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Now You Know 
In Mishpatim, we are commanded to 
be considerate of the poor, even 
when they owe us money. 

Have you ever heard the expression, 
“Salt your money away?”  Usually, it 
implies that you should save and hide 
your money instead of spending it.  In 

that way, you “preserve it.”   

Ironically, this English-language idiom 
conveys the opposite intent of the 
original phrase spoken in Jerusalem 

(Kesubos 66b) that the “salt of 
money is [giving it] away.”  

The daughter of one of 

Yerushalayim’s wealthiest men 
became so impoverished that she was 
reduced to picking grain from animal 
dung for food. All his money was lost 

because he didn’t give tzedaka with it.  
The Gemara asks, “But we know that 
he did give generously?!”  It answers 

that either he did it only for his own 
honor, or else he did not do as much 
as he could have. 

If you want to preserve your wealth, 

don’t hide it in your mattress, give 
tzedaka with it. It is the only 
investment which is recession-proof 

and will help you maintain your means 
for the long-term. 

 Thought of the week: 

In the midst of your doubts, 
don't forget how many of the 
important questions G-d does 
answer. 

 (A:AK TWMw)‰.OHYNPL OYsT RwA OYUPwMH HLAW‰   
“And these are the ordinances that you shall place before them.” (Exodus 21:1) 

Quite frequently people say the difference between Chukim, statutes, and Mishpatim, 
ordinances or judgments, is that statutes have no discernible reason and judgments 
do.  Socially responsible laws make sense and even if there were no mitzvah, it’s likely 
that people would create such a code. 

However, if one looks at the laws in this parsha, they don’t make that much sense to 
us.  Sometimes a person pays half the value of the damage.  Sometimes they pay 
none.  They could pay double or even five times, unless it’s a sheep so it’s only four 
times.  You might have to go beyond the letter of the law, and even be at risk of losing 
out just so someone else doesn’t get upset. 

We are told that we must help our enemy to unload his overburdened animal.  It’s not 
just an animal cruelty issue, or else it wouldn’t matter who the owner is.  We are 
commanded to help our enemy before our friend because HaShem wants us to 
become better people. 

OK, so I need to be better and kinder.  Well then, I’ll make sure that my poor neighbor 
wins in his court case against the wealthy fellow.  What?  G-d doesn’t want me to do 
that?  Where is the logic and sense that we keep talking about? 

The Navi (Yeshaya 55:8) says, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your 
ways My ways,” says HaShem.  Mishpatim do have a logical rationale.  Throughout, 
the focus is on repairing the damage one caused. In fact, the word used to say that he 
pays is ‘yeshalem,’ he shall make whole. 

It is reasonable and logical to us that if one harms another he must make restitution.  
However, we do not have sufficient knowledge of how to actually make someone 
‘whole.’  Why? The Zohar says that this parsha contains the secret of reincarnation.   

In other words, sometimes the monetary machinations in this life are creating 
restitution for past lives.  That is something beyond our human comprehension, so our 
judgment would be limited.  That is why we follow the laws of HaShem, seeking to 
carry out His judgments, according to His guidelines. 

The words ‘Naaseh v’Nishma,” we will do and we will listen, do not appear in Yisro 
along with the Ten Commandments.  Rather, they appear here, in Mishpatim, because 
we reaffirm the knowledge that our vision is limited.  Therefore, we say, “We will carry 
out the acts HaShem has commanded us, including monetary rulings that we may not 
understand, and then, perhaps, at some future point, He will grant us the insight to 
understand why He commanded us thusly.”   

The story is told of a man who was a guest of the Chofetz Chaim, yet repaid the kindness 
with treachery.  The fellow stole some silverware from the great sage, and ran out of the 
house. The Chofetz Chaim ran after the man crying, “Hefker! Hefker! I relinquish my 
ownership on those items,” so that the man would not be considered a thief.   

Reportedly, one of the Chofetz Chaim’s grandchildren commented, “The story is true.  The 
man did steal from my saintly zaideh and the Chofetz Chaim did run after him.   

The difference is that he wasn’t crying “Hefker, Hefker,” he was yelling “Ganev, Ganev! 
(Thief!)”  My grandfather was a tzaddik, but he wasn’t a fool.” 
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This issue is dedicated to 

my wife,  

Esther Toby ÂYXT,  
Not for any special occasion but 

because of the wonderful person 

she is every day of the year. 

 

You have no idea 
how far it will go. 
Print, e-mail, and share 
Migdal Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


