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The Story of the Moral 

A well-to-do fellow once complained to his Rebbe, R’ Yoel Teitelbaum z”l, the Satmar Rav.  
“It seems like people come to collect money from me constantly.  There is a never-ending 
stream of meshulachim at my door, asking for donations.  It’s very difficult; I have my own 
family to worry about.  What should I do?” 

The Satmar Rav looked at the man with a soft smile.  “You should continue to give.  And my 
blessing to you is that you should always remain on THAT side of the door.” 

Hmmm… 

In this week’s Parsha, we find, among many other laws, guidelines for a lender.  If he takes 
a person’s only cloak or blanket as collateral on the loan (the original security blanket!) he 
must return the shirt by day so the borrower can go to work and his blanket at night for 
what else should he sleep with if you don’t return it? 

HaShem says that if you don’t do it, and the fellows cries out, “I will listen to him for I am 
compassionate.”  Why does HaShem only listen when the man cries out?  If he’s being 
mistreated shouldn’t HaShem intervene even without that? 

The Moral 

The Sforno, one of the classic commentaries 
on the Chumash, teaches us a startling insight 
which we would all do well to remember.   

He says the man isn’t crying out because he 
was wronged.  The lender was kind to offer 
him a loan (no interest of course) and it 
makes sense to take his garment for 
collateral.   

Rather, he explains, the man cries out to 
HaShem asking why he has to suffer such 
poverty.  At that point, watch out!  HaShem 
says, “When he cries out to Me, I will take 
away the extra money I had given you to help 
him and find another way to give it to him for 
I am compassionate even if you are not!” 

The moral of the story, then, is that when we give to the poor, it’s not our money we give 
them but the money HaShem gave us to help His children.  If we fail to take care of them 
because we’re afraid of losing it, that’s exactly what may happen.  
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Now You Know 
Parshas Mishpatim contains numerous laws and rulings.  We find two pesukim that seem 

interrelated, yet there is a third posuk, seemingly unrelated, placed between them.  

The first verse says that one who hits his father or mother shall be put to death.  The next 

one says that one who kidnaps another and sells him shall be put to death. Then, the 

following posuk reverts to the topic of parents, and says that one who curses his parents 

shall be put to death.   

Why is the posuk about kidnapping inserted here, interpolated 

between these two references to parents? 

R’ Shimon Schwab z”l gives an insightful explanation and 

lesson on parenting.   

One who hits his parents is to die.  But parents, be aware that 

if you treat your children as captives, stifling them and 

dousing their youthful aspirations and dreams, you are setting 

yourself and your children up for a rebellion, where they will 

come to hate you and curse you. 

Instead, we must give our children the chance to spread their 

wings and take flight.   

Do not restrain them -- guide them. 

No, this is not a political message.  Well, it is, but one that 
long-preceded Democrats and Republicans, and even 
Whigs! 

One of the mitzvos in this week’s Parsha is that when you 
see your enemy’s animal buckling under the weight of its 
burden, you must help him unload it. 

R’ Shlomo Ephraim Luntschitz, in his sefer “Kli Yakar” 
(pub. 1602) writes: “This is to say that it only applies when 
he wants to work alongside you and lift the burden with 
you.  Only then are you obligated to assist him. 

However, if he wishes to sit back and say, ‘it is your 
obligation to do on your own,’ that is when the Torah 

refers to, “and you shall restrain yourself from helping him.” 

This is the answer to those poor people from our nation who dump themselves on the 
community and don’t want to work even if they could do some job or other endeavor to 
help break the hunger of their homes, and they clamor and yell if we do not provide for all 
their needs. 

This is the answer because HaShem commands us to help “with” him, meaning that the 
pauper is doing everything in his power to survive.  If, despite this, he is unable to make 
ends meet, then it is incumbent on every Jew to help and support him, even a hundred 
times.” 

Everything old is new again.  Let’s remember the lesson of the Torah and do our share. 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 


