
POINTS OF LIGHT
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

An Israeli talmid chacham once accidentally struck 
a parked car while driving. He left his contact 
information on the windshield with a note offering 
to pay for the repairs. Several hours later, someone 
knocked at his door. He opened it and was startled by 
a camera flash. The visitor—a stranger, obviously an 
irreligious Jew—had snapped a picture of him.
“I'm the owner of the car you hit,” the man said. “I 
was so shocked by the note that I just had to come 
take a photo of you. You must be the only person in 
the world who would leave a note for something you 
could have gotten away with!”
The Michtav Me'Eliyahu asks: if the Jews of the past 
were unable to create the kavod shamayim necessary 
to bring about the geulah, how can we hope to do 
so? He explains that since the world has grown so 
dark, and society has experienced such a massive 
decline, tiny amounts of light can shine that much 
brighter. As the world’s moral fiber crumbles, our 
opportunities for kiddush Hashem become greater.
Not long ago, a frum Jew named Isaac Theil became a 
momentary celebrity thanks to a small, simple act: as 
he rode home on the subway, the man sitting next to 
him fell asleep, leaning his head on Theil’s shoulder. 
Rather than wake his slumbering seatmate, Theil sat 
quietly and allowed the man to continue sleeping. 
A fellow passenger snapped a picture, which was 
shared on social media over a million times.
You don't have to be a Torah giant or extraordinary 
person to make a kiddush Hashem. In a time of such 
spiritual darkness, let's do our best to create as many 
points of light as we can, as small as they may be.  

TO DESTROY AND REBUILD
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

The word shicheis denotes ruin and corruption. A mashchis is one who 
obstructs progress, who turns success into failure. The word shachas, pit, 
comes from the same root. One who digs such a pit does not intend it for 
good, for storage—rather, his intention is to place an obstacle in someone’s 
path and stop him from reaching his destination. This is why the expression 
shicheis is usually connected to the word derech. Hashcheis typically means 
to be stopped, or to fall on the way. Hashchis derech assumes that a path in 
life leads to moral welfare, with hashchasa a pit dug in that path.

One symptom of the moral decay of Noach’s generation was chamas, theft 
that cannot be recovered through legal proceedings. One who perpetrates 
chamas cannot be penalized by a human court, but if committed over and 
over again, chamas gradually leads to the ruin of one’s fellow man. The pasuk 
says “The earth was corrupt before the face of G-d, and the earth was filled 
with wrongdoing.” In the destruction, moral corruption came first—sins that 
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The second section of Shema is Vehaya Im Shamoa, which Chazal 
call kabbalas ol mitzvos. When we say this parsha, we should 
focus on the idea that the only way to serve Hashem and be loyal 
to Him is by observing His mitzvos. There is no substitute.

However, Rachmana liba ba’i. What Hashem wants most from us 
is not just that we go through the motions of His mitzvos, but that 
we make Him a permanent fixture of our souls. Doing mitzvos 
is part and parcel of developing a deep, real and meaningful 
relationship with Hashem.  
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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civic society is not concerned with. People think 
that even if the young are immoral and married 
life has deteriorated, commerce can still thrive 
and business can proceed. But once the world is 
corrupt before G-d, no law or institution will be 
able to save society from itself.

The world will never be full of gezel, outright 
robbery, for society has penal codes and prison 
terms to protect itself from such crimes. But 
chamas, wrongdoing facilitated by cunning, 
destroys a society. There is no protection 
against chamas if the thief's conscience does 
not bother him. Moral corruption destroys the 
conscience, and with it, the welfare of society.

When Hashem tells Noach “the end of all flesh 
has come before me,” it could mean “man has 
sunk so low that I am forced to put an end to 
them.” A more likely interpretation, however, 
would be, “if I do not intervene, the end will 
come of its own accord—i.e., the end of all flesh 
has already come before me.” The automatic 
consequence of hishchis kol basar es darko was 
that the keitz came upon them. Had G-d not 
stepped in, even Noach would have been lost.

This would also explain the use of the word 
“mipneihem.” Mipnei always means to draw 
back out of fear or submission. Accordingly, we 
should interpret: the end of all flesh has come 
before Me. If its present state of affairs were 
to continue, mankind would have no future, 
for mipneihem, in fear of them, the earth is 
already full of chamas. The earth is concealing 
its bounty from man, lest that bounty be used to 
support immorality, robbery and murder.

G-d says to Noach: In view of these 
circumstances, I am about to destroy them. 
Destruction is what they need. It is not 
annihilation, but destruction for the sake of 
salvation. 

WITH THE FLICK OF A SWITCH
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

The Sefer Hachinuch was written by an anonymous talmid chacham for his 
young son, whom he wanted to have an easy sefer to study with friends on 
Shabbos afternoons, instead of running around wild in the streets of Barcelona. 
The sefer lists all 613 mitzvos, details about each one, and the ideas behind them.

In mitzvah 16, the prohibition against breaking a bone of the korban Pesach, the 
Chinuch presents a theme that is repeated frequently throughout the rest of the 
sefer: a person is affected by everything he does, whether for good or bad. His 
external deeds penetrate his internal personality, and his character is changed.

When I was taught in Rav Simcha Wasserman's yeshiva in Los Angeles, a Jewish 
boy from Australia was visiting. He had met the daughter of a Conservative 
rabbi, and they wanted to get married. But the young man knew nothing about 
Yiddishkeit, not even the alef-beis, and the rabbi was embarrassed to have a son-
in-law who couldn’t even read Hebrew. He sent him to the yeshiva for tutoring.

Since the boy was from Australia and had nowhere to stay, he moved into the 
dormitory. The bachurim took him under their wing, getting him a pair of tefillin 
and tzitzis. He came to davening, learned how to bentch, and lived the life of a 
yeshiva student. Soon, he told his fiancée that he could not marry her because 
she wasn’t religious enough. “Give me a chance,” she said. “I'll get a tutor, too.”

She did. When they got married a few months letter, the couple the yeshiva 
made sheva brachos for was a committed, religious couple.

What happened? The young man had no agenda, other than learning Hebrew so 
he could marry a rabbi's daughter. How did they change so rapidly? The Sefer 
Hachinuch knew the answer years ago. Someone who is immersed in Torah and 
mitzvos will, even without meaning to, turn to a path of righteousness.

When I taught elementary school in Lakewood, the yeshiva was located in an 
old building. There was an innocent-looking light switch in my classroom that 
seemed not to work. My seven-year-old students delighted in flicking it up and 
down and seeing nothing happen. One day, the president of the yeshiva visited 
and asked the director: “The yeshiva is running a large deficit! Why are you 
leaving on the parking lot lights all day?” The switch in our classroom, as it 
turned out, controlled a set of gigantic 600-watt floodlights on the roof.

This story taught me a great lesson. Like children, we play blithely with 
switches, never seeing the consequences of our actions. Every mitzvah is a 
switch that has an effect in some way. It may teach us middos, or prepare our 
neshamos for Olam Haba—but even if we don't see immediate reactions, the 
switch has been flicked. The results will surely follow.  

SECOND NATURE

Why is so much money spent on the pharmaceutical industry?
Next time you go to the pharmacy, look behind the counter. The shelves are lined with 
bottled medicines designed to simulate processes that bodies are supposed to do on their 
own. Healthy people don't need medicine—their bodies regulate blood pressure, heartbeat, 
and insulin and glucose levels without their ever thinking about it. The artificial medications 
that accomplish these tasks, on the other hand, are developed over years, tested repeatedly 
by scientists and government agencies to make sure they do the job effectively and safely. A 
healthy human body does all this naturally, with no need for laboratory research.  

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition: Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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