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  נשמת אסתר לאה בת שלום יהודה
     It Happened To Be? 

We know that all that happens is השגחה פרטית; 
Divine providence and as it says מה' מצעדי גבר כוננו; by 
Hashem are a man’s footsteps established.1 There is no 
such thing as coincidence.2 In fact, if we rearrange the 
letters of מקרה; coincidence, we get 'רק מה; only from 
Hashem, meaning that which seems like an accident is in 
essence Divine providence.3 Indeed, מקרה can be 
translated as prepare as in לכם והקריתם ,4 since every 
situation is prepared by Hashem. Hashem has it all 
planned out as in תכין לך הדרך; our path is prepared for us 
by Hashem.5 This is how we can grasp זכר עמלק  תמחה את

 eradicate the philosophy of Amalek that ;מתחת השמים
there is coincidence.6

 

 

In February 2016, a snowstorm in New York 
caused the garbage collection to be backed up. It was in 
Queens, New York, at two in the morning that R’ Kalman 
Epstein heard the garbage truck in front of his house. 
Being that he had one more bag of garbage to dispose of, 
he decided to bring it out. After handing the bag to the 
sanitation worker- Joe- he was asked if he was a rabbi. 
When the response was Yes, Joe related that he was 
Jewish- although not religious. He said that a few hours 
before, his mother- who always wanted a Jewish burial- 
passed away. However, Joe’s siblings wanted to cremate 
the body. Joe told the Rabbi that nobody in his family 
knew about the death yet. He asked what he should do? 
The rabbi advised him to make arrangements for the 
funeral for the next morning and have it all set up for a 
Jewish burial. Only then tell the siblings about the death 
and the information regarding the funeral. Joe called the 
rabbi the following day thanking him saying it looks like 
the plan will work. “I told my siblings and nobody had any 
resistance”, he said. He then asked the rabbi to speak at 
the funeral which was scheduled for in an hour. The rabbi 
agreed. At the funeral, he quoted the Chazal that says 
 in the way one wants to ;בדרך שאדם רוצה לילך בה מוליכין אותו
go, they lead him.7  He then said that this woman really 

                                                           
1 Tehillim 37:23. And as we say in Birchas Hashachar עדי גברצהמכין מ ; who 
prepares the footsteps of man.  
2 Indeed, it has been said that the word coincidence in English can be 
broken up into Kah (Hashem, as in ה-י ) inside, meaning Hashem is inside 
everything.  
3 Someone once commented: “We all are tourists and Hashem is our 
travel agent who already fixed all our routes, reservations and 
destinations. So, trust Him and enjoy the trip called LIFE...” 
4 Bamidbar 35:11, Rashi. Additionally, Targum Onkolos renders הקרה as 
  prepare (Breishis 27:20) ;זמין
5 Devarim 19:3 
6 Devarim 25:19. One observes Purim according to the city he is in on 
during Purim- whether the 14th or 15th of Adar (Megila 19a). Why is this 
different than other Yomim Tovim as if one who is from America comes 
to Eretz Yisrael for Yom Tov, he observes two days of Yom Tov, as he 
would in America?  One lesson we learn from Purim is that everything is 
 to realize that nothing happens by chance (as there was no -השגחה פרטית
miracle in the story of Purim rather the salvation took place through 
natural circumstances). This means, where I am today is also planned by 
Hashem. Therefore, on Purim, when this lesson is so clearly grasped, we 
take into consideration where he is today. 
7 Makkos 10b 

wanted a Jewish burial and therefore Hashem arranged 
for it to happen. A few days later, R’ Epstein heard the 
garbage truck- this time at the regular morning pick-up. 
Stepping outside to say hello to Joe, he was surprised to 
see a different sanitation worker there. When he asked 
the worker where Joe was, he was told that Joe doesn't 
do this run. He works far from here. That night he was 
here at two in the morning because all the workers 
helped out different routes due to the back-up. So, not 
only did Hashem make the rabbi decide to go out of his 
house at two a.m. for one bag of garbage, but it was 
exactly at the time Joe's mother passed away as well as 
being the time Joe was given this alternate route to take. 
This was all to help this woman get what she truly 
wanted- a Jewish burial!  
************************************************ 

       Why That Word?  
We commonly use words such as Mishna, 

Gemara, Tanna and the like. Do we ever wonder where 
these words come from?  

 

The word  משנה is related to משנה המלך
8 ; deputy to 

the king. This is because תורה שבכתב; the written Torah, is 
supreme whereas Mishnayos is secondary (as in משנה

   .in this regard (המלך
 

Where does the name Taanaim come from? 
Mishna means to teach.9 Consequently, the people of the 
Mishna are called תנאים; teachers.  

 

Why are those in the Gemara called Amoraim? 
אמורא  refers to an interpreter as Rashi tells us10 So, those 

in the Gemara are called Amoraim because they explain 
the Mishna (through Gemara).  

 

A tractate is known as a Mesachta.11 Where does 
this term come from?  מסכת means mixture as in מסכה יינה; 
mixed her wine.12 This is because Gemara13 is a mix of 
laws.         

  
There are six sections to Shas, known by the 

acronym זמן נקט. These six letters stand for the six 

                                                           
8 Divrei Hayamim 2, 28:7. Also Esther 10:3.  
9 One place we see this is by ושננתם לבניך; teach them to your children, 
which Targum Onkolos translates ותתננון לבניך (Devarim 6:7).  
10 Yoma 20b, Rashi s.v. לא  
11 Titles of Mesachtos give us insight into the Mesachta. Let us take for 
example Mesachta Pesachim. Pesachim is in plural form. Why is it 
different than other Mesachtos where it is in singular form- Shabbos, 
Rosh Hashana, Succa and so on? (A) One answer is that there is also 
Pesach Sheini. Being that there are two Pesachs, it is in plural form. This 
also explains the wording of ערבי פסחים which is plural as it refers to Erev 
Pesach Rishon and Erev Pesach Sheini (Pesachim 99b, Tosafos s.v. ערב). 
(B) Originally, Pesachim was divided into two- Chametz and Matza, and 
Korbon Pesach. One was called Pesach Rishon and the other was called 
Pesach Sheini. Tosafos Yom Tov says it was prevalent in his time 
(Tosafos Yom Tov in the Hakdama to Pesachim). Regarding Mesachta 
 R’ Elazar Rokeach (Maaseh Rokeach on Mishnayos, pg 22) ,דמאי
comments that the 7 chapters of דמאי correspond to the 7 shepherds. 
They are all hinted to in the word אברהם, יצחק, יעקב, משה, אהרון, יוסף,  -דמאי

 .דוד
12 Mishlei 9:2 
13 Parenthetically, Gemara is in question form. For instance, the Gemara 
could say טעמא דרבי; the reason of Rebbe is…. Instead, it first asks what 
is the reason of Rebbe and then tells us the reason. This is because we 
should ask what is the reason once we hear Rebbe’s opinion. 
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sections- רעים, ז
14

הרות טדשים, קזיקין, נשים, נועד, מ . The 
Abarbenal explains that זמן נקט forms the acronym for 
Shas since we must uphold תורה שבעל פה in all times, as 
this is what זמן נקט means.15

 

  

The name for the oral Torah16 is 17.תורה שבעל פה 
Another reason it is called so, is because one needs to be 
in control of his mouth (בעל פה) to merit  שבעל פהתורה , as 
he shouldn’t speak idle words rather words of Kedusha 
and Torah.18

 

 

Now let us discuss some of the names in Gemara 
where we find deeper symbolisms and meanings.  
1) The father of Abaye passed away prior to his birth 
whereas his mother died immediately after his birth. So, 
the first letters of אשר בך ירחם יתום; it is with you that an 
orphan finds mercy, spell 19.אביי For this reason, he was 
called נחמני. 
2) The Gemara20 cites a disagreement as to what the 
ending of the Bracha on rain should be-  ההודאותרוב  or ל -הא

 Rav Papa said therefore one should say both of .ההודאות
these. In ending the Bracha of Asher Yatzar, Shmuel says 
we recite רופא כל בשר whereas the opinion of R’ Sheishes 
is מפליא לעשות. R’ Papa comments we therefore say both- 

פליא לעשותרופא כל בשר ומ .21 In discussing what people say 
when the Chazzan reaches Modim, the Gemara cites 
many opinions as to what the formula is. R’ Papa 
concludes we therefore recite them all.22 Now we can 
grasp why he is called רב פפא as פפא forms an acronym for 

חדאה פה פ .23  

                                                           
14 Of all six sections of Mishnayos, why is only מועד in singular form? One 
answer is that it refers to Shabbos which is the source of Kedusha of all 
the Moadim. Consequently, in Parshas Emor (chapter 23), when it is 
mentioning the Yomim Tovim, Shabbos is the first to be mentioned (this 
answers the question- see Vayikra 23:3, Rashi- why Shabbos is 
mentioned there after it says ...אלה הם מועדי if Shabbos isn’t a Yom Tov).  
For this reason, the first Mesachta in the section of מועד of Shas is 
Mesachta Shabbos.  
15 In fact, this is why the Torah was given in the Midbar, explains R’ 
Moshe Feinstein, since it is a transitory place, not set. It is telling us that 
the Torah is not limited to a specific time or place in history. One can’t 
say it doesn’t apply in this society. 
16 The Rambam (Hilchos Mamrim 2:4) says a limb may be amputated to 
save an entire body. Similarly, the sages at times went against Torah. 
For example, transgress one Shabbos so that many more will be kept or 
to write down the oral Torah. Tangentially, even though תורה שבעל פה is 
written down today, it is nevertheless written in a way that it is  תורה

קתני יחסורי מיחסרא והכ One example of this is .שבעל פה ; the text is missing 
words and this is how you should read it (a phrase from the Gemara).   
17 Rebbe wrote it in a code as it is very concise, missing words, etc. Rav 
Ashi did the same with Gemara as it is half sentences, ambiguous texts, 
no punctuation and the like. Due to this, the reader becomes active in 
the text.  
18 See Noam Elimelech, Bechukosai. Just as a spy’s words mean 
something else because he talks in code, likewise with תורה .תורה שבכתב

 ;עין תחת עין For example, it says .תורה שבכתב deciphers the code of שבעל פה
eye for an eye (Shemos 21:24). תורה שבעל פה teaches us it refers to 
money, not the actual eye. One outcome of this idea is that it makes it a 
transmission of giver and receiver. Additionally, it makes the Torah 
transferable to a generation such as ours. That is to say, we can 
translate, for instance, a fire to mean light and an ox to mean a car. 
Since it is based on a code, it just needs to be extrapolated.  
19 Hoshea 14:4 
20 Brachos 59b 
21 Brachos 60b 
22 Sota 40a. This is known as מודים דרבנן. The Beis Yosef (Orach Chaim 127, 
s.v. מצאתי) says it is given this title because it was instituted by many 
sages.  
23 We are allowed to argue on the words of our teachers and answer 
their questions. However, it must not be with any haughtiness. We 

3) R’ Tarfon ruled in a case where a cow whose womb 
was removed that it is a Teraifa.24 This is hinted to in his 
name- ר' טרפון as it has the same root as טריפה.  
4) The Mishna teaches that Rabban Gamliel washed 
himself the first night after his wife died. When his 
students questioned him about this since he himself 
taught that a mourner is forbidden to wash himself, he 
replied he is different because אסטניס אני- I am of delicate 
nature.25 The Mekubalim say that Rabban Gamliel had an 
element from six Neshamos-  אברהם, נחום האלקושי, יהודה בן

 Rabban Gamliel therefore .יעקב, רב סחורה, רב טביומי, רב סימון
washed himself for these Neshamos. This is what Rabban 
Gamliel meant when he said אסטניס אני as אסטניס are the 
first letters of ימון סהודה, יחום, נביומי, ט חורה,סברהם, א .26  
************************************************ 

             Shoeless  
It is said that a shoe is to the body what the body 

is to the soul. Just as the shoe is what connects the 
person to the physical ground, so too the body connects 
the soul to this world.    
  

Removing shoes represent a purely soul, spiritual 
level.27 We see this in many places. 

1) Moshe was told to remove his shoes- when he 
prophesized. Likewise, Yehoshua was told the same.28  

2) The Kohanim did the Avoda in the Beis 
Hamikdash without shoes.29  

3) On Yom Kippur, we don’t wear leather 
shoes.30  
 

In our Parsha, we have Chalitza.31 In this process, 
the man’s shoe is removed.32 This symbolizes that he 
wasn’t willing to give of himself to his brother’s soul. As a 
result, he is declared undeserving of his own body, 
undeserving of his own shoe.  

                                                                                                  
shouldn’t think we are as great as our Rebbe or the author of some 
Sefer as there are many times we don’t understand their words or 
intent. This is the meaning in הוי מתאבק בעפר רגליהם; sit in the dust of their 
feet (Avos 1:4) as מתאבק can be interpreted as wrestle as in ויאבק איש עמו; 
a man wrestled with him (Breishis 32:25). This means we can argue with 
our teachers. However, it is on condition בעפר רגליהם; with humility and 
submissiveness (Ruach Chaim 1:4).  
24 Bechoros 28b. The titles of different sages tell us about them. In 
general, רבי such as ר' יהודה means he is a Tanna (See Shem Hagdolim, 
 pg 118, Rambam in Pirush Hamishnayos, Hakdama to ,סדר תנאים ואמוראים
Zeraim). The title Rav is greater than Rebbe. Rabban is even greater. A 
name is even above that. For instance: Shimon Hatzadik, Shmaya and 
Avtalyon. They are called so because they are so great (Taamai 
Haminhagim, pg 497, quoting the Shelah).  
25 Brachos 16b. Meaning to say it wasn’t for pleasure, rather to alleviate 
discomfort (Tosafos, s.v. אסטניס).  
26 Nitzotzai Shimshon, Brachos 16b, pg 113  
27 See Shemos Rabba 2:6. This is because the shoe connects us to the 
ground. By taking off our shoes, it signifies the removal of the 
physicality.  
28 Shemos 3:5. See Ramban there. Yehoshua 5:15 
29 Zevachim 24a.  
30 Orach Chaim 614:2. It is specifically leather that is a problem since it 
was once part of a physical body- animal (see also Mishna Brura :5).  
31 If a husband dies childless, his widow and brother should marry. If the 
brother doesn’t want to go through with the marriage, Chalitza is 
performed- where it severs the bond between them.   
32 Devarim 25:9.  


