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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS EMOR LAG BAOMER תשע"ז 

RABBE SHIMON BAR YOCHAI AND THE ADON OLAM 

On the passuk (Shmos 34 23)  'שלש פעמים בשנה יראה כל זכורך את פני האדון ה that three times 

during the year (Shlosh Regalim) all the males should appear before the Master Hashem, the 

Zohar comments that the 'פני האדון ה refers to Shimon Bar Yochai. A similar interpretation is 

found in the Yerushalmi Bikkurim 3,3). This interpretation begs an explanation. 

The sefer Shevet Miyisrael presents the following pshat. In Berachos 7b Rav Yochanan said in the 

name of Shimon Bar Yochai from the day that Hashem created the world there was no person 

who called Him Adon (master) until Avraham Avinu, as the passuk says (Bereishis 15,2)  ויאמר

 The Benei Yisschar explains this to mean that Avraham completely negated and  .אדנ"י אלקים

nullified his desires to that of Hashem’s. This is the depth of him calling Hashem Adon conveying 

that he is an eved (slave) to Hashem and that He owns all his actions and thoughts. They are all 

for one single purpose to serve Hashem’s will. 

The gemarrah in Shabbos 33b relates the story of why Rabbe Shimon was forced to run away 

and hide in a cave for 13 years. He made a statement opposing the Roman government and they 

found out about it and decreed upon him death. His statement was All the Roman achievements 

from which Yidden benefitted from were motivated solely from selfishness. His life was then in 

danger so he was forced to hide for that number of years.  

The Avnei Nezer asks what is the connection between fleeing from the Roman government and 

the compilation of the Zohar which was a result of his learning 13 years in this cave? He answers 

that Rav Shimon held of the opinion דבר שאין מתכוין מותר (Shabbos 22). That in the case of 

Hilchos Shabbos, if one does not intend to do a melachah even though it comes out as a 

melachah, he is free from responsibility for it having been done. For instance one may drag a 

chair over the ground even though he may inadvertently make a furrow fit for planting, because 

he does not intend to make a furrow. As the gemarah Pesachim 25 says Rav Shimon follows the 

intention of a person. This states that Rav Shimon holds that an action without an intention that 

precedes it is deemed like a body without a soul and considered insignificant. This opinion got 

Rav Shimon in trouble with the Roman government in the first place since he claimed they did 

not intend to service Yisrael but rather their own selfishness. 

Rav Shimon in the Zohar was very stringent on a person who performs mitzvos without the 

proper kavanah. The neshama of the mitzvah is fulfilling it with the intention to nullify one’s 

desires before Hashem’s. In other words, one fulfills a mitzvah by accepting Hashem as your 

Adon. We have a mitzvah to ascend to Yerushalyim to the Bais Hamikdash three times a year in 

order to appear before the Adon our Hashem. The neshamah of this mitzvah is to accept 

Hashem as your Adon and yourself as his object of ownership. The proof of such an 

interpretation of this mitzvah is borne from the fact that Chazal tell us (Chagigah 4) that slaves 

that are not freed are pardoned from this mitzvah because the passuk says that we must appear 
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before 'האדון ה the one master that we have Hashem. This excludes if we already have a human 

master. 

On this mitzvah the Zohar was bothered, How does a person acquire only one master for 

himself? How can he achieve such high deveikus in Hashem to make Him the only master of his 

personal actions and thoughts? To this the Zohar advises - Rabbe Shimon Bar Yochai. Through 

the learning of the Zohar, Rebbe Shimon’s sefer, one will be infused with the consciousness of 

fulfilling mitzvos with correct and proper intentions of nullifying one’s desires to his owner 

Hashem Yisbarach. It is through Rav Shimon’s Torah that can remove us from fulfilling mitzvos 

from rote and habit, without thought and preparation, without warmth and enthusiasm. As my 

Rebbi Rav Freifeld ztl would say over and over again, that one must strive his whole lifetime to 

make his head into a רשות היחיד and not a רשות הרבים a public domain.  

To continue with this thought I would like to bring the Targum on the passuk (Shmos 14,8)  ובני

 The sefarim write that here we find an .בריש גלי which is translated ישראל יוצאים ביד רמה

allusion to רבי שמעון בר יוחאי which is the acronym of  שברי  and the word גלי means the 

revealing of. What is the connection between Yetzias Mitzrayim and Rabbe Shimon Bar Yochai? 

According to our explanation above; the Makkos on the Egyptians were for the purpose to 

reveal Hashem as the sole Adon in the world (Shmos 9,14). Therefore Yetzias Mitzrayim was 

tantamount to the revelation of the sefer Zohar of Rabbe Shimon Bar Yochai as they both 

accomplished the same goal.   

There is a Lag Ba’omer minhag is Klal Yisrael to bring up a child to Meiron who is three years old 

and give him his first haircut by the Rashbi’s Kever. At three years old we also begin his Chinuch 

taking him to the Cheder for the first time. The Rebbe from Biyanne said that the reason why we 

start at three specifically is because Avraham recognized Hashem as the Adon at that age. Since 

his acceptance of Hashem as Master at age three, he inherited to Klal Yisrael this merit that at 

the age of three one can successfully begin teaching his son Torah and Mitzvos.  We mentioned 

above, that the sefer Zohar of Rebbe Shimon Bar Yochai helps one reach the recognition that 

Hashem is his Adon. It is therefore that we bring our three year olds to Meiron to the Kever of 

Rashbi so that these precious children should follow in the steps of Avraham Avinu and 

recognize Hashem as the Adon at a similar age. 

I read a sign recently that said THINK it is not yet outlawed. That’s plenty to think about. 

Gut Shabbos 

Rav Brazil   


