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ויהי כאשר הקריב לבוא מצרימה, “ 12:11

ויאמר אל שרי אשתו הנה נא ידעתי כי אשה 

 ”יפת מראה את

“And it occurred, as he was about to enter 

Mitzrayim, he said to his wife, Sarai, ‘See now, 

I have known that you are a woman of 

beautiful appearance’.”  There was a famine in 

the Land of Kna’an, and Avrohom left with his 

wife, Sarah, (as well as with those who he 

brought to the recognition of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu) to the land of Mitzrayim, where there was 

no famine.  As Avrohom nears Mitzrayim, he 

tells Sarah, that behold, he recognizes that she 

is of beautiful appearance. Avrohom comes up 

with a plan to say that she is his sister, and 

not his wife, and by doing so they will not kill 

him.  It would appear that Avrohom was 

placing Sarah’s life in great danger by 

entering into Mitzrayim.  Due to her great 

beauty, the Mitzriyim would want to take her 

for a wife, something that was certainly not 

good for Sarah.  How could Avrohom make 

such decisions – decisions which appear to 

have terrible ramifications for Sarah?  

Perhaps it would have been better to return to 

the Land of the Kna’an, and be Mispalel that 

the famine should end?  The following Divrei 

Torah will expound on this topic, and support 

the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

י"רש   – Medrash – ”הנה נא ידעתי“ 12:11 – 

Until this time, Avrohom did not recognize 

Sarah’s beauty, as a result of both of them 

being exceedingly Tznuah, modest.  However, 

now, due to an incident, he recognized her 

beauty.  Others explain that in the natural 

order of the world, when one travels, it causes 

them to become unsightly.  However, despite 

the journey, she remained beautiful.  The 

simple P’shat in the Posuk is that although 

Avrohom was well aware of her beauty, they 

were coming to a point in time that they would 

need to be concerned about it.  They were 

going to be entering Mitzrayim, a place with 

dark skinned and unattractive people, and 

who are not accustomed to beautiful women.   

 Lech Lecha 5 – What – מדרש תנחומא 

caused Avrohom to notice the beauty of Sarah?  

When Avrohom and Sarah arrived at the Nile, 

Avrohom saw Sarah’s reflection in the water 

shining like the sun.   

הנה נא ידעתי כי אשה יפת “ 12:11 – יגל יעקב 

 ,Why did Avrohom need to say – ”מראה את

 he could have just said, “You are of – ”אשה“

beautiful appearance?”  The Kedushas Levi 

explains that regarding the Gashmiyos of the 

Avos Hakdoshim, it was like Odom Harishon, 

prior to the sin of the Eitz Hada’as.  The love 

between husband and wife was really a love 

between the person and their love for the 

Mitzvah, just as one has a love for the 

performance of Tefillin, Esrog, etc… It was not 

physical pleasure that they were seeking, 

rather it was only in order to fulfill the 

Mitzvah of פריה ורביה.  Until this point in time, 

Avrohom did not see Sarah as a beautiful 

person, rather he saw her as a means to fulfill 

a Mitzvah (The Avos and Imahos were on such 

a high level of Ruchniyos, that their Ruchniyos 

overpowered their Gashmiyos, and their sole 

purpose was to cater to their Ruchniyos).  

However, now, when he came close to 

Mitzrayim, a depraved place of much Zenus, it 

was then that Avrohom realized her physical 

beauty - not just as a way to perform a 

Mitzvah.   

“ 12:11 - חתם סופר  עתי כי אשה יפת הנה נא יד

 Kiddushin 41a – It is not – ”מראה את

permitted for one to marry until he sees the 

woman.  We know that Avrohom Avinu was 

Mekayeim the entire Torah, as it says in the 

end of Meseches Kiddushin, and he must have 

fulfilled this Chazal, and seen Sarah before he 

married her. Avrohom saw her before he 

married her, and did not look at any other 

women. For all he knew, they were all as 

beautiful as Sarah.  However, when he 

approached the land of Mitzrayim, he saw 

other women.  Being that Mitzrayim was a 

land of Zenus, they had the women wear all 
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sorts of jewelry and decorations, so that men 

would notice them.  It was then that Avrohom 

realized that Sarah was more beautiful than 

them, and was then concerned that the 

Mitzriyim would want her.   

הנה נא ידעתי כי אשה “ 12:11 - כתב סופר  

 We know that there are ways – ”יפת מראה את

to make people look unappealing, as we know 

in Parshas Devorim, when the Torah discusses 

women who are taken captive.  They shave off 

her hair, let her nails grow long, remove any 

nice clothing, etc…  By doing these things, the 

woman becomes repulsive in the eyes of men.  

When Avrohom first set out for Mitzrayim, he 

assumed that he would have Sarah wear 

clothing that was not attractive and do other 

things that would make her unsightly, and 

then there would be no need to fear the 

Mitzriyim wanting her.  However after 

Avrohom saw that despite their travelling, her 

beauty was not diminished at all, he began to 

fear that because she was so beautiful, even 

doing things that would generally help to 

make women unattractive, would not work for 

Sarah.   

הנה נא ידעתי כי אשה “ 12:11- חכמת התורה 

 Avrohom leaving Eretz Kna’an – ”יפת מראה את

to go to Mitzrayim was a sin, and he was 

punished for it by having Sarah taken by the 

Mitzriyim (Zohar 81b – and see Ramban).  

Until this point, Avrohom was on an exalted 

level of Ruchniyos; he was like Odom before 

the Chet, and did not know the difference 

between good and bad, as the Posuk says that 

Odom and Chava were unclothed, for they did 

not need clothes.  Avrohom did not discern 

between beautiful and not beautiful, for he 

was on an exalted level.  However, after he 

sinned by heading to Mitzrayim, he fell from 

his lofty level of Ruchniyos, and now 

differentiated between beautiful and not 

beautiful.  When Avrohom realized that he 

differentiated between beautiful and not – he 

realized that it was because he had fallen from 

his level of Ruchniyos, and would therefore not 

necessarily be protected by Hashem. While he 

was on his exalted level – he did not need to 

fear anything, for certainly Hashem would 

guard over him.  Now that he was not, he 

needed to take the proper measures to ensure 

his safety.  

הנה נא ידעתי כי אשה “ 12:11 - תפארת יהונתן 

 – ”יסכה זו שרה“– Megilah 14a – ”יפת מראה את

“Yiskah is Sarah.”  The reason that she was 

called, “יסכה” was because all were, “סוכין ביופיה” 

– “gazed at her beauty,” and because, “ סכה ברוח

 ”.she saw with Ruach Hakodesh“ – ”הקודש

These two are interconnected, for the light of 

the Shechina is what gave Sarah her beauty, 

for that light shone forth from her.  As the 

Gemara tells us that when Esther “donned” 

her Ruach Hakodesh, she was more beautiful 

than all of the other women.  Mitzrayim was a 

place of filth and Tumah, a place where the 

Shechina would not go.  When Avrohom and 

Sarah neared Mitzrayim, and Avrohom saw 

that despite the Shechina leaving Sarah, she 

was still beautiful, he realized that aside from 

her beauty coming from the Shechina, she 

herself was naturally beautiful.  As long as 

Avrohom thought that her beauty was all from 

the Shechina, he had no fear that any harm 

would come to her.  However, now that the 

Shechina left, and she was still beautiful, he 

had fear, for the Shechina was no longer there, 

and the Mitzriyim would want to take her.   

הנה נא ידעתי כי אשה “ 12:11 - אדרת אליהו 

 A woman can be beautiful – ”יפת מראה את

because she herself has an innate beauty, or 

she can look beautiful because of the jewelry, 

clothing, and cosmetics that she wears.  When 

one travels for days, that which they are 

wearing does not look so good anymore, and it 

is then that it is known if a woman is herself 

beautiful, or she is beautiful because of what 

she wears. Avrohom was travelling for days 

with Sarah, and saw that she was still as 

beautiful as when they were living in one 

place, at home. He then knew that Sarah’s 
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beauty was that she herself was beautiful, and 

not due to what she wore.  Avrohom told 

Sarah, that now he knows, “את” – “you” – that 

Sarah herself was beautiful, and it was not 

because of anything that she wore. 

הנה נא ידעתי כי אשה “ 12:11 - חכמת התורה 

 refers to a ”יפה תואר“ ,The term – ”יפת מראה את

person who is more beautiful than others. 

However, even if one has an exceedingly 

beautiful appearance, but many others also 

look beautiful like that person, then that 

person is not called, “יפה תואר.”  If there is a 

very poor person, who has a wife bedecked 

with jewelry and fancy clothing, people wonder 

how this poor and destitute person could have 

a wife such as she.  From where Avrohom was 

coming from, Eretz Kna’an, there were many 

beautiful women, and therefore Sarah was not 

called a “יפה תואר” – for her beauty was not 

apparent, being that there were so many 

others who were also beautiful.  When 

Avrohom came close to Mitzrayim, and saw 

that there were people who were very 

unattractive, it was then that Sarah would be 

called, “יפה תואר” – and her beauty would be of 

great importance.  This is what the Posuk is 

telling us that now Avrohom recognized her 

beauty.  

הנה נא ידעתי כי אשה יפת “ 12:11 - פני דוד 

 ,It says in the Sefer Drush Shmuel – ”מראה את

in the name of the Mahram Rikanti, that all 

the while that Avrohom knew that Sarah 

would not be able to have children, he was not 

with her.  At the moment that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu made it that Sarah would be able 

to have children, that was the first time that 

Avrohom was with her and she became 

pregnant.  Based on this we can understand 

the words of the Posuk that it was as Avrohom 

entered Mitzrayim that he realized that Sarah 

was beautiful, and how Avrohom was able to 

tell Sarah that she was his sister.  Avrohom 

did not look at her as a wife in the classical 

sense, for he was not really with her being 

that she was unable to have children. Now 

that Avrohom was entering Mitzrayim, he 

looked at Sarah and recognized that she was 

beautiful, which would pose a problem for her 

in Mitzrayim.  He told her to say that she was 

his sister, for that was the way they interacted 

– as brother and sister.   

הנה נא ידעתי כי אשה “ 12:11 - רבינו ניסים 

 Why did Avrohom only fear of – ”יפת מראה את

Sarah being taken now, when entering 

Mitzrayim, and not when he went to Kna’an?  

Avrohom went to Kna’an by the command of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  When one fulfills the 

command of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, there is no 

need to fear any harm befalling him.  It is only 

now, when Avrohom decided on his own to 

leave Kna’an because of the famine, that he 

feared what would happen there.   

הנה נא ידעתי כי אשה “ 12:11 - מדרש הבאור 

 The Posuk does not say that – ”יפת מראה את

Sarah was, “יפת תאר”, rather it says, “  תיפ

 ,is the image, the appearance ”תאר“  ”.מראה

which other see, while “מראה” is the what is 

inside, the truth of what is there.  The true 

beauty of Sarah was inside of her, for she was 

truly a righteous individual.   

הנה נא ידעתי כי אשה “ 12:11 - עוד יוסף חי 

 Why didn’t the Torah call – ”יפת מראה את

Sarah, “יפת תואר ויפת מראה” as Rochel and 

Yosef are called (Bereishis 29:17, 39:6), like 

the Gemara in Megilah 15a tells us that Sarah 

was from the four most beautiful women ever 

in the world? Why did Avrohom put Sarah into 

a position of great danger and say that she 

was his sister?  There was a story brought 

down in the Sefer Nachal Eshkol based on 

letters from Rebbe Yosef Yavetz.  Reuven and 

Shimon were on a boat headed to their 

homeland.  There was a great storm at sea 

that ripped apart their boat, and they were 

marooned onto land where it was forbidden to 

practice Judaism.  They were deathly ill, and 

had not eaten in days. A group of people 

happened to go near the shore, and found 
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them near death.  One family took Reuven to 

their home, and another family took Shimon.  

Each family nursed their person back to 

health by giving them nutritious foods and 

taking care of their needs.  Reuven and 

Shimon did not reveal they were Jewish, for if 

they would have, they would have been 

thrown into prison.  Being that they were 

deathly ill, they did not have a choice but to 

eat the non kosher food they were given. As 

Reuven was about to leave the home of his 

saviors and head back to his homeland, the 

head of the house told him: “I can tell that you 

are Jewish.  Have no fear, we too are Jewish 

and are in hiding.  Know that everything we 

fed you was all one hundred percent Kosher - 

to the highest standards of Kashrus.”  Reuven 

was so happy to hear that all that he had 

eaten was in fact kosher.  On the other hand, 

Shimon returned to his homeland distraught 

that he had eaten non kosher.  When Shimon 

returned to his homeland, he went to the 

Chochom and asked him why Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu made it that he would have to eat 

non kosher, while his friend Reuven was 

protected and was given only kosher?  The 

Chochom asked Shimon: “Tell me the truth, 

did you ever eat non kosher food willingly?”  

Shimon answered that many years ago he was 

playing by the river, and he saw non Jews 

eating bread, cheese and wine.  He had a great 

desire to have from that cheese and wine, and 

tasted a little of it, though he regretted it.  The 

Chochom responded, now you have your 

answer.  While you sinned willingly and ate 

non-kosher, your friend Reuven never in his 

life ate non kosher.  Therefore, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu performed a miracle for him so 

that he should only eat kosher, while for one 

who willingly ate non-kosher, Hashem does 

not make miracles to ensure that they eat only 

kosher food.  When Avrohom was entering 

Mitzrayim, he noticed that the people were all 

dark, and Sarah shone like the light of the 

sun.  He contemplated whether he should 

enter Mitzrayim and rely on a miracle, or 

return to Kna’an.  If Sarah was one who 

always acted with Tznius, and did not look at 

men, then certainly Hashem would protect 

her.  However, if Sarah did not always act like 

that, then he would not be able to rely on 

Hashem performing a miracle on her behalf 

and saving her.  Avrohom said, that after 

contemplating what to do, he realizes that 

Sarah is beautiful – he was not referring to 

her physical beauty, but to her beautiful eyes 

and heart, which were pure and righteous.  “ כי

 Now that Avrohom – ”אשה יפת מראה את

concluded that Sarah possessed a beautiful 

inside, he continued into Mitzrayim, for there 

was no doubt that Hakodosh Boruch Hu would 

miraculously save Sarah.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why it 

was only when Avrohom neared Mitzrayim 

that he realized Sarah was beautiful.  While 

Avrohom recognized her physical beauty, and 

knew that would cause a problem upon 

entering Mitzrayim, but more than that, he 

recognized her inner beauty.  He recognized 

that she was truly beautiful, as it says in 

Mishlei – “ ל היופישקר החן והב ” – one should not 

seek outward beauty, rather one should seek 

inner beauty.  The true beauty that shone 

forth from her was due to the Shechina being 

with her.  She also had an outward beauty, 

which Avrohom would have to deal with 

because Mitzrayim was a land of Tumah and 

Zenus. Avrohom made a calculation, and knew 

that because of Sarah’s righteousness, there 

was no concern at all that she would be in any 

danger.  It was with this knowledge, that 

Avrohom forged ahead and went into 

Mitzrayim.  There is a tremendous lesson to be 

learned here.  One must be true to himself, 

and then Hakodosh Boruch Hu will follow 

through on that.  One must serve Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu in a complete manner, and if done, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu will ensure that one 

remains on that track.  May we be Zoche to 

have true beauty – inner beauty.    


