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   – ’We are Jews first‘ 'אנו יהודים לכתחילה'
I spent Shabbos Vayeitzei in a yeshiva in Telz-Stone when the 
purpose of the Shabbos was to be a Shabbos kiruv to strengthen 
the youth to come closer to the religion. They turned to me with a 
request to speak at Seudah Shlishis to another group of boys more 
distant who want to have a special closeness. As I am in the year of 
aveilus for my father, my teacher I agreed to give the talk on the 
condition that I would be able to daven for the amud for Maariv 
after Shabbos, but when the time came for Maariv there were only 
seven boys and the staff had already left and I was left without a 
minyan. Immediately a staff member went to gather some men 
who had already davened but were gladly willing to remain and 
complete the minyan. Of course this is better than nothing but I am 
not a man of ‘after the fact’ and I preferred to have a minyan of 
men who had not yet davened so I asked them to wait a little, 
perhaps we would have our minyan and we would daven properly 
from the outset. Since this was already some time after Shabbos 
and it was not likely that we would find a minyan at this late hour 
one of the staff asked that we daven like this. I explained to him 
that I had never davened with a joined minyan and I hope that 
Hashem would send us a complete minyan. Suddenly, a group of 
Jews two buildings over from us were making their way to shul to 
daven Maariv. They were coming from a Shabbos Sheva Brachos 
and when they finished they went to daven Maariv and I davened 
for the amud properly to honor my father, my teacher zt”l.     

                                                   – Moreinu HaRav shlit”a 
* ~ * ~ * 

 – ’Going down in order to go up‘'ירידה לצורך עלייה'
Before I went up to my house after Shachris I called my wife and asked if 
she needed anything from the grocery and I brought it home. An hour 
after I returned home she was looking for the item she asked me to get 
and she could not find it, immediately I told her that I forgot to buy it and I 
went down to the grocery to buy it. As I was crossing the street a passing 
car stopped by me and it was a young man who we wanted to be in touch 
with but we were not able to. He stopped at the side of the road and we 
talked for a few minutes and we made up a time when we could meet and 
continue our conversation. He drove away and another car honked the 
horn and stopped by me and inside was another young man that I lost 
touch with and had wanted to meet but never could and I set a time with 
him as well to have a decent conversation. They drove away and I reached 
the grocery in peace. I stood amazed with the thought how Hashem 
arranged that I would forget the item so that one hour later I would go 
down a meet two people that I wanted to keep in touch with. I also 
thought that if I had asked my wife to go down to the store she would 
have gladly gone but since I went down I received two gifts at one time. 

- Moreinu HaRav Shlit”a  

 

 – ?To Whom Does It Have Value ?הערכה למי

In the later years of Maran the Chassam Sofer, a harsh decree 
was issued by the government against the Jews, and they had 
to appeal to the government to cancel it. At that time, the 
Chassam Sofer did not have the strength to go by himself and 
so, he sent a messenger in his place. That messenger that was 
picked for the task was exceedingly Heaven fearing, and the 
Chassam Sofer said about him, ‘His hand is literally like my 
hand.’ That messenger went with two other messengers from 
other communities in the country and they reached the 
palace of the king. 
In the palace of the king, they honored them by giving them 
milk to drink, and the two other messengers allowed 
themselves to drink even though this was milk from a non-
Jew (chalav akum), for they felt that this was not such a 
severe prohibition, and also since they were messengers on 
the way to do a mitzvah, they would not be harmed. 
However, the messenger of the Chassam Sofer did not want 
to drink by any means. When the king saw this he asked him 
why he would not drink, and he responded that according to 
the Shulchan Aruch it is prohibited to drink the milk of a non-
Jew, unless a Jew observed how the cow was milked. 
Just at that moment the attendant entered before the king 
and the king asked him, ‘Why does the milk taste different 
today than usual?’ The attendant answered, ‘Today we were 
able to get special milk – the milk of a camel.’ 
When the king saw how this Jew was spared from a 
prohibition from the Torah from the strength of his devotion 
that he had for fulfilling the Torah, he decided to appoint him 
as the officer in charge of all Jewish affairs in his entire 
kingdom for he appreciated that he stood on his principles 
with firm determination and he knew that he would always 
stand by the truth until the end without compromise. 
Sometimes it seems to us that we stubbornly stand firm on a minor 
point as if it were major thus lowering the opinion of us to those 
around us and with this feeling the Inclination attempts to entice us  
to look at things differently, and particularly when we need 
something from them, but the truth of the matter is that this is a 
misconception and the truth is that our stubbornness adds to the 
value in the eyes of those around us. 
We see the same thing in our parsha. When Yaakov wanted to 
appease Eisav, he sent to him and he said, ‘I have lived with Lavan’ 
and Rashi explains that he said to him that even though I was with 
him many years still I kept all 613 mitzvos. Specifically at that time 
Yaakov saw the need to inform Eisav on the point of keeping the 
mitzvos for he knew that even the wicked one who wantonly follows 
his inclination, still, in the deepest place of his heart he values those 
that go with completeness, and are not trapped by the enticing of 
the Inclination. 

- Tiv HaTorah - Vayishlach 
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קטנתי מכל החסדים ומכל האמת אשר עשית את עבדך כי במקלי 
 (יא:לב): עברתי את הירדן הזה ועתה הייתי לשני מחנות

I have been diminished by all the kindnesses and by all the truth 
that You have done for Your servant; for with my staff I crossed 
this Jordan and now I have become two camps. (32:11) 
Behold, although it is not possible to comprehend the essence of the holy 
forefathers, and with our weak mental capacity it is not at all possible to 
fathom the deep intention of every action and every word, nevertheless, 
we can attempt to observe their actions and their behavior and learn 
how to conduct our lives, for the Torah is eternal, and if their actions are 
written in the Torah then surely there is a lesson to be learned for all 
generations, and every generation according to its status and level can 
derive life lessons. 
First, let us consider several posukim in the previous parsha when Yaakov 
spoke to Lavan after he caught up to him (31:40-42): 

זה לי עשרים שנה : הייתי ביום אכלני חרב וקרח בלילה ותדר שנתי מעיני
ך ארבע עשרה שנה בשתי בנתיך ושש שנים בצאנך בביתך עבדתי

לולי אלקי אבי אלקי אברהם ופחד : ותחלף את משכרתי עשרת מנים
יצחק היה לי כי עתה ריקם שלחתני את עניי ואת יגיע כפי ראה אלקים 

 :ויוכח אמש

This is how I was: By day heat consumed me, and snow by night; 
my sleep drifted from my eyes. This is for me twenty years in your 

household: I worked for you fourteen years for your two 
daughters, and six years for your flocks; and you changed my 

wage ten countings. Had not the G-d of my father – the G-d of 
Avraham and the Dread of Yitzchak – been with me, you would 

surely have sent me away empty handed; Hashem saw my 
wretchedness and the toil of my hands, and He admonished you 

last night. 
In these posukim we see that Yaakov seemingly made his success 
dependent on his own accomplishments. He describes how hard he 
worked and his devotion to his work as the reason for establishing a large 
family and amassing much wealth and he tells Lavan that first ‘I worked 
for you for your two daughters and in exchange for that work I earned 
them, and after that I worked for your flocks and what I earned was my 
“wages”’, thus, he makes all that he has dependent on his hard work. 
Even his next words ‘ and you changed my wages ten countings’ we see 
that he again made it dependent on his own achievements, for if not for 
this he would not have been so bothered that Lavan cheated him and 
only because he made his wages dependent on his hard work he was 
greatly distressed that Lavan did not keep his word. 
Yet, here in our parsha Yaakov changes his words, and he attributes all his 
success to HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and he says ‘I have been diminished by 
all the kindnesses…that You have done for Your servant’. Here Yaakov 
acknowledges that he only earned all this because of the guarantee of 
the Omnipresent and as he describes as it continues ‘for with my staff I 
crossed this Jordan and now I have become two camps’ and though over 
the course of the years from the time he came alone to Lavan he 
accomplished many things as has been stated, HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
wanted to show him that were it not for His will he would not have had 
the ability to accomplish anything and he earned everything that he 
earned only because of the blessing of Hashem. Therefore, HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu sent Eisav with four hundred men in order to arouse Yaakov 
and see that he needs the help of Heaven and without this he does not 
have the ability to do anything. 
This matter is what requires strengthening (chizuk) for sometimes it 
seems to a person that it is because of the striving of a person that he has 
earned that which he has and that influence is one of denial chas 
v’chalilah for a person must know that were it not the will of Yisbarach he 
would not have the ability to find a solution at all and that measure that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu measured out for him is not dependent at all on his 
own ability and capability. 

   
 
  

And although a person from his point of view must make an effort in 
everything as we have learned (Tanna D’vei Eliyahu Rabbah chap. 14): 
“You might think that a person should sit idly and not work or do any 
transactions, the posuk says (Devorim 14:29): 

 אשר תעשהאלקיך בכל מעשה ידיך ' למען יברכך ה
In order that Hashem, your G-d, will bless you in all your 

handiwork that you may undertake. 
Notwithstanding, one must constantly remember that from his side it is 
only his effort that he is putting in but he cannot rely on this at all, 
rather, he must throw his trust and belief in Hashem Yisbarach alone, 
with a request for mercy and beseech the One Who has all. 
There is a well known story about a young man that Maran, the author 
of ‘Divrei Yoel’ of Satmar took an interest in him regarding his livelihood 
and business, and he wanted to tell the Rebbe about his great success in 
business, and he began to relate how through his own efforts he was 
able to start a business and he ran it and it was successful, and in order 
to emphasize the greatness of his success due to his own efforts he said 
that he had no help from his father or father-in-law and all his success 
were due to ‘his ten fingers’. When the Rebbe heard this he responded 
with a sweet tone of voice: “By us, devout Jews (herliche Yidin), we call 
this ‘the help of Heaven’ (siyata d’Shmaya)… for it is not his effort that 
brings success, rather, it is the will of Above that brings his success.” 
A person has to know that the hard work he invests in earning a living is 
only to fulfill a decree from the Torah (Bereishis 3:19): 

 בזעת אפך תאכל לחם

By the sweat of your brow shall you eat bread 
but there is nothing that he can do to control the income that comes in 
because of his hard labor, as explained at length in ‘Mesilas Yesharim’ 
(chapter 21). 
What is this compared to? To someone who comes to his friend with a 
proposal: Behold, before you is a stone too heavy to lift, but if you put 
in the effort and lift it several times a day you will receive from me a set 
amount of money every day. Whoever stands and sees this understands 
that there is no connection between lifting the stone and receiving the 
amount at the end of the day, as the money is not being given for lifting 
the stone for what benefit does the first person receive by the second 
person lifting the stone, rather, certainly the main purpose is to weaken 
the ones lifting the stone and the giving of the money is only a means of 
support from the first person. 
This is how a person has to look at his toil for a livelihood; as a 
punishment and as a debt that he must repay for there is no other 
purpose for his effort and were it not for the sin at the Tree of 
Knowledge a person would not have to toil for his income. But, once 
Adam was punished with the obligation to be weary, it seems to him 
that this toil enables him to have an income and then he desires to fulfill 
that decree. But, the truth of the matter is that there is no connection 
to livelihood. And if a person believes this, then he will spare most of his 
toil, for though he is aware of his obligation in regard to his striving, 
nevertheless, he knows that the Torah did not put a set amount for the 
decree of striving, and there is no reason to increase it since the end 
result is not dependent on it, and even with a little striving he can attain 
the amount that was set for him by Heaven. 
    

 
 

   
 
Dear Yehudi! Do not keep this benefit just for yourself, you are invited 
to print and distribute the weekly sheet in your neighborhood and be 
a partner in benefiting the masses. You can receive the sheet by email 
or by printing it.  

To subscribe to the English edition 
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