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Now You Know 
During the month of Elul and through 

the holidays of Tishri, we recite Psalm 
27, L’Dovid HaShem Ori V’Yishi. 

There are numerous references to the 

holidays, but this chapter of Tehillim 
also conveys a very significant message 

for Elul and all year round. 

In it, King Dovid says, “I ask one thing 
from HaShem; it’s something I truly 

seek.” What is this thing? 

“To dwell in the house of HaShem all the 

days of my life, to see the pleasantness 
of G-d, and to visit His Sanctuary.” 

The famous question is that if Dovid is 

dwelling in the “house of HaShem” all 
the days of his life, how can he “visit” 

the sanctuary? He’s already there! 

The standard answer is that Dovid 
realized that one can become 

accustomed to things and was asking 
that even though he would be dwelling 

in the Temple (at least being there 
frequently) he wanted to appreciate it 

like one who sees it rarely, and is still 
awed by it.  

(There are those who live in Israel today 
yet will not visit the Kotel HaMaaravi 
often for fear of losing this reverence.) 

We can also answer, though, that when 

Dovid said he wanted to dwell in 
HaShem’s house every day, he did not 

refer to the Temple. 

He meant that wherever he was, he 

wanted G-d to be close to him, living 
with him constantly, so every place was 

“his home.” Then, Dovid HaMelech 
could also visit the Temple on occasion 

and bask in its glory and holiness. 

Thought of the week: 

Life is full of give and take. 
Give thanks, and take 
nothing for granted. 

(B:WK OYRBD) „...ANUB TMsW VL ITN VYQLA ÂH RwA ...HMDAH YRP LK TYwARM TXQLW‰  
“And you shall take from the first fruits of the land… HaShem gave you, and 
place them into a basket...”(Devarim 26:2) 

The concept of Bikkurim is one that should make sense to most of us. When you are 
the beneficiary of good, you express gratitude. Therefore, for a farmer to bring the first 
fruits of his crop to the Bais HaMikdash would not be so unusual.  

What IS unusual is how many requirements there are for this seemingly obvious ritual. 
There are no less than seven specific requirements for this process, including a special 
place, a special pronouncement, a special offering and more. One requirement is that 
the fruits be brought in a vessel, which the verse seems to suggest must be a basket. 

There is much discussion in the Gemara about the baskets that were used and how 
poor people used wicker baskets while wealthy people used baskets of gold and silver. 
Our focus today will be on the fact that it was a basket as opposed to a different vessel. 

The Ibn Ezra makes two comments on this. First, he says the basket was like a 
breadbasket. Secondly, he says this mitzvah was incumbent on those who were close 
to the place of the Bais HaMikdash. Presumably, those who lived farther away would 
use something sturdier or more protective like a crate. While the halacha is that the 
Bikkurim offering would be brought in a basket by everyone, there is a lesson to be 
learned from these comments. 

The Ibn Ezra says it resembled a breadbasket. This was the basket one would have on 
his table from which everyone would eat bread. What is the significance of this as part 
of the Bikkurim offering? Of course, before we eat we express our gratitude to 
HaShem, so it would make sense to reference our consumption of the food. But there’s 
more. 

The breadbasket symbolizes everyday benefit. It’s normal to have a breadbasket on 
the table, and it should be just as normal to be thinking of HaShem’s beneficence. 
Appreciating that everything we have comes from G-d is not something that should be 
done once in a while when we visit the Bais HaMikdash, but all the time, wherever we 
are. 

That’s why this was incumbent on those who were near the holy site. That which is 
familiar is forgotten or taken for granted. Those who passed the holy Temple each day 
could lose their awe for it. Therefore, the Bikkurim were brought in a common vessel to 
remind them of the holiness in even “ordinary” things. 

As a further lesson, it teaches us that when you bring awareness of HaShem into your 
everyday life, you’re closer to the place of His holiness because He is always with you. 

While driving to a busy mall, Meir and Dovi schmoozed and discussed all sorts of things. 
As they approached, Meir uttered a little prayer. “Please, HaShem, let us find a good 
parking spot close to the door.” 

Amused, Dovi said, “Meir, no offense, but I hope G-d has more important things to do than 
give you a parking space.” “Nope,” replied Meir, “He doesn’t. He does everything.” He then 
added, “Please, HaShem, show Dovi that it’s true.” 

As he finished, a car pulled out of the space next to the entrance, and Meir pulled into the 
close spot he’d asked for, just where G-d wanted him. 
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Grabie DDDD‰YH‰YH‰YH‰YH    
Who were killed in Zdunska Vola, 

Poland by the Nazis W‰wYW‰wYW‰wYW‰wY    ----    LWLA LWLA LWLA LWLA ÂÂÂÂKKKK    UYYCRAYUYYCRAYUYYCRAYUYYCRAY 

By their grandchildren who take revenge 

on the murderers every day by living as 

Torah Jews. 

Where is G-d? Wherever 

you let Him in. 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

 

- (Based on a true story; names have been 
changed to protect the bitachon-deficient.) ☺ 


