
 

 

 

 

 

True love toward other Jew… 
 

Weekly portion Behaalotecha describes the incident, which occurred between Miriam and Aharon, sister 

and brother of Moshe Rabbeinu.  Moshe’s wife, Tzipora, complained that he doesn’t live with her any 

more, and Miriam accused Moshe of being unfair to his wife before Aharon.  Instead of first asking Moshe 

to explain his behavior, they started judging him between themselves, “Miriam and Aharon spoke against 

Moses regarding the Cushite woman he had married” (Bamidbar 12:1).  G-d became angry with them and 

proved, that they were wrong.  Moshe had to constantly remain in the state of spiritual purity, because at 

any moment he could be summoned by G-d to receive prophesy.   For lashon hara, evil speech, Aaron and 

Miriam were punished, “The cloud departed from above the Tent, and behold, Miriam was afflicted with 

tzara'ath, [as white] as snow. Then Aaron turned to Miriam and behold, she was afflicted with tzara'ath” 

(Bamidbar 12:10). Miriam received tzaraas, spiritual leprosy, as a punishment.  But what was Aharon’s 

punishment? 

With the help of the following story we can try to understand the answer… 

A story is told about reb Itzchak Vorke, close friend of Kotzker Rebbe.  Reb Itzchak was a very righteous 

person and surpassed others in his love for the fellow Jew.  From far and near people streamed to his 

humble abode for support, help, and warmth. 

A month after the tzaddik’s passing, his son came to the Kotzker Rebbe.  He looked worried. 

--Rebbe, I don’t understand.  30 days since my righteous father’s passing are over, but he didn’t appear to 

me in the dream yet. 

--That is strange, - agreed Kotzker Rebbe.  Reb Itzchak’s son was a tzaddik in his own right, and 

communicating with souls of tzaddikim in the dream was a normal occurrence. –Something must have 

happened, that your father is not allowed in Gan Eden. 

Kotzker Rebbe closed his eyes, and his soul lifted up to Heaven in search of his friend.  He entered 

Heichalim, resting places for the tzaddikim of all generations, but reb Itzchak wasn’t there.   Angels told 

him that there is indeed a place set aside for him, and he was there, but no one knows where he is right 

now. 

Kotzker Rebbe started asking other angels, and after some time someone advised him to look behind the 

dark woods by the bitter sea.  Kotzker Rebbe hurried there, and saw his friend sitting next to the roaring 

sea. He was just sitting there, feet almost touching the water, and sadly watched how the waves beat 

mercilessly at the sand on the shore. 

--Itzchak, my friend, what are you doing here? – asked Kotzker Rebbe in great surprise. 

Without taking his eyes from the water, reb Itzchak answered quietly: 
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--Do you know what this sea is?  It is the sea of tears that Jews of all generations have shed during this 

horrible Golus, this endless Exile.  I will not leave this place until Merciful G-d has mercy on His children 

and delivers them from all their suffering, and dries up this bitter sea once and forever. 

This story serves as a powerful illustration of how strong the love for other Jews can be.  Reb Itzchak 

could have enjoyed his portion in Heaven.  However, he chose to give up his reward in order to hasten 

Redemption.  He preferred to remain next to the sea of tears of his brethren and to continue to feel for 

them, until there will be the end to their suffering. 

 

Suffering is the means of atonement for sin.  Bobover Rebbe explains that the reason why Aharon didn’t 

receive tzoraas was because of his strong love for others.  He felt their pain as if it was his own.  He only 

saw the suffering of his sister Miriam, and was filled with so much pain, as if he was afflicted himself.  

That’s why G-d didn’t think it was necessary to give him additional punishment. 

From here we see that strong love toward other Jews can save us from all bad. 

  

Short and sweet: 

Holy Reb Levi Yizchak was known of his special way to serve Hashem with joy.  

He would begin praying in one place, and then find himself in a different corner of the room after the 

prayer.  He didn’t realize that he was jumping from excitement simply from having the merit to pray to 

HaShem.   

We too should be mindful during prayer that we are children of HaShem, and that we have this gift of 

being able to pray any time we need.  This way we will be fulfilling the mitzvah of Veohavto es HaShem 

Elokeho, you shall love the L-rd, your G-d. 
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