree had begun to dry out. The 

tree’s branches had gradually dried out, and the fruit and 

leaves have fallen off. It became apparent that as Rav Michel 

Yehudah lived, so did his miraculous Esrog tree!  
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On Succos we take the Lulav, Hadasim, and Aravos together 

with the Esrog. Rav Shimon Sofer offers an interesting insight as 

to their symbolism. The Esrog, which has flavor, looks nice and 

gives a pleasant smell, represents the wealthy person who can 

care for his family as well as for others. The Hadasim have a 

nice aroma but have no taste, and the Lulav, which has a 

beautiful appearance but no smell or taste, represent the middle-

class people. And the Aravos, which have no fragrance, no taste, 

nor any special appearance, represents the destitute and poor 

person. By bringing them all together, we are expressing the 

need for unity and camaraderie. In order for us to properly 

understand the needs of the poor, we have to make their plight 

personal to us. If not, we can easily dismiss their needs based on 

our own perspectives. By getting to know others better we get to 

see the real person they are and his real needs, and thereby be 

able to properly help him in his time of need. 
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 L’Maaseh… A Tale to Remember 
One Succos the students of the Chasam Sofer brought 

their Rebbe an exceptional Esrog, and they spent a great 

deal of effort and money to get the most beautiful Esrog 

they could find for their Rebbe. Word soon spread across 

town that the Chasam Sofer had an Esrog that was 

exquisitely beautiful, and on Yom Tov, everyone wanted to 

see it. The Chasam Sofer’s Esrog passed from one hand to 

another, until hundreds of people had inspected it and got 

permission to say a Brachah on it to fulfill their Mitzvah. 

The next morning the Chasam Sofer took out his Esrog to 

fulfill the Mitzvah once again. However, the Esrog, while 

still kosher, was not nearly as smooth and beautiful as it 

had been just the day before, since so many people had 

handled it. The Chasam Sofer’s students were saddened and 

disappointed when they saw what happened to the Esrog, as 

they had invested so much effort into getting it, but the 

Chasam Sofer had a different reaction. He smiled as he 

gazed at the Esrog, and lovingly kissed it. He said, “Now 

that this Esrog has passed through dozens of hands and 

dozens of Yidden have made a Brachah over it, it truly is 

Mehudar Min Ha’mehudar, the best of the best and the 

finest of the fine!” 
 

 

 

 בס"ד

R’ Uri of Starlik had saved up spare money throughout the 

year to be able to purchase an Esrog. Out of concern that he still 

might not have enough money, he traveled to the large 

neighboring city where the Esrogim were less expensive. On the 

way, he passed a wagon driver whose horse had collapsed and 

died suddenly. R’ Uri used most of his hard-saved money to 

purchase a horse for the driver at a nearby stable, leaving himself 

with just a small amount of money for an Esrog. R’ Uri went and 

bought an Esrog for the amount he had remaining, a simple, 

unattractive Esrog. In his embarrassment, he entered the Shul of 

Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk and settled in a far corner, so that no 

one would see his Esrog. When Rav Elimelech finished his 

Shemonah Esrei of Shacharis and was getting ready to say the 

Brachah on his own Lulav and Esrog, he suddenly stopped and 

turned to his attendant. He said, “In this Bais HaKnesses there is 

an Esrog that smells of Gan Eiden! Let us find which one it is.” 

They made their way through all the people there, and they were 

amazed to see the Rebbe searching for the “wonderful scent” that 

emanated from an Esrog, and they watched him stop right in front 

of R’ Uri, in the far corner of the Shul, who was trying to cover 

his plain Esrog with his Tallis. Rav Elimelech announced, to R’ 

Uri’s surprise, “This is the Esrog giving off the scent of Gan 

Eden!” and he asked R’ Uri for permission to use his Esrog to 

make a Brachah on, because it was a product of true Ahavas 

Yisroel, as it was gotten through an act of Mesiras Nefesh! 
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Rav Shamshon Refael Hirsch, zt”l, writes that there is a 

lesson that we can learn from the Succah and the Lulav, 

which teaches us how to look at materialism. When we 

move into the Succah, it negates the idea that material 

possessions are our ultimate value. By leaving the comfort 

of our homes to fulfil the Mitzvah of living in a Succah, it 

shows Hashem that we don’t hold worldly things too highly 

or as too important. When we wave the Lulav upward, it 

teaches us to uplift our property to Hashem, and to value 

what Hashem has given us. The Lulav reminds us to cherish 

our possessions and dedicate them to Hashem and use them 

for holy pursuits. Showing Hashem that we don’t hold 

materialism to be our main pursuit in life and that whatever 

we have we will use for Hashem, we will have then joyfully 

fulfilled Hashem’s will on Earth, and this is the ultimate and 

true happiness. It is perhaps another reason why Succos is 

called Zman Simchaseinu, the time of our happiness. 

Additionally, when we shake the Lulav in all directions, we 

proclaim that everything in the universe is Hashem’s, and 

He created everything. The Brachah of Hashem is 

everywhere and at all times! There was a certain Rav who, 

whenever he had to drive somewhere, he always looked to 

see if anyone had to go in that direction as well, and would 

offer them rides in his car. He explained, “The car is not 

mine, it is Hashem’s, but He was so nice to let me use it. 

The least I can do is use it for Chesed, and try to help as 

many people as I can!” This is the lesson of the Succah and 

the Lulav, that everything is from Hashem, and we should 

use what we have to serve Him! 
 

Succos Gems 
 

Pearls of Wisdom …A Word for the Ages 
The Prince of Mannheim once approached the Netziv, Rav Naftoli Tzvi 

Yehuda Berlin, and asked him, “Every year at the Seder on Pesach, 

Jewish children ask the questions of the ‘Mah Nishtanah’, ‘Why is this 

night different from all other nights’. However, Pesach is not the only 

time Jews perform unusual commandments. On Succos, the Jews 

move out of their comfortable homes and dwell outdoors in a hut. 

Shouldn’t this cause a child to ask the ‘Mah Nishtanah’ on Succos as 

well? The Netziv answered that the observances on Pesach are truly 

different. A child sees actions that are not in accordance with Jewish 

life. The whole family sits and reclines together at the table with regal 

tranquility and perform actions of truly free people. All actions are 

performed deliberately and with precision and order. This causes a 

child to wonder what is going on. How is it possible that Jews can live 

with order, peace, and tranquility? However, on Succos, the child sees 

the family exit their house and take shelter in the Succah. For a Jewish 

child, this is not a strange sight. He knows that the Jews are treated as 

a lowly nation by others. He knows that the Jews have been forced to 

constantly wander in exile. He knows that the Jews have never 

considered their house their permanent home because they may have to 

move in a moment’s notice to flee from persecution. For the child, 

leaving the home is not a strange sight. Therefore, the child does not 

ask ‘Mah Nishtanah’ on Succos! 
 


