
This week's פרשה starts with the 
commandment to count the Yidden. The 
 .ְׂשאּו אֶת־ֹראׁש ּכָל־עֲַדת ְּבנֵי־יְִׂשָראֵל states פסוק
The next פסוק states that only those who 
were above twenty were counted and 
then the פסוק adds ּכָל־ֹיצֵא צָָבא - those who 
serve in the military. 

The basic meaning of the above is that all 
Yidden from the age twenty, who are by 
the way of military age, were counted, as 
explained by רש״י. 

We need to understand a few points 
mentioned in the פסוקים. Why does the 
 how does ,ְׂשאּו אֶת־ֹראׁש use the term פסוק
that connote counting? We also need to 
understand the purpose of counting. Why 
is it important for Hashem that the Yidden 
be counted? Hashem already knew the 
exact amount of Yidden present. Also, we 
see that counting people carries an 
inherent risk of causing death, why risk it 
at all? 

The next פסוק also needs understanding. 
What does counting have to do with 

serving in the military? Even if the תורה 
needs to write the age of service 
somewhere, how is it related to the 
general counting of the Yidden? 

The כלי יקר already asks this question and 
answers that the age of twenty is related 
to the military because people at that age 
are more fearful of Hashem. Yet, it still 
doesn't explain the connection of 
counting and military. 

Numbers in general, show individualism 
as no number is ever the same as the 
other. Some numbers use the same 
symbol as other numbers but i t 
represents a total different amount. The 
number 3 means just three things and the 
number 30, although it uses the number 
3, means thirty things. Also, numbers are 
ad infinitum, they never end. 

Numbers on one hand represents 
individualism and on the other it 
represents a group. If one has a group of 
twenty items each item is an individual 
thing yet is part of one group of twenty. 
Should one disappear there will be 
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nineteen individual items but the group 
and the number representing it, is totally 
new. 

Hashem is telling us something with His 
commandment to count the Yidden. 
Hashem is saying that each Yid is an 
individual with no one like him, yet all the 
Yidden together form one group. Should 
one number - Yid be missing, it changes 
the whole group. 

When one is applying for citizenship he 
needs to submit, for example, ten 
documents. Some are more important 
and some are less. Yet, if even the least 
important document is missing all are 
rejected and one can only reapply once 
all are presented together. Same is true 
with us Yidden; some are more important 
and some are less but all are vital for the 
being of כלל ישראל. The strongest chain is 
only as strong as its weakest link. כלל 
 is the same and it is for this reason ישראל
that we're all responsible for each other. 
We are not כלל ישראל when even the 
weakest one is missing. 

Although each Yid is unique he needs the 
power of all. There's a special protection 
given to כלל ישראל as a whole. When one 
steps out of that, he loses that special 
protection. How does one steps out? By 
focusing on his individuality and not on 
the Yidden as a whole. He doesn't see 
himself as part of the ציבור. 

This explains the inherent danger present 
when counting the Yidden. Counting 
shows everyone their individuality as well 
as their inclusion of one group. Thus, the 
Yidden, when they were counted had to 
be careful to indeed see their special 
individuality yet not forget that they're part 
of one and that gives them the special 
protection. 

We now also understand why the תורה 
uses the words term ְׂשאּו אֶת־ֹראׁש; it is by 
counting that one gets his confidence and 
recognizes his uniqueness. One feels 
elevated and self confident after being 
counted. The words ְׂשאּו אֶת־ֹראׁש means 
exactly this. ְׂשאּו means to elevate. One 
will be elevated by being counted. 

The military works the same way. It is all 
branches combined that win a war and 
not the individual. The military has within 
its ranks different people with different 
skills yet all are needed. The best 
sharpshooter is ineffective without the 
cook providing nourishment. The cook is 
as essent ial as the best trained 
commandos! 

This is why the תורה adds the comparison 
of the military. It adds that not only is 
everyone important within כלל ישראל, the 
most important Yid cannot function and 
do his תפקיד without the least important 
Yid doing his! 



The age of one being counted is twenty. 
We find in many places the importance of 
turning twenty. It is at that time that one 
bears responsibility of his actions in בית 
 it's a time that one looks for a ,דין של מעלה
job as stated in the משנה, and one joins 
the military. What's the significance of this 
age? 

It is usually at age twenty that one 
becomes a member of society and his 
community. All of the above statements 

regarding a twenty year old is connected. 
He is judged by בית דין של מעלה because 
he's a responsible young adult, and 
because he's judged he's more careful 
with doing מצות correctly which makes 
him a good soldier who will be protected 
due to his scrupulous behavior. This is 
also why he can now be counted as part 
of כלל ישראל, he's old enough to be aware 
of his uniqueness but not forget that he's 
part of something greater than himself.  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