
 

  ויקחו לי תרומה
And you shall take for me terumah 

 
The Tanna D’bei Eliyahu tells us that when 
we declared na’aseh v’nishma, HaShem 
responded v’yikchu li trumah. I have heard 
many times that the connection between 
Klal Yisroel’s statement of Na’aseh 
v’Nishma, and HaShem’s response of 
V’yikchu Li terumah is as follows: 
Of course, we are all ready and willing to do 
whatever HaShem asks, but what happens 
when it starts to cost a few dollars? Will we 
still be running to “jump in” without even 
understanding the mitzvah in front of us? 
Perhaps there is a cheaper way to 
accomplish this mitzvah, and maybe an 
esrog shouldn’t cost well above a hundred 
dollars (and that’s just for a chinuch set, 
mind you); and why must items cost three 
times the price just because it has a 
“heimishe hechsher”. Indeed, if we are in 
the frame of mind to ponder every penny, 
the question list for spending on mitzvos 
can go on and on.  
Therefore, HaShem was telling us from the 
onset that our commitment to Torah and 
mitzvos should not be “biz tzu di kesheneh” 
(up until the wallet). Just saying the words 
“na’aseh v’nishma” is not enough. We must 
be willing to give a terumah (money) as 
well. 
We can add to this vort by asking the 
following question. If we look at the order 
of the possuk, it would seem that an 
obvious question presents itself. First the 
Torah tells us to give money- v’yikchu li 
trumah, and only after does the Torah tell 
us its purpose- veshachanti bisocham, so 
that there can be a “dwelling place” for 
HaShem’s shechina. The proper sequence 

should have first had the mitzvah of 
building the mishkan and only after that 
would we discuss the finances of how to 
pay for the construction costs. However, 
According to the above explanation, there is 
no question at all. When proclaiming 
na’aseh v’nishma, we were told that even if 
it costs money, we must be prepared to 
do/accept first (na’aseh) and only after that 
can we seek an explanation (nishma). 
Accordingly, the Torah told us to give the 
terumah, and only after this, the reason for 
it was provided.  
Recently, I heard in the name of the 
Bobover Rebbe, HaRav Shloime Halberstam 
zt”l, another explanation of our 
“conversation” with HaShem. Abbaye tells 
us in Mesichta Megillah (29a), that at first, 
he used to learn Torah at home and daven 
in a Shul. However, when he heard the 
words of David Hamelech that “HaShem 
ahavti me’on baisecha”, (HaShem, I love the 
shelter of your house), he began to make his 
place of learning in the Shul as well. 
The Rebbe further said over in the name of 
the Ropshitzer zt”l, on the possuk “veheim 
lo yadu d’rachai” (and they did not know my 
ways)- those that learn in the “heim” 
(home) as opposed to a Shul; they will not 
come to a proper understanding of 
HaShem’s ways. The reason is that the only 
place one can fully have the power to block 
out the yetzer hara is in a Shul. It is for this 
reason that the Gemara in Mesechta 
Kiddushin (30b) tells us that if the yetzer 
hara “meets up with you”; schlep him to the 
Beis Medrash, because he is powerless over 
there. 
Therefore, when we said na’aseh v’nishma, 
HaShem immediately responded v’yikchu li 
trumah, that we must start collecting the 
funds for the Mishkan, to emphasize to us 
that the way to fully come to an 
appreciation of the Torah is by spending 
our time in the Shul. Let us remember that 
the Shul is the place where the Shechinah 
“rests”; the yetzer hara is not in control 
there and that HaShem awaits our 
connection to Him. 
 

Good Shabbos, מרדכי אפפעל     
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