
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
11. One should not be around those who waste their time,  

nor be among a group of people who are ignorant of the Torah. 
In regard to people who are ignorant of Torah knowledge, Rav Moshe Shternbuch says that these people talk with each 

other in the way of ignorant people, and the reason one should avoid being with them is because they make mistakes with 

what they talk about or with their Hashkafah, their outlook at life as a Yid, and this will influence those around them to make 

mistakes as well. This directive of the Rosh, Rav Shternbuch notes, includes being in places where people like this can be 

found. 

In Pirkei Avos (1:7), Nitai HaArbeili teaches us to distance ourselves from a bad neighbor, and not to associate with a 

wicked person. Rav Avigdor Nebentzahl derives from here that a bad neighbor is worse than a Rasha, a wicked person. This 

is because the influence of a bad neighbor is always there, while acquaintances we see only once in a while. When one is 

exposed to the behaviors of a bad neighbor, it leaves an impression on him, and this can be compared to when Amaleik 

attacked Bnei Yisroel when they left Mitzrayim. Even though Klal Yisroel won the battle with them, Amaleik succeeded in 

diminishing the great enthusiasm Klal Yisroel had for Hashem, and they also cooled off the fear that the other nations had of 

Bnei Yisroel. True, Amaleik lost the battle, but there was damage that was done. Similarly, if one is exposed to the lifestyle 

of a bad neighbor, it leaves an impression, and it wears down one’s resolve to grow. A story is told about the Chofetz Chaim, 

that there was once an episode of Chillul Shabbos that occurred in Radin, R”L, and the Chofetz Chaim asked the entire 

community to assemble in the Bais Medrash so he could speak to them. In his Drashah, he spoke emotionally about the 

importance of Shabbos and bitter tears poured down his cheeks as he spoke. A while later, there was another instance of 

Chillul Shabbos, and the Chofetz Chaim once again called the community together, and cried as he spoke about the holiness 

of Shabbos. Afterwards, he told some of his students that it was true that Chillul Shabbos bothered him to no end that he 

cried over it, however, he admitted that the tears he had at the second Drashah were not the same as the tears he had at his 

first Drashah, and it was not the same weeping. He said that his tears were not as bitter the second time because he was 

affected from just hearing about Chillul Shabbos, and his sadness had been reduced somewhat. Rav Avigdor Nebentzahl said 

from this that a bad neighbor can have an influence on even the most devout and committed Jew, like the Chofetz Chaim. 

Rav Nebentzhal offers advice on how to approach this, that one should focus his attention and effort on the positive as much 

as possible, and this will help him soar in Ruchniyus, and help him grow to higher and more elevated levels! 
 

)לו:ז( והמלאכה היתה דים לכל המלאכה לעשות אתה והותר  
And the work was sufficient for them for all the work, to do it,  

and having a surplus (36:7) 
The language of the Posuk is difficult to understand, was the work that the 

Children of Israel did ‘sufficient’ or did they have a ‘surplus’? The Maharam Shif 
explains, were it not for the ‘surplus’ they would not know that they had 
‘sufficient’, just as we see with the cup of wine for Kiddush, only after the cup is 
filled to the brim do we know that it is truly full, so too here, only after they had 
a surplus did the Children of Israel know that they had brought a sufficient 
amount.  (Umatok HaOhr) 
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 לרפואה שלימה:
 

 אלעזר בן שרה
 

מאיר אשר בן 

 צביה

 

ר' אהרן יהודה 

 לייב בן

גיטל פייגא   
 

חיים  רפאל  

 שאר ישוב בן

 באבא חיה רבקה
 

 אהרן בן 

רבקה שרה  
 

יחיאל ברוך הלוי 

 בן ליבה גיטל 
 

בתוך שאר חולי 

 ישראל

The stones of the Eiphod are referred to as stones of memory (39:7). Rav 

Meir Simcha of Dvinsk (Meshech Chochmah) suggests that just as Yosef 

withheld himself from sinning by realizing the risk he was taking and that he 

would lose having his name on these stones (Sotah 36b), so too, each and every 

one of us can remember these stones and recognize our own importance, and 

therefore be encouraged to withstand temptation and not do wrong. 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
There are many 

stories of Hashgachah 

Pratis, with how we see 

Hashem’s hand in 

Shidduchim. Once, an 

older Bachur was 

traveling with his parents 

from New York to 

Montreal for a Shidduch. 

His mother had high 

hopes and thought that 

this would finally be the 

one, but the Shidduch was 

not meant to be. As they 

were traveling back 

home, the boy’s parents 

were dejected, but the 

Bachur was full of 

enthusiasm. He kept 

trying to cheer up his 

parents and he said that 

he was certain that 

Hashem would still help 

him. He spoke about 

Emunah and Bitachon the 

entire ride back to New 

York, to encourage his 

parents. A few days later, 

they received a phone call 

from a Shadchan. The 

Shadchan told them that 

the man who drove them 

to Montreal and back in 

his car was very 

impressed by this young 

man, and with his strong 

Emunah and Divrei 

Torah. Throughout the 

ride back, the driver kept 

thinking to himself, “I 

would love for this boy to 

be my son-in-law. He is 

perfect for my daughter!” 

And indeed, the Shidduch 

was arranged, and the two 

soon became Chosson 

and Kallah!  

(Torah Wellsprings) 
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 בס"ד

When leaving a Shul, it is forbidden for one to run or take big steps, because this makes it 

appear that staying longer in Shul is a burden to him. This applies only when one is leaving to 

take care of his own matters. If however, one is going from the Shul to the Bais Medrash to 

learn Torah, it is a Mitzvah to run. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 25:8) 

 

Once, the Alshich gave a Shiur about Bitachon, trust in Hashem, and that Hashem takes care of 

everyone, despite the amount of effort he puts in. In attendance at the Shiur was a man whose 

profession was to form clay into bricks, and cart them off to sell at various locations. After hearing the 

words of the Alshich he said to himself, “Am I crazy? If all my efforts are for nothing and in fact may 

be inappropriate, why do I work so hard? Since all the work I do is only for sustenance that Hashem is 

providing for me, and it was decreed for me by Heaven, why must I toil so much and tire myself 

forming clay and carrying bricks? Is not all my work for nothing? If I have Bitachon in Hashem, then 

without a doubt Hashem will send Parnasah to me automatically, even if I don’t work!” So he sat 

down next to his stove, and started saying Tehilim. When his wife and children saw what he was doing, 

his wife demanded that he take his cart and get back to work. However, he rebuked them and said, 

“Chas V’Shalom! I heard directly from the Alshich that if a person trusts Hashem, his Parnasah will 

come to him even without putting in any effort. You too, my children, should follow my example, and 

our Parnasah will come to us automatically!” and he continued to say Tehilim. The man eventually 

sold his cart and donkey to a non-Jew. One day, while this non-Jew was out with the donkey and cart 

digging clay near a mountain, he found a buried treasure. He filled the treasure up in sacks and placed 

them on the cart. Suddenly, as he was about to leave, a large rock fell off the top of the mountainside, 

struck him, and killed him. The donkey started walking away, and out of habit, returned to its original 

owner, pulling the cart filled with gold and jewels! When the man and his family saw the riches, his 

children admitted that their salvation came through their father’s Bitachon! When this story became 

known to the Alshich, his students asked him, “We have studied under you for a long time and have 

worked hard to achieve Bitachon, yet, we have not been successful. This man, however, has heard you 

give a Shiur only once, sat down by his stove, and got a treasure! Why is it that we haven’t gotten rich 

also?” The Alshich responded, “I will give you an analogy. There is a difference between pounding a 

peg into hard ground, where the peg will stand firm, and driving a peg into loose, crumbling soil, in 

which the peg will shake and will not stand firm. What that man heard from me he took as a solid fact, 

without any doubts or anxiety. However, that is not so with you. Since you have to consider what I 

teach whether it is true or not, you are like the loose soil, and your Bitachon is flimsy. You must pound 

the peg so deeply down into the ground that it reaches a bedrock that cannot be weakened by doubt. 

Only then will the peg stand firm!” (Madreigas HaAdam, Darchei HaBitachon 5) 
 

Rav Chaim Palagi, zt”l, taught that when we Daven we are speaking to Hashem, and 

when we learn Torah, Hashem is speaking to us. If one doesn’t study Torah, Hashem says, 

“Just as you don’t want to listen to Me when I talk, I won’t listen to you when you talk.” 

However, when one studies Torah, Hashem says, “Since you listen to Me when I speak, I will 

listen to you as well, and answer your Tefilos!” Therefore, learning Torah is a great Segulah 

for one’s Tefilos to be answered!  
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