
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                    Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
12. One should not gaze at a woman who is  

forbidden to him. 

Orach Yesharim comments that this Aveirah is considered a ‘death trap’, and must be 

avoided. It is related about the Chazon Ish, zt”l, that he was once asked how he managed to 

reach such great levels in Torah learning, and he responded that he merited to get where he was 

because he was strict with guarding his eyes, to make sure he only saw things of Kedushah. He 

added that even though there were people that were able to learn better than him, however, 

since those others were not careful with what they gazed at, they could not merit the Crown of 

Torah as he did, for only one who protects his eyes is able to merit attaining the inner workings 

and secrets of the Torah. In Yerushalayim there lived a great Tzaddik, Rav Zundel Salant, zt”l, 

who was a very holy man. With the power of his Kedushah, he was able to determine if a 

utensil had been immersed in a Mikvah or not, just by looking at it. Similarly, when asked how 

he merited to reach such lofty levels, he replied that it was in the Zechus of protecting his eyes, 

saying that if one guards his eyes, it is possible for him to merit all the highest levels in the 

world! 

Once, a certain young man who was learning in the Yeshivah of Rav Eliyahu Lopian, zt”l, 

wished to travel a long distance from the Yeshivah to attend a wedding, and he went to Rav 

Lopian to get permission. However, he was surprised that Rav Lopian did not look happy about 

this request. He said to the boy, “Aren’t you afraid that you will see something that is not 

appropriate that could damage your Ruchniyus?” The young man replied, “I have never found 

that seeing such things have any real effect on me.” Hearing this, Rav Lopian said, “May I have 

your mother’s name please?” The young man was confused, and asked his Rebbe why he was 

requesting this? Rav Eliyahu Lopian had a look of pity on his face and answered, “I am eighty 

years old and I can tell you with honesty and certainty that even when I walk a little in the street 

and I see something inappropriate, it affects me tremendously, yet you, a young man, feel no 

effect? It is obvious that you are sick and I need your mother’s name so I can Daven for your 

complete recovery!” 

)ד:ג( אם הכהן המשיח יחטא לאשמת העם  
If the anointed Kohen will sin, to the guilt of the people (4:3) 

The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 4b) states that R’ Yehoshua ben Levi said that Israel 
made the Golden Calf only in order to give encouragement to those repentant of sin… 
and the same idea is stated by R’ Shimon bar Yochai, that Dovid was not suited to 
perform that deed (Aveirah) and Israel was not suited to perform that deed (Aveirah). 
Rebbe Avraham, the brother of the Gra, expounds that this Gemara is based on this 
Posuk. "אם הכהן" – “If the Kohen”, that is, Aharon who made the Golden 
Calf, "המשיח" – “the anointed one”, that is, Dovid, the anointed one of 
Hashem, "יחטא" – “will sin”, that is, why did they do what they did? "לאשמת העם" – 
“to the guilt of the people”, in order to teach the way to repent for the masses and the 
individual. (Lehisaden B’Ahavascha) 
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 B’Kitzur       
The Gemara (Brachos 6b) says that Rav 

Chelbo taught in the name of Rav Huna that one 

should always be careful regarding the Tefilah of 

Minchah, because Eliyahu HaNavi was only 

answered by Minchah. The reason Minchah is 

considered so important is because when it comes to 

Shacharis, the time to Daven is well known— one 

should Daven as soon as he gets out of bed, even 

before he gets involved with his daily 

affairs. Similarly, Maariv is at a known time— as 

soon as one gets home and is free from his daily 

obligations, he should Daven Maariv. However, 

Minchah is in the middle of the day, while one is in 

the middle of whatever he is involved with, and he 

must turn his heart and mind away from that to 

focus and concentrate on Davening. Therefore, the 

reward for Tefilas Minchah is very great.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 69:1) 

 

The book of Vayikra begins, “Vayikra el Moshe”, “And He called to Moshe”. Rashi 

explains that any discussion and instruction was preceded by a calling, which is a form of 

affection learned from the Malachim. Rav Yechezkel Sarna offers an amazing 

observation: The mere fact of calling someone by their name is an expression of care. Just 

as the Malachim, when expressing this relationship, called their ‘neighbors’ by their 

names, so too, we must call each other by our names to further express and fulfill loving  

                                                   our fellow man. 

 

אלעזר בן שרה לרפואה שלימה:  

צביהמאיר אשר בן   

גיטל פייגא ב בןר' אהרן יהודה ליי  

באבא חיה רבקה חיים שאר ישוב בן רפאל  

 אהרן בן שרה רבקה

 בתוך שאר חולי ישראל



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
Rabbi Yechiel Spero relates the story of an 

eleven-year-old boy named Yitzchak, in Europe. 

He was an exceptional student, and he went out 

of his way to make his parents proud of him, 

which they certainly were. In the beginning of 

the twentieth century, most Jews did not have 

large bank accounts, if they had any at all. 

Those who could provide three meals a day 

were considered very fortunate. Clothing was 

different altogether. New garments were 

purchased only after the old garments could no 

longer be fixed anymore. Yom Tov was usually 

the time to purchase a new garment, however, it 

was not a simple process. Purchasing a dress, 

for instance, meant picking out the fabric, going 

to the seamstress a number of times for fittings, 

and then waiting until the garment was 

completed. Yitzchak was very excited that his 

mother was finally getting a new dress. It was 

supposed to be ready sometime before Pesach, 

and the whole family was looking forward. 

Their mother was so devoted to them, and now, 

she was finally getting something for herself. 

Since this was such a major event, she would 

not wear the new dress until Pesach. 

Meanwhile, Yitzchak was really starting to 

excel in his learning. He had recently been 

placed in an advanced Shiur and had completed 

Mesechta Bava Kamma, which was a very 

significant accomplishment for a young boy. 

Not wanting to bring attention to himself, he 

mentioned this to his mother only as an aside, 

and his mother was filled with pride. This is 

what mattered most in her life. When she 

expressed her enthusiasm about his 

accomplishment, Yitzchak simply said that there 

was so much more to be learned, that he had 

barely begun to scratch the surface. The next 

evening, when Yitzchak returned home from 

Yeshivah, he was very surprised when he 

entered his house. The table was set with their 

finest tablecloth, the dishes that were usually 

reserved for special occasions were out, candles 

were lit, and his mother was wearing her new 

dress! The young boy was shocked. He asked, 

“Why is the table set like this and the candles 

lit? And, why are you wearing your new dress? I 

thought you were waiting for Pesach?” His 

mother smiled and said, “Yes, I was saving the 

dress for Yom Tov, but yesterday you told me 

that you finished Mesechta Bava Kamma. What 

bigger Yom Tov is there than that? That is what I 

live for, and nothing is more important to me 

than my child’s Torah study. If you are making 

a Siyum, then it is a Yom Tov!” The young boy 

remembered these words his entire life, and he 

eventually grew up to become the distinguished 

Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivas Chaim Berlin,     

Rav Yitzchak Hutner, zt”l!  
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 בס"ד

There is an incident that occurred with the Bais HaLevi. It took place during an 

assembly of Rabbanim in Russia when they were gathered to discuss the pressing issues of 

the day. One of the free-thinking, wealthy, lay people posed a question, and asked the 

Rabbis to “ease the load of Mitzvos” on the people, arguing that many of the Mitzvos of the 

Torah were outdated. The Bais HaLevi stood up and responded to this contemptuous 

individual with a Mashal. “There was once a businessman who succeeded in only one thing, 

and that was amassing very large debts. He would purchase large amounts of merchandise 

on credit and could not pay his bills. Understandably, his reputation was not very good. One 

night, shortly after midnight, he knocked on the door of one of his biggest creditors, 

someone he owed 100,000 rubles to. He told the creditor that he was aware that he hadn’t 

made any payments in years, and he wanted to make an exact accounting of the debt. The 

creditor was not interested in meeting with this man at that time of the night, but the hope of 

collecting his debt motivated him to pull out his ledgers and go through the entire bill. They 

went over every detail and negotiated, until the debtor was able to adjust the debt to 50,000 

rubles. The creditor was very upset, but he realized that accepting half the amount owed to 

him was better than getting nothing at all, so he agreed to the compromise, expecting to 

receive a check immediately for the balance. We can only imagine his anger and disgust 

when the debtor wished him a good night and walked towards the door. The creditor 

exclaimed, “You are not paying me now?!” The debtor replied, “No, of course not. You 

know that I have no money.” The man asked, “Why then did you bother to go through the 

entire bill, leading me on that you were going to do something about it?” The debtor 

responded, “You don’t understand. Every time I borrowed money, I felt bad that I was 

taking someone else’s money, when I knew I would not be able to repay them. This feeling 

would lay like a stone on my heart, and I knew that I had to do something about it. That is 

why I came here tonight to go over the bills. True, I cannot pay you, but at least I feel better 

now. I no longer owe you 100,000 rubles, I only owe you 50,000, and this brings joy to my 

heart. You should feel better also, knowing that I don’t owe you as much money anymore!” 

The Bais HaLevi concluded, “You are asking to have less of an obligation to Hashem, yet, 

you do not want to strengthen your service to Him. Even if you only had the Aseres 

HaDibros to observe, you would try to find a way out of keeping them. For people like you, 

no compromise will ever be good. You seek one thing and one thing only, and that is to 

abolish the Torah! You have no desire to pay your debt, you only want to allow yourself to 

feel better. The Torah cannot be changed. It is perfect and complete. You would do yourself 

a great service if you would accept the Torah in its entirety, with devotion and self-

sacrifice— just as your ancestors have done, but you will never receive from us a 

compromised deal to diminish your holy debt to Hashem!” 
 

Rabbi Yehudah Trager once asked Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, zt”l, an interesting 

question: “It says in the Gemara (Bava Basra 25) that if one wishes to Daven for wealth, he 

should turn towards the north, and if one desires to Daven for wisdom, he should turn towards 

the south. However, the Gemara does not say when one should do this. When exactly does one 

apply this teaching of the Gemara?” Rav Shlomo Zalman explained, “When one wishes to 

Daven for wealth, in Shemoneh Esrei he should incline himself slightly to the north, while when 

one wishes to Daven for understanding and wisdom, he should position himself slightly to the 

south.” When the Bobover Rebbe would Daven Shemoneh Esrei, he would sway from right to 

left and then back to the right. When someone asked him why he always swayed in exactly this 

manner, he quoted this Gemara and said, “As you know, we Daven facing the east. Therefore, 

south is to my right and north is to my left. When I Daven I wish to draw down as much 

Brachah from Shamayim as I can, and this is why I sway from side to side during Shemoneh 

Esrei, so that I can lean toward both the north and south while still facing east!” 
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