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Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

 אשר יעשה אתם האדם וחי בהם )יח:ה(
Which man shall carry out and live by them (18:5) 

And live by them – in the World to Come, for if you should say that 
the Posuk refers to this world, is it not man’s destiny to die? (Rashi) 

The Gemara (Yoma 85b) learns from this Posuk that saving a life 
overrides Shabbos, and we desecrate Shabbos for someone who is in a 
dangerous situation – and live by them – and they should not die by them. 
If so, what is Rashi referring to when he says ‘in the World to Come or this 
world’? It is explained in the Sefer ‘Devash L’Phi’ that there is a 
great Machlokes – disagreement – between the Rambam and the other 
Rishonim regarding the sins where we are told 'יעבר ואל יהרג' – 
‘Transgress and do not be killed’. What would be the law in the situation 
where a person says “I will be killed and I will not transgress?” Some of 
the Rishonim have the view that this person has acted properly and the 
Rambam holds that if he is killed and he does not transgress – then he is 
liable with his life, and his judgment is that he loses his reward in the 
World to Come! According to the view of the Rambam, the contradiction is 
resolved. The Gemara teaches ‘and live by them’ – and do not die by 
them, that we desecrate Shabbos to save a Jew. But what is the law if the 
Jew says: “Do not desecrate the Shabbos for me, I would rather die?” He 
deserves death and he loses his Olam Haba. We find that by desecrating 
Shabbos, this Jew is spared his Olam Haba, for if he would not desecrate 
Shabbos – then he would lose his Olam Haba! (Umatuk HaOhr) 

 

At the end of discussing the service of Yom Kippur, the 

Torah states, “To atone for the sins of Bnei Yisroel, once a 

year” (16:34). The reiteration of Yom Kippur occurring once a 

year seems superfluous! Rav Shimon Sofer suggests that this is 

a guarantee from Hashem that if we fulfill all of the Mitzvos of 

Yom Kippur with the proper intentions and focus, that 

atonement alone will cover for the entire year, and we will not 

need punishments or difficult times to complete the atonement 

for our sins!  
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                Candle Lighting: 7:40  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:44   Gra: 9:20 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:31 

Chatzos: 12:53       Sh'kiah: 7:59 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 8:45 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 9:12  

                                                 (some say 9:35) 
 
 

 
             Next Week: Kedoshim 
              Candle Lighting: 7:47 

Rav Yitzchak Zilberstein once related about a woman who 

had become an observant Jew, but her husband refused to join 

her and he would not take on doing the Mitzvos with her. She 

tried, at least, to get her husband to stop smoking in the house on 

Shabbos, and she told him that it disturbed the atmosphere of 

Shabbos that she was trying to create, but her husband adamantly 

refused. She went to her Rav and asked him for advice with her 

situation, and the Rabbi came up with a suggestion for a 

compromise, that the husband should refrain from smoking only 

for as long as the Shabbos candles were lit. The husband thought 

that the suggestion was reasonable, and he agreed. At first the 

wife used standard Shabbos candles, but soon, she switched them 

and started using thicker candles, which burned longer. The 

husband, true to his word, refrained from smoking as long as the 

candles burned. As the weeks went by, the woman used thicker 

and thicker candles until eventually she began using candles that 

lasted 24 hours, the entire duration of Shabbos. The husband 

dutifully kept to his pledge, and as result of his wife’s Shabbos 

candles, he increased his own observance of Shabbos!  

(Aleinu L’Shabei’ach, vol. 2, p. 537) 
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If a Yisroel is called up in place of a Kohein, a Levi is 

not called up after him. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:9) 
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 Middos      
Rashi comments that in some places the Torah 

mentions Moshe before Aharon and in other places it 

mentions Aharon before Moshe. This teaches us that 

both were equally great. This is puzzling, since the 

Torah testifies that Moshe was the greatest Navi who 

ever lived. How can it be said that Aharon was equal to 

him? Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, (Darash Moshe) 

answers that in Hashem’s eyes, achievement is 

measured by whether a person fulfills his personal 

mission. One who has a small mission and completes it, 

is just as great as one with a big mission who completes 

it. Aharon achieved the absolute maximum of his 

potential. He fulfilled Hashem’s will perfectly just as 

Moshe did. The difference was that Moshe had more 

missions, which meant that he had more 

responsibilities. Still, since they both did as they were 

commanded in accordance with their abilities, they 

were on an equal level. Rav Moshe taught that people 

can tend to get disheartened that they cannot 

accomplish as much as others. If a person doesn't have 

the intelligence and capabilities of others, he has to 

understand that more talent simply means greater 

responsibility. Rav Yisroel Salanter, zt”l, would say,   

“I know that in many ways I have the capacity of one 

thousand men, but because of this, my obligation to 

serve Hashem is also that of one thousand men.”        

As long as one is maximizing his potential, he is just as 
great as everyone else! 
 

Baruch was a young man learning in the Chofetz Chaim’s Yeshivah in Radin, where he 

excelled and became a Talmid Chacham. It reached a point where his parents felt he should 

leave the Yeshivah to come home and get married. Baruch went to the Chofetz Chaim’s 

house to say goodbye, and get a Brachah before he departed. After telling the Chofetz 

Chaim of his plans, the Chofetz Chaim gave him a stern look, and asked Baruch to promise 

that he would never be Mechalel Shabbos. Baruch didn’t know whether to laugh or cry, 

since he was never Mechalel Shabbos in his life, but realized that maybe his Rebbe saw him 

do something once. He promised the Chofetz Chaim that he would never desecrate Shabbos, 

but the Chofetz Chaim kept his stern look, and extended his hand. He said, “Shake my hand 

and guarantee me that you will never, under any circumstance be Mechalel Shabbos.” Now, 

Baruch felt like crying because obviously his Rebbe suspected him. Baruch shook the 

Chofetz Chaim’s hand and made the promise. He left feeling dejected instead of uplifted. At 

home, Baruch met Rochel, got married and started building a family. They had four 

children. Baruch learned in the Kollel, and worked a few hours a week in the local grocery, 

and they somehow made ends meet. Everything changed when war broke out, and Baruch 

and Rochel made the difficult decision to leave for America. This meant to change 

everything they had ever known in their life, and say goodbye to their family, not knowing 

if they would ever see them again. They boarded the boat and came to America, and it was 

not long before they realized that the streets were not paved with gold, and it certainly 

wasn’t the land of opportunity, especially for someone Frum. Baruch got a job in the textile 

industry for a low wage, and he didn’t have time to learn much anymore since he was 

focusing on bringing home food for his family. He became known as a reliable, hard worker 

and worked his way up in the company. Soon, The Great Depression set in, and his meager 

salary was cut, making things even more difficult. One day, Baruch came to work and 

received notice that his boss, Mr. Mark, wanted to see him. He had always been on good 

terms with his boss. Mr. Mark told him, that the company was not doing as well in the poor 

economy and they would be forcing all employees to work seven days a week. He told 

Baruch that he understood that he was a religious Jew and that this would be hard on him, 

but he wanted Baruch to be one of the first to know. Baruch finished work and made his 

way home at the end of the day and broke the terrible news to his wife. He refused to work 

on Shabbos and he would have to quit his job. He already knew many people who were out 

of work as it was, and looking to be off for Shabbos made it more difficult. Few people 

were able to start new jobs on Sunday, but were fired the next Sunday when they didn’t 

show up to work on Shabbos. How was he going to find work? Slowly, their small meals 

became even smaller and most nights the children went to sleep starving. Day after day 

Baruch went on interviews, but with all the same result: no job unless you work on 

Shabbos. One night, Baruch and Rochel made the horrible decision for Boruch to go to 

work on Shabbos, because they simply could not survive anymore. They rationalized that 

this was a case of Pikuach Nefesh because the children were suffering so much, and their 

very lives were likely at risk. The next morning, Baruch got on a train to go find a job 

where he would work on Shabbos. Suddenly he burst into tears and his hands began to 

tremble. He had forgotten about his promise to the Chofetz Chaim! Baruch got off the train 

at the next stop, turned back the other way, and went home. Through tears, he told his wife 

of his promise, so many years earlier. Rochel started to cry herself, and said how much she 

regretted the decision, saying that the suffering of the children affected her. They were 

sitting at the table thinking of what to do to somehow make ends meet, when there was a 

knock at the door. Baruch opened his door and was surprised to see Mr. Mark, his old boss 

standing there and asked if he could come in. He said he came to apologize. Mr. Mark 

explained that he had a partner who didn’t like religious Jews very much. He said that the 

most important thing to a Jew is money, and if put under a little pressure, their religion 

would be tossed out the window. Mr. Mark disagreed, and they made a bet that they would 

pick one Jew in the company to test. They picked Baruch because he had grown in the 

company and he stood to lose more than others. Mr. Mark said to Baruch: “You won the 

bet. You didn’t give in to the pressure and agree to work on Shabbos.” He then took out an 

envelope from his briefcase and gave it to Baruch. It contained a fortune of $1,000. He also 

gave Baruch a promotion and made him manager of his branch in the company. After      

Mr. Mark left, Baruch and Rochel cried tears of joy, astounded at how close they had come 

to being Mechalel Shabbos. Baruch attributed it all to his Rebbe, the Chofetz Chaim, and the 

hand shake from so many years ago. This is the power of influence that a Tzaddik can have! 
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 L’Maaseh        בס"ד
                 A Tale to Remember 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
There is a custom that some have on the first 

Shabbos after Pesach to bake a house key into one 

of the Shabbos Challos, or to have a Challah in the 

shape of a key, and this is known as a Shlissel 

Challah. Sefer Ta’amei HaMinhagim offers a few 

reasons for this Minhag. The Medrash on the Pasuk 

in Shir HaShirim (5:2) explains that Hashem desires 

that we open up our hearts in Teshuvah towards 

Him, even as small as the eye of a needle, and 

Hashem says that He will open our hearts the rest of 

the way. According to Kabbalah, on Pesach the 

Gates to Heaven were open, and following Pesach 

the lower gates are now closed. Therefore, it is up 

to us to try and open them again, so on the first 

Shabbos after Pesach we put a key in the Challah to 

show that through the Mitzvah of Shabbos we are 

trying to open the locks. Another reason given is 

that in the Midbar, the Jewish people ate the Mann 

until after Pesach when they entered Eretz Yisroel. 

At that point they ate from the produce of the land 

and became dependent on their livelihood for the 

first time, as the Mann had stopped falling down for 

them. The key in the Challah after Pesach is a 

request that Hashem should open the Sha’arei 

Parnasah, the Gates of Livelihood. 
 


