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of this he turned to the king and presented his case that these accusers still 
wanted to do him harm, and he was now requesting from the king that he 
remove these attackers from him. When the king heard his situation, he 
immediately ordered him to come into his parlor as this was the safest place 
for him, as these protagonists had no permission to enter there. And so, the 
man listened to the king and entered into the parlor and since he was 
dwelling in the royal courtyard he automatically benefitted from the 
goodness of the palace, and when the accusers saw that the king himself was 
protecting this man they had nothing further to say on the matter. If they 
continued to argue that this man should be punished for whatever reason, 
we find that they are complaining against the conduct of the king, as 
according to their words the king is protecting someone not fit, and who 
wants to complain about the conduct of the king, as this carries a severe 
punishment, why would they want to complain against the king? 

 סתימת פי המקטרג 
Silencing the Accuser in the Merit of the Mitzvah of Succah 

All this stems from the mitzvah of Succah, for during the Aseres Yemei 
Teshuva [Ten Days of Repentance] the Children of Israel are judged and 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu loves judgment, therefore, the accusers are able to 
come and prosecute against them for all the times that they stumbled over 
the course of the year. However, on the other hand, there are many 
defenders that come to their defense stating that they truly have not sinned 
since the Children of Israel find themselves at such a low point and they have 
suffered many hardships, and because of this their minds are not settled. 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu accepts these arguments and He rules for the benefit of 
Israel, yet these accusers still attempt to attack Israel, and since this is so, 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu commands Israel to enter under His shade where these 
instigators cannot harm them, and when these accusers see that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu has brought Israel under His shade, their arguments are silenced 
for who can come and argue against HaKadosh Baruch Hu and how He 
conducts Himself? 

 קיום מצוה בלא עשיה כל שהוא

Fulfilling a Mitzvah Without Doing Much 
The entire focus of this mitzvah teaches about the love of Hashem Yisbarach 
for His children, and since this is so, this mitzvah is different from all other 
mitzvos, and as I have heard from my father, my teacher zt”l who once had 
the opportunity to speak to HaRosh Av Beis Din HaGaon Rebbe Dovid 
Jungreis zt”l on the topic of the virtue of this mitzvah. With much feeling of 
holiness R’ Dovid told him that this mitzvah is considered a gift from Heaven, 
for in order to fulfill it we need a certain amount of physical labor, however, 
the main dwelling between the walls of the succah rewards us with the 
mitzvah. We can enter the succah to take care of our needs, eating and 
drinking, and with this alone HaKadosh Baruch Hu has merited us with a 
mitzvah, and if one thinks about this, he will see that this is an amazing thing, 
for you have no other mitzvah in the Torah that when one fulfills it he has to 
do nothing, only this mitzvah has this aspect. These words are self-evident, 
for as we have stated this is the main focus of the succah, just to dwell in the 
shade of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and be protected from the accusers and just 
by remaining in the succah one has already fulfilled the purpose of the 
mitzvah. 

 

 טיב הפרשה
 מעלת מצוה הבאה מזמן לזמן

The Virtue of a Mitzvah That Comes from Time to Time 
It is brought in the name of the Ari HaKadosh that every mitzvah has 
attached to it an illumination of G-dliness, that through it, the person 
that fulfills it is able to get closer to his Creator and cling to Him. 
However, there is a distinction between a mitzvah that happens all the 
time and a mitzvah that comes along from time to time. For a mitzvah 
that is always performed, its illumination comes a drop at a time, that 
is, although the illumination emanates from Heaven, still, it only glows 
a small amount, and it is difficult for a person entrenched in the 
physical world to sense this illumination. However, a mitzvah that 
comes from time to time emits its illumination in a large amount and 
then it is in the category of ‘the Heavens opening its wellsprings’ and 
then every one of Israel is able to get closer to his Creator even if he is 
at a low level. 

 חביבות יתירה למצוה הבאה מזמן לזמן

An Extra Fondness for a Mitzvah that Comes Occasionally 
We see that Holy Israel recognizes the virtue of these mitzvos and when 
the time comes when they are obligated in the mitzvos that come 
occasionally they approach them with awe and compassion, and they 
are even prepared to spend a large amount of money to fulfill them, in 
order to fulfill them with great elegance. We can see how an ordinary 
person puts on Tefillin every day without admiring the great privilege 
that fell in his lap, and he does not have the glow of sanctity that is 
truly fitting to be had. Nevertheless, when the holiday of Succos comes 
he is ready to spend an enormous sum of money to acquire the four 
species with the purpose of hiddur [elegance], although both mitzvos 
were given by one Creator, still, the Jewish soul feels a basic difference 
between a constant mitzvah and a mitzvah that comes occasionally, for 
the latter arouses the abundance of G-dliness in a large measure, to the 
extent that even an ordinary person is aroused from this illumination 
and he yearns for ‘when will it come into my hand and I will fulfill this 
mitzvah’ and through this he merits becoming closer to Hashem. 

 ההתקרבות לקדושה מכח מצוות החג
The Power of the Mitzvah of the Holiday Brings Closer to Sanctity 

These things are said about mitzvos that come occasionally, but, it is 
more fitting to say these things when it comes to celebrating the 
holiday of Succos, for the mitzvos that are fulfilled in relation to this 
holiday, though occasional, teach the love that Hashem Yisbarach has 
for the Children of Israel. These mitzvos are able to arouse in a person 
the love of Hashem Yisbarach and closeness to G-d, as if face to face, 
aside from the illumination from Above that accompanies mitzvos that 
come from time to time.   

 ענין מצות סוכה על דרך משל

The Mitzvah of Succah by way of a Parable 
The mitzvah of Succah is discussed at length by Chaza”l in the holy 
seforim, that is, dwelling in the enclosure of the holy Shechina. It is 
compared to a person who was facing a difficult trial, and at the trial he 
had several defense advocates pleading for his benefit. However, on 
the other side was several accusers trying to prosecute him and prove 
that his actions were inappropriate. Even after proving to the judges 

that he was innocent, the attackers wanted to tease him and because  



 

 

 קדושת בית המקדש הנמשך בחג הסוכות
The Sanctity of the Bais HaMikdash is Extended to Succos 

We merit the same thing with the fulfillment of the mitzvah of taking the 
four species [the arba minim], as it is brought down by Chaza”l (Succah 
41a) ‘At first the lulav was taken in the Bais HaMikdash for seven days and 
outside the Bais HaMikdash for only one day,. When the Bais HaMikdash 
was destroyed Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai decreed that the lulav be 
taken everywhere for seven days as a remembrance for the Bais 
HaMikdash. When we think about the nature of this decree we prove that 
even with this we merit this achievement, for with this decree Rabban 
Yochanan ben Zakkai extends the sanctity of the Bais HaMikdash 
throughout the holiday of Succos and in every shul that are scattered 
wherever Jews may live. During these days every shul merits an extra 
measure of sanctity and the central sanctity that emanates stems from 
the bimah which takes the place of the mizbeach. The result is that when 
the Children of Israel go to shul during these days the matter is considered 
as if they have come under the protection of the Shechina in the Bais 
HaMikdash, and went they walk around the bimah we consider the matter 
as if they have walked around the mizbeach in the Bais HaMikdash. 

 בחינת מצות סוכה גם בענינו של לולב

The Mitzvah of Succah is Connected to the Lulav 
We find accordingly, that even this mitzvah brings us closer to Hashem in 
a heaping measure, since HaKadosh Baruch Hu extends the sanctity of the 
Bais HaMikdash to shuls in order that we be in the shade of sanctity, aside 
from that which we merit to perform one service that we do in the Bais 
HaMikdash, something which is hardly found nowadays, for even the 
karbanos we can only merit to offer today through prayer, ‘prayers in the 
place of the tamiddim [steady offering brought every day morning and 
afternoon]’ and even the very reciting karbanos nowadays is in the 
category of ‘and our lips will fulfill (take the place of) the bulls’, still, this is 
not actual service rather it is a substitute for the actual service, yet here 
we are able to literally fulfill the actual mitzvah. 

 הנענועים והמבטא על ידן
The Waving and the Promise Through Them 

Aside from the actual performance of this mitzvah and the demonstration 
of our desire to cling to our Creator, as the intent of the species is to 
allude to the four-letter Name of Hashem, the three hadassim allude to 
the “yud” of the Name, the two aravos allude to the first “hei” of the 
Name, the lulav alludes to the letter “vuv” of the name and the esrog 
alludes to the second “hei” of the Name. We find that when we hold these 
species it is as if we are holding the Name of Hashem Baruch Hu in our 
hands. According to the Ariza”l when we wave the lulav we should do this 
in line with the heart, and this hints to our desire to extend the Sanctity 
from Above to within our hearts. 

 אתערותא דלתתא ודלעילא

The Influence Down Below and Up Above 
These mitzvos that we perform during these days have a main purpose of 
getting closer to Hashem Yisbarach, and we find that aside from the 
enlightenment to bring us closer that we merit from every mitzvah that 
comes from time to time, these mitzvos that we perform also teach 
getting closer to Hashem Yisbarach, and we find that by performing these 
mitzvos we are combining the influence of down below together with that 
of Up Above, for with the very performance of these mitzvos we reveal 
our desire to become closer to Yisbarach and He in turn spreads His 
Illumination from Above which helps us elevate through it. 

 מצוות צריכות כוונה
Mitzvos Require Proper Intention 

It is imperative to know that mitzvos require proper intention and as we 
have been mentioning it is very propitious that these mitzvos bring us 
closer to Hashem, and so with the mitzvah of succah we are not required 
to employ any physical involvement, however, this does not exempt us 
from having the right intention when we perform these mitzvos as our 
goal is to become closer to Hashem, however, if we do not keep this in 
mind, then these mitzvos are considered as a body without a soul  גוף בלא(

 and this is not complete we are not able to get closer to our נשמה(
Creator through them. 
 

 

 עולם שנה נפש במצות סוכה
‘World’ ‘Year’ ‘Soul’ in the Mitzvah of Succah 

This is the service that is incumbent on us during these days, to give 
fulfillment to the sanctity that extends from this mitzvah. Every aspect of 
holiness has three categories 'עולם' - ‘World’, 'שנה' – ‘Year’ and 'נפש' – ‘Soul’ 
and when these three aspects are combined a knot is made that cannot be 
undone and there is something permanent in this. Behold, the category of 
‘Year’ and the category of ‘World’ in the mitzvah of Succah are united as 
one, for the time of keeping this mitzvah is in the category of ‘Year’ and the 
very mitzvah of succah itself is in the category of ‘World’ because it needs a 
place in the world. When one performs this mitzvah with complete 
concentration he enters into the category of ‘World’ and ‘Year’ and he 
brings the mitzvah into the category of ‘Soul’ with is the person and we 
merit the sanctity of this mitzvah in its completion and when we merit to do 
something for the fulfillment of holiness we earn a measure of closeness 
from the strength of this mitzvah by itself. 

 עולם שנה נפש במצות לולב
‘World’ ‘Year’ ‘Soul’ in the Mitzvah of Lulav 

This concept applies to the mitzvah of lulav as well, as it is stated by the Ari 
HaKadosh that there is a requirement to wave (shake) the lulav in line with 
the heart and the time to fulfill this mitzvah is in the category of ‘Year’ and 
the lulav itself is in the category of ‘World’ as it is a tangible object in the 
world, and the wavings in line with the heart teach the need to extend the 
G-dliness within the heart which is in the category of ‘Soul’ as we have 
stated that these four species correspond to the four letters of the four-
letter Name. 

 סגולת ימי החג לקרבת אלוקים
The Days of the Holiday are Propitious to get Closer to G-d 

In light of that which we have stated we find that these days are very 
propitious to become closer to Hashem by way of the mitzvos that we have 
mentioned. However, aside from all this we have to know that the time is 
also appropriate for this with the merit of learning Torah. It is brought down 
in the Midrash: The Torah said before HaKadosh Baruch Hu: ‘Master of the 
World, when Israel will enter the land, this one will run to his vineyard and 
this one will run to his field and what will become of me?’ Hashem said to it: 
‘I have a match for you that I will pair you up with and it is called Shabbos 
and when they are idle from their work they will be able to be involved in 
you.’ This is also stated in regard to the festivals, (Yerushalmi Shabbos 15:3) 
Shabatot and Yomim Tovim were only given to learn Torah on them. 
By way of these words it is written in the sefer Me’or V’Shemesh that the 
seven days of the holiday are very propitious to be involved in the Torah and 
his essential words are: Shabbos Kodesh is the day that HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu established so that every person can separate himself from his work and 
only be involved in Heavenly matters, and we find that through Shabbos a 
person merits to be closer to Hashem. However, since Shabbos is just one 
day a person is not able to strengthen this bond as best as it should be and 
when he re-enters the work week the bond starts to unravel and he again 
has to tie it anew on the next Shabbos. However, since the holiday spans 
seven days and a person can take advantage and cling to his Creator, then 
even after the holiday there is an impression of holiness from these days. 
However, since the holiday of Pesach comes after such a long lapse, it is not 
as propitious to get closer to Hashem in this way and we rely on other 
factors to become closer to Hashem. However, now we enter the protection 
of the Shechina after the Days of Teshuva and we merited to be forgiven for 
our sins and we are still on such a high level when these holy days arrive, it 
is certainly propitious for us to elevate in Torah and awe. 

 התקיפות לכל השנה
The Cycle of the Entire Year 

Based on all that we have said it is fitting to point out that which is brought 
down from Tzaddikim on the posuk (Shemos 34:22) וחג האסיף תקופת השנה 
– ‘and the Festival of the Bringing-in at the cycle of the year’ that on this 
holiday we can muster a defense against the Inclination for the entire year. 
Every person can see and understand that which is before him, the extent to 
which these days can elevate us in the service and how we can be saved 
during these days, we should merit through this to elevate and always cling 
to the Creator. 

 

 
 


