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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Parashas Chukas (in Chutz La’Aretz) 5776 

Sinas Chinam  

Parshas Korach deals with the argument started by Korach 

and his followers. Parshas Chukas also discusses arguments 

and complaints lodged by some members of Klal Yisrael 

against Moshe Rabeinu, resulting in Moshe Rabeinu hitting 

the rock instead of speaking to it (according to Rashi) in the 

incident known as “Mei Merivah” (waters of argument).               

The Gemara in Yoma (9b) states that the first Beis 

Ha’Mikdash was destroyed due to Klal Yisrael transgressing 

three cardinal sins: idolatry, illict relationships, and murder. 

However, during the second Beis Ha’Mikdash the people 

generally did not commit these transgressions. Their main 

transgression that led to the destruction of the second Beis 

Ha’Mikdash was “Sinas Chinam” (baseless hatred).           

Unfortunately, it is evident that this sin is a sin that Klal 

Yisrael is still guilty of today. This is as the Yerushalmi in 

Yoma (1:1) states, that any generation that does not rebuild 

the Beis Ha’Mikdash, is deemed as if it destroyed the Beis 

Ha’Mikdash. If we were to rectify the sin of baseless hatred, 

the third Beis Ha’Mikdash would already have been built! 

Since it has not, it is evident that we still have much work to 

do in order to take away Sinas Chinam from Klal Yisrael.      

              Shemiras Ha’Lashon   
The Chafetz Chaim was known as the Chafetz Chaim 

because this was the name he gave the first Sefer that he 

authored. All of the Sefarim that he wrote were in order to 

help the generation understand how to deal with various 

spiritual needs or issues. The first pressing need that the 

Chafetz Chaim saw, in order to bring merit to the masses and 

hasten the redemption, was to write the Sefer Chafetz Chaim. 

Afterwards, he wrote the Sefer Shemiras Ha’Lashon, that 

deals with strengthening awareness of the seriousness of the 

prohibition of Lashon Hara, and how to stay away from being 

involved in Lashon Hara. [He originally published the Sefer 

Chafetz Chaim anonymously, leading people to refer to the 

author of the book as the Chafetz Chaim, as they did not have 

any other name to call the author. When it became known that 

he was the author, he became known as the Chafetz Chaim.]    

In his introduction to his Sefer, he explains how discord 

among Jews is the root of our exile, and the destruction of the 

Beis Ha’Mikdash. While his Sefer indeed had a positive effect 

on people, it was not exactly in the way he envisioned. He 

writes in the introduction to his Sefer, Kvod Shamayim, that 

he always thought writing such a Sefer would indeed help 

Klal Yisrael to stop speaking Lashon Hara. While he was 

happy that his Sefer had been somewhat helpful, it did not 

help as much as he envisioned it would.  

However, Baruch Hashem in our generation it has become 

very popular to learn and keep the laws of Shemiras 

Ha’Lashon. People learn it with study partners, and there are 

even entire organizations that spread the teachings of the 

Chafetz Chaim regarding Lashon Hara. There are even 

Lashon Hara hotlines, that people can dial in order to hear 

Shiurim on the laws of Lashon Hara.     

                Rectifying the Sin       
The people who keep the laws of Shemiras Ha’Lashon 

have already done their part in rebuilding the Beis 

Ha’Mikdash. However, many people have not yet become 

observant and careful enough regarding these Halachos.  

The Brisker Rav zt”l often stated that the main need in 

Heaven is for religious people to become more observant in 

Torah. After all, Hashem does not expect much from those 

who are not religious. He does expect more from people who 

know the right thing to do, and yet do not practice Mitzvos 

nor refrain from Lashon Hara, as they should. These people 
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know that they can easily learn the laws, and therefore it is 

much more severe when they do not learn or observe them.    

If someone finds it difficult to refrain from speaking 

Lashon Hara, he should at least try not to do so on Shabbos. 

Shabbos is the holiest day of the week. It is not so hard to get 

used to refraining from speaking about (and criticizing) other 

people on Shabbos.  

I suggest that this is an excellent way to get used to 

refraining from speaking Lashon Hara. This is as we Daven in 

Birkas Ha’Shachar, “And make us accustomed to Your 

Torah.” We ask Hashem that he should make our Mitzvah 

observance second nature. However, a person has to first try 

to make Mitzvah observance his nature in at least a minimal 

way. If he does something that is not so difficult, but is the 

best that he can do, Hashem will help him do the rest, and 

make this his nature. Accordingly, if a person gets used to 

refraining from speaking Lashon Hara on Shabbos, soon it 

will become his nature, and he will be able to act in this 

manner during the week as well!    

                      A Positive Influence       
People who refrain from Lashon Hara are a positive 

influence on others, and will cause them to refrain from being 

in involved in Lashon Hara. This is as the Chazon Ish writes 

that a “true Ba’al Torah” is someone who has an influence on 

the world, even though he himself is sitting and learning. 

Every Ben Torah who practices Halachah properly has an 

influence on those in his vicinity, and even on those outside 

his immediate area! It is understandable that the greater the 

person is, the greater his influence on the rest of Klal Yisrael.                    

Therefore, if a person is not careful in the laws of 

Lashon Hara, he is not only lacking, by spreading Lashon 

Hara, but also for being a negative influence in Klal 

Yisrael! We know there is a concept that “Kol Yisrael 

Areivim Zeh l’Zeh” (all Jews are guarantors for one 

another’s Mitzvah observance). If a person acts as he 

should, he can be a tremendous positive influence on the 

rest of Klal Yisrael! 

              Kamtza and Bar Kamtza     
The Gemara in Gitin (55b) relates that Yerushalayim was 

destroyed due to the incident regarding Kamtza and Bar 

Kamtza. The story is that a particular person had a friend 

named Kamtza and an enemy named Bar Kamtza. He made a 

meal for his friends, and sent a messenger to invite Kamtza. 

However, by mistake, his messenger invited Bar Kamtza. 

When the host saw that Bar Kamtza had arrived, he 

immediately demanded that he leave. Bar Kamtza pleaded 

that he be allowed to stay, but to no avail. He even said that 

he would pay for the entire feast, but his host insisted on him 

leaving. He was thrown out of the feast to his great 

embarrassment. This motivated him to lie to the Caesar that 

the Jews wanted to rebel against him. This eventually led to 

the destruction of the Beis Ha’Mikdash.        

This bears clarification. The Gemara in Yoma (9b) states 

that the second Beis Ha’Mikdash was destroyed due to 

baseless hatred between Jews. The Gemara in Gitin (56a) 

relates that Rebbi Tzadok fasted for forty years in order to 

prevent the destruction of the Beis Ha’Mikdash. This implies 

that forty years before the incident of Kamtza and Bar 

Kamtza, it was already known that the Beis Ha’Mikdash was 

going to be destroyed. Rebbi Tzadok was able to delay the 

destruction for forty years in the merit of his fasting. 

However, this was already going to happen long before the 

incident of Kamtza and Bar Kamtza. If so, why does the 

Gemara say that this incident caused the destruction? 

It must be that it was not solely because of the incident of 

Kamtza and Bar Kamtza. Rather, this incident was indicative 

of the baseless hatred that existed between Jews in general, 

which was the reason for the destruction. While this incident 

seemingly led to the Caesar attacking Yerushalayim, the real 

reason that Heaven allowed this to occur was because of the 

great amount of baseless hatred that existed for years between 

Jews.  

                   Giving in is Winning 
If there is a fight or disagreement between two people, 

often the person who gives in, is the one who benefits the 

most.  

A certain taxi driver in Israel related to me the following 

story. In his company, there is a driver who is very good 

friends with the dispatcher (who gives the taxi drivers of the 

company their next address). Since the driver and dispatcher 

are friends, the dispatcher often assigns an address to his 

friend, even though other drivers are in line to receive the next 

address.  Many drivers complain that this is unfair, but there 
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does not seem that much could practically be done about it. 

Nevertheless, they continue to complain. This driver told me 

that he himself does not complain, and he in fact only benefits 

from the fact that he stays out of this mess. He related that 

when he was once skipped over in favor of this driver, he did 

not say a word. The very next address was promised to him, 

and it was a very lucrative journey of many hours!  

A person must realize that all of his income is set from 

Rosh Hashanah. However, if he “gives in” and maintains 

peace among Jews, it is possible that Hashem will give him 

more reward for this Mitzvah of “giving in” and preventing 

fights! While it is often difficult for a person to refrain from 

becoming upset when someone seems to be taking away his 

livelihood; if a person truly believes that his income is already 

set from Rosh Hashanah, he need not worry. [While the Torah 

allows a person to go to Beis Din for monetary disputes, in 

cases such as the story above where there is little recourse, it 

pays to give in versus fighting a useless fight that will merely 

cause hatred.]                                  

   Even at the Cost of Embarrassment   
A person does not realize how much he gains when he is 

embarrassed. Embarrassment is a tremendous atonement for 

one’s sins!                 

Someone approached me recently with the following 

question. He has a relative who he often helps. However, this 

relative denigrates him and yells at him instead of thanking 

him for his kindness. Should he stop helping him, or should 

he yell back at him? I replied that it is worth it to continue to 

be denigrated, as this is a tremendous atonement for sins in 

the next world, which saves from the jaws of Gehinnom. 

Embarrassment can also give a person a greater portion of 

Olam Haba in the next world!     

The Sefarim state that a person should relish the 

opportunity to be embarrassed, as everyone has sins that 

require atonement, and this is a surefire way to atone for 

them.               

We find that Chazal praised a person who is denigrated and 

does not answer back. The Gemara in Chulin (89a) states that 

the world hinges on people who hear themselves being 

denigrated and do not answer back. The Gemara in Gitin 

(36b) similarly states, that regarding people who are 

denigrated, and do not denigrate others in return, the Passuk 

states, “And those who love Him are like the sun coming out 

in its might.” This is the high spiritual level of those who do 

not answer those who denigrate them.         

                       Are They Equal?  
A person can even reach a high spiritual level where he 

does not care at all if people denigrate him. This is as the 

Rambam writes in Pirush Ha’Mishnayos (Avos 4:4) that a 

certain pious person was asked, “What was the happiest day 

of your life?” He answered that it was when he was terribly 

denigrated by a certain person, and he did not feel affected by 

it at all. This realization that he had reached this level, gave 

him tremendous happiness!      

The Chovos Ha’Levavos (Shar Yichud Ha’Ma’aseh ch.5) 

writes that a pious person asked his friend once, “Are they 

equal to you?” In other words, are honor and denigration the 

same to you? Do they affect you the same way? His friend 

replied that he had not yet reached that spiritual level. The 

pious person replied that this is the level of perfection! There 

are many righteous people who do not run after honor. 

However, when a person is affected by honor and denigration 

in the same manner, he has reached perfection in this area. 

A person should ask himself whether it is important to him 

that other people should appreciate his skills. Most people 

want others to understand that they are accomplished in 

certain areas, and have certain talents. He receives honor and 

appreciation for these talents, and thereby feels important. 

When a person is not appreciated by anyone, he feels like a 

loser. However, it is important to understand that while this is 

a natural feeling for most people, a person who has perfected 

humility will not care if people honor or denigrate him. This 

is a very high spiritual level, and most people have difficulty 

achieving it. It is important to know that it can be achieved.                

         Being Influenced by Honor  

The Mesilas Yesharim (ch. 11) writes about the desire for 

money, and says that it is possible for a person to overcome 

their desire for money. However, he says, it is easier to do this 

than overcome a desire for honor. He quotes examples from 

Chazal that illustrate just how driven people are by their 

desire for honor. The Meraglim (spies) caused all of Bnei 

Yisrael to sin, because they were worried they would lose 

their standing if Bnei Yisrael would immediately enter Eretz 
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Yisrael. This is one of the reasons why they said Lashon Hara 

about Eretz Yisrael. Similarly, the haughtiness of Yeravam 

ben Nevat caused him to establish idols of golden calves in 

Eretz Yisrael. This effectively caused Klal Yisrael to serve 

idols.  

The Gemara in Sanhedrin (102a) states that even after 

Yeravam committed this tremendous sin, Hashem came to 

him with an offer. If he were to repent, Hashem would walk 

with him in Gan Eden for eternity together with David 

Ha’Melech. Yeravam asked Hashem who would be first in 

Gan Eden: himself or David Ha’Melech. When Hashem 

replied that David would be first, Yeravam refused to repent. 

The simple explanation of the Gemara is that before 

Yeravam asked this question, he indeed would have been 

before David Ha’Melech! This is because the great merit of 

people who repent (i.e. Yeravam, if he would have repented) 

is even greater than that of the purely righteous (i.e. David, 

see Berachos 34b). This is as Hashem said that he would walk 

with him and David! However, after Yeravam let his desire 

for honor take over, having to know who would be the one 

who would be first, him or David Ha’Melech, he no longer 

deserved to be first.    

Yeravam knew that there is a certain level of eternal 

jealousy, as described in the Gemara in Bava Basra (75a). The 

Gemara states that when people in Gan Eden and Olam Haba 

see that their friend receives a better portion in Olam Haba, 

they will be jealous, as they will realize that they could have 

received this portion had they behaved better. When Yeravam 

heard that he would have less of a portion in Gan Eden than 

David Ha’Melech, his desire for honor could not tolerate that, 

and so he instead ended up choosing Gehinnom. What a 

horrible choice! This was due to his tremendous haughtiness, 

and his desire for honor. 

                Working on our Middos 
It is true that it is not easy to work on our desire for honor, 

and it is certainly difficult to work on appreciating 

embarrassment. However, a person can motivate himself by 

developing a clear understanding that the next world is what 

is important, and not this world. This will help him conceal 

his righteousness, and remove the need for honor that makes a 

person want to show the world that he is very righteous.                  

However, a person should not conceal his learning at the 

expense of others. The Nesivos Or says that Rebbi Yisrael 

Salanter originally thought to be a hidden Tzaddik, and not let 

others know of his learning and righteousness. When he 

realized that this would be at the cost of his ability to 

influence others in a positive fashion, he decided against 

being a hidden Tzaddik.    

If we learn Sifrei Mussar and have a set Mussar Seder, we 

can influence ourselves, and then others, in a very positive 

spiritual manner.   

May we merit Siyata Dishmaya!             

           
 
 
 

            (This discourse was delivered in Sivan 5776.) 
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