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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Parashas Matos-Masei (in Chutz La’Aretz) 5776 

Merit for the Masses  

There is a very important topic known as “Zikuy 

Ha’Rabim,” loosely translated as enabling the public to have 

merits. A person can obviously do Chesed for others by 

helping them physically and emotionally. Similarly, he can 

help them have a portion in Gan Eden by enabling them to do 

Mitzvos, have good Middos, and obtain Yiras Shamayim. 

This is a greater Chesed than helping a person physically or 

emotionally, as helping him spiritually helps him in the next 

world for all eternity, while the effect of helping a person in 

this world is temporary.                         

This spiritual help for the masses is not only when a person 

delivers a Mussar or Torah lecture to a large crowd. It is also 

when a person teaches Alef-Beis to a young child. This will 

teach him to read for the rest of his life! All of the Torah and 

Tefilos that this child will learn are enabled by the person 

who teaches him the Alef-Beis. It is even possible to have 

these merits in a nursery for small children! When a person 

sings “Torah Tzivah Lanu Moshe” and other songs of 

Pesukim and Yiras Shamayim to the children in their 

playgroup, they are planting in these young children an 

affinity for Torah and Yiras Shamayim.                     

                   The Merit of Zevulun 
There is another type of enabling merit, which is known as 

“Zevulun supporting Yissachar.” This is named after the well 

known agreement between the Shevet of Zevulun, who were 

primarily merchants and sailors, and the Shevet of Yissachar, 

who were primarily Torah scholars. Zevulun vowed to 

support Yissachar, and they therefore shared equally in the 

merit of Yissachar’s Torah learning.     

In this world, however, Yissachar has the better deal. There 

is a famous story said regarding a rich person who remarked 

to R’ Aharon Kotler zt”l that they will be the same in Olam 

Haba, just like Yissachar and Zevulun. If so, he said, why not 

be content to be a Zevulun? Why should he bother learning? 

R’ Aharon famously replied, “What about your Olam 

Hazeh?” In other words, only a person learning Torah can 

indeed have a great portion in this world. This is why the 

Mishnah in Pirkei Avos states that in order to acquire Torah 

one must, “Eat bread with salt, drink a measure of water, 

sleep on the floor…and if you do so, you will be happy in this 

world, and it will be good for you in the next world.” The 

obvious question is, how is this considered good and 

enjoyable? The answer is that when a person is immersed in 

Torah, these things do not bother him at all. He is content that 

he is doing the right thing by serving Hashem and enjoying 

his Torah. This enjoyment is primarily found by those who 

learn Torah. 

However, it is clear that a person who is a Zevulun will 

have a happier life than a person who does not support Torah. 

Since he is enabling Yissachar to have a happy and enjoyable 

life, he too will clearly be blessed with an above-average 

enjoyment in his spirituality, making his life in general more 

enjoyable. [This will be enhanced even more, if he makes sure 

to learn some Torah himself, and not neglect learning Torah 

when he has the opportunity.]   

Olam Haba is tremendously enjoyable. It is possible that 

while there is constant spiritual pleasure in Olam Haba, only 

those who learned Torah will revel in the spiritual learning of 

Torah done in the Yeshivah Shel Malah. What about 

Zevulun? Does he merely receive spiritual pleasure, or does 

he also learn Torah and know Torah like his counterpart 

Yissachar?              

       A Son Gives Merit to his Father   

We can answer this question with a story. There was once 

a person who did not merit learning Gemara. He got married, 

had a child, and died soon after, never having learned Gemara 
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in his life. His child was sent to a religious school where they 

indeed were learning Gemara. One day, the son had a difficult 

test in Gemara. He complained to his mother that he did not 

have anyone who could help him study. He went to sleep in 

tears of frustration.       

His father appeared to him that night in a dream, and 

taught him the Gemara! Even though the father never learned 

Gemara, the Gemara in Sanhedrin (104a) says, “a son gives 

merit to his father.” Since his son was learning Gemara, the 

father was also elevated to be able to learn Gemara in the 

Yeshivah Shel Malah.   

We see from here that when a child learns, his father not 

only receives spiritual pleasure, but also is considered to have 

learned the same Torah that his son learned. Moreover, the 

father did not just learn this in Heaven, but was given 

permission to reveal the explanation of the Gemara to his son! 

Many souls would like to say things to their relatives, but they 

do not receive permission to do so. It seems that a son who 

learns Torah can enable his deceased father to be able to give 

a message to his son.                  

Finally, we also see that the son learning Gemara enabled 

the father to learn this same piece of Gemara with a greater 

understanding than that reached by his son! To summarize, 

we see three levels achieved by a person who learns Gemara. 

It can enable their deceased father to learn in the Yeshivah 

Shel Malah, transmit messages to his relatives after death, and 

obtain a higher level of understanding in this Gemara than his 

son! This is the great power of a son giving merit to his 

father!   

Similarly, if a person supports a Talmid Chacham and 

enables him to learn, he not only receives reward in Olam 

Haba for allowing him to learn, but he also merits 

understanding in Olam Haba the same Torah that was learned 

by the Talmid Chacham he supported.  

The Chafetz Chaim writes in Shem Olam (ch.15), “If a 

person supports Torah, he will merit that in Olam Haba, 

Hashem will enhance his wisdom so that he will merit to sit in 

the Yeshivah Shel Malah. This is as the Gemara in Pesachim 

(53b) explicitly states that whoever supports Talmidei 

Chachamim, will merit sitting in the Yeshivah Shel Malah.  

A certain Rosh Yeshivah who was very sick, told me that 

when he was fundraising outside of Eretz Yisrael, he would 

go fundraising even though he was very ill. Some wealthy 

Jews who were quite removed from Judaism, and were not 

very fond of Torah study, saw him in his difficult state, and 

donated money to the Yeshivah more out of pity, than out of 

anything else. Eventually, these Jews obtained a love for 

Torah, which this Rosh Yeshivah believes is directly related 

to the fact that they supported Torah study. Once they 

supported Torah, Hashem rewarded them that they should 

appreciate Torah. The next time he came to their country, 

those people donated out of love for Torah.                 

        Everyone Has an Influence 
There are many well known examples of people who bring 

merit to the masses, such as people who give Shiurim or 

support Torah financially. However, the average person who 

does not do these things, can also have a tremendous impact 

on the lives of the people he meets.    

If a person is a holy person, he radiates holiness. Even 

irreligious people who live in his surroundings will act 

differently than irreligious people who do not live near holy 

people.     

When people see others who act in a refined manner and 

exhibit good Middos, they become a role model for these 

behaviors. They have a tremendous influence on those who 

come in contact with them, and teach others to have good 

Middos and Yiras Shamayim. Unfortunately, the opposite is 

also true. If a person comes in contact with evildoers, he may 

be negatively influenced to have bad Middos.                                 

       What Do They Say About Him?       
The Gemara in Yoma (86a) states, “And you will love 

Hashem your G-d;” teaches us that Hashem’s name should 

become loved through you. In other words, a person should 

learn Torah and serve Torah scholars, deal honestly in 

business, and talk pleasantly with others. He should treat 

people nicely and honor them, and not hurt their feelings. 

People who see a person like this will come to love Hashem, 

as he sees that a servant of Hashem is someone who has found 

the proper way to live. People will praise Hashem, Who gave 

the Torah that is the basis for his pleasant actions.             
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I know a particular Magid Shiur who says a Bekius Shiur 

in the afternoon in a Yeshivah Ketanah (high school for 

boys). This is usually a challenging Shiur to give. However, 

the boys listen very attentively to his Shiur. When I asked him 

for the key to his success, he said that he thinks it is because 

he is very careful not insult any of the boys, even in the 

slightest manner. Since he is very careful about their honor, 

they honor him with their undivided attention.          

A person like this who teaches Torah, is someone who 

people say about him, “Praised is this man! Praised is his 

father who raised him to learn Torah! Praised are his teachers 

who taught him Torah!” He ends up causing a tremendous 

Kiddush Hashem.   

However, the opposite is true if someone learns Torah, but 

is dishonest in business, or is very unpleasant towards others. 

People rue the people who raised him, and there is 

unfortunately a great deal of Chilul Hashem that can result 

from such a person. They even blame the Torah that he 

learned for his bad behavior, even though it is obviously not 

the fault of the Torah that this person turned his Torah into a 

“Sam Ha’Maves” – “a poison of death.” [This is as the 

Gemara in Berachos states, that a person who learns Torah 

can make it into an elixir of life or a poison.]           

          Loving and Honoring People  
One of the forty eight ways to acquire Torah, is to love 

people. A person who loves people, and cannot cause them 

pain, will merit success in Torah.       

However, a person who not only loves and does not cause 

pain to others, but in addition also honors everyone he meets, 

is on an even higher spiritual level. This is as the Mishnah in 

Avos (4:1) states, “Who is honored? One who honors others.” 

I have known people who had good Middos and always 

honored everyone they met, and indeed they were honored by 

all.             

I know a certain Rav who was honored by everyone he 

met. He once wrote a letter on behalf of Yeshivah students 

(that people should assist them to receive proper clothing for 

Yom Tov). The representative of this cause went to a clothing 

store, and showed them the letter. This person was so well 

respected, the owner of the store said, “Tell me how much of 

a discount you want, and you will receive it.” The 

representative asked for a fifty percent discount (for clothing 

for these Yeshivah boys), and he received it. This was not 

because this storeowner was scared of this Rav, but rather 

because this Rav was so respected, people wanted to do what 

he wished. This was because this Rav honored others, and 

would help others when they came to him for help. He would 

write letters of recommendation, and do anything else he 

could think of that would advance and help others. This is 

why he was so beloved and honored by the public.            

       Keeping a Distance From Honor       
A person should try to distance himself from honor. In a 

certain sense, this is against human nature. People enjoy 

honor, and enjoy the warm feeling they receive when people 

look up to them for their accomplishments. However, a 

person will be more likely to become great if he runs from 

honor. This is as the Gemara in Eruvin (13b) states, “Whoever 

runs from greatness, greatness runs after him.”       

There are times when a person is not allowed to run from 

honor. For example, the Gemara in Sanhedrin (7b) explains 

that Rav was the Gadol Ha’Dor, and whenever people would 

see him, they would congregate around him and honor him. 

By doing so, they receive a great merit of honoring Torah. In 

this situation, Rav needed to allow them to honor him. The 

Gemara relates that Rav therefore worked on himself, that this 

honor should not cause him to become haughty. He would 

quietly say Pesukim that discuss humility while they were 

honoring him, so he should remember to stay humble. 

Especially when a person has a reason to feel that he is 

superior to others, he must reinforce through Mussar, the clear 

understanding that he must not become haughty in any way.  

The Gemara (ibid.) relates how people used to carry Mar 

Zutra Chasida on a chair. [I once saw a great person lifted up 

and carried on a chair in order to honor him.] Mar Zutra did 

not deem it appropriate to stop this behavior for the same 

reason that Rav did not stop the masses who honored him, as 

this gave the masses merit for honoring Torah scholars. 

However, he too would say Pesukim that discuss humility 

while they were honoring him, in order to stay humble and 

retain his good Middos. 
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The same applies on a lesser scale to any Rav. It is 

customary that Rabbanim receive the Aliyah of Shelishi, sit in 

the front of the shul, and receive other honors. They must take 

these honors, as this gives their congregants the Mitzvah of 

honoring Torah scholars. However, like the great Amoraim 

mentioned above, they should say to themselves words of 

Mussar and humility to remind themselves not to become 

haughty. 

If it is suggested that they receive an honor that they do not 

have to have, and there will still be honor for Torah, they 

should try to avoid it. As long as there will not be a disgrace 

to Torah by them avoiding this honor, they should avoid any 

unnecessary honor. However, it is not easy to avoid honor 

once a person is accustomed to receiving it.  

I have previously mentioned that a certain Rav of a 

congregation approached Rav Yisrael Salanter, and said that 

he is planning on moving to Eretz Yisrael. Rav Yisrael told 

him that he first must do a test to see if he is ready to move. 

This test involved not receiving Shelishi, sitting in the back of 

the shul, and not receiving any honors whatsoever for six 

months. Rav Yisrael explained that since there are many great 

Torah scholars in Eretz Yisrael, this is what he will have to 

endure when he moves there. He should therefore first test 

himself and see if he can live without the normal honors he 

has grown accustomed to receiving. If after six months he 

feels fine with not receiving honor, he can move.                    

               Levels of Humility              

The Gemara in Chulin (89a) states that Avraham, David, 

and Moshe each stated how they were relatively nothing. 

Avraham said that he is, “earth and ashes.” Moshe said, “And 

what are we?” David said, “I am a worm, and not a person.” 

The Gemara notes that Moshe’s humility was the greatest of 

them all, as he did not even compare himself to earth or a 

worm, but rather to nothing.  

We have previously explained that in Shemonah Esreh we 

ask, “And let my soul be like earth to all.” We do not ask that 

we should be like nothing, as was the high level of Moshe 

Rabeinu, as this is impossible for a person to say seriously. 

While it is possible for a person to become as humble as 

Avraham Avinu (improbable, but possible), it is impossible 

for a person to genuinely feel like nothing. Since the Torah 

testifies that Moshe Rabeinu was the most humble human 

being to ever walk the face of the earth, this is not within our 

reach. 

However, we should strive to be like Avraham Avinu. This 

is as the Tana Dvei Eliyahu (ch. 25) states, that a person 

should always say, “When will my actions be on the level of 

the actions of Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov?”   

For some people, it is not difficult to run away from honor. 

However, for those who find it difficult, may Hashem give 

them Siyata Dishmaya to run away from honor!   

           
            (This discourse was delivered in Tamuz 5776.) 
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