
 

 

 ַוִּיְׁשַמע ֹמֶׁשה ֶאת־ָהָעם ֹּבֶכה ְלִמְׁשְּפֹחָתיו ִאיׁש ְלֶפַתח ָאֳהלֹו        [11:10]

 

 
 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

 גוט שבת
ms 

 זכור ושמור בדבור אחד נאמרו

So it was whenever the Oron set out to journey… 

Many meforshim (commentators) have provided explanations for the two נ letters that appear to place these two pesukim into 

parentheses.  It is well known that Chazal describe this phenomenon as a ‘book within a book’.  Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik offers 

an explanation with particular ta'am.  He explains that the Torah section immediately before this deals with the imminent 

departure of the people to enter the Promised Land.  They had just completed a journey of three days from the mountain where 

they had been settled for an extended period.  Moshe's dialogue with his father-in-law makes it abundantly clear that Bnei Yisroel 

are now beginning their journey to Eretz Yisroel.  Possuk 35 is therefore Moshe calling out triumphantly at the outset of this historic 

event.  The section immediately after this ‘book within a book’ opens with the regrettable story of the people beginning to grumble 

and complain and the narrative carries on in this vein, taking a steep decline with the subsequent mission of the spies,  … page 2 
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Moshe heard the people crying with their families, each man at the door of his tent 

Rashi, quoting the Gemoro in Maseches Yumo [75a], states that the people wept over 

“family matters”, because of the intra-familial relationships that were now forbidden.  

Many meforshim find this difficult to comprehend.  Why should this generation, referred 

to as the “generation of knowledge” in the Gemoro, suddenly be depressed over 

forbidden marital relationships?  One also has to query the meaning of “each at the door 

of their tent” in the context of this possuk  Rav Eliyohu Lopian offers us a novel 

interpretation.  The two words in bocheh lemishpechosov can be translated as crying 

“over” their families.  He suggests that the terminology should be understood as grieving 

over the laws of the Torah which forced them to divorce women to whom they had been 

married before the Torah was given and who were now forbidden as specified relatives.  

This meant sending away the mothers of their children, which must have been a heart-

wrenching experience.  Sitting at the “door of his tent” would mean that they 

immediately recognised the need not to be alone with these wives, because of the 

prohibition of yichud (seclusion) with a forbidden woman.  Nevertheless, as the verse 

continues, this weeping was considered improper in the eyes of Hashem and Moshe.  

The people’s status as the generation of knowledge should have enabled them to 

overcome their personal emotions and to accept the will of Hashem and His Torah calmly 

and unemotionally. 
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ָהָאֹרןַוְיִהי ִּבְנֹסַע   …    [36 & 10:35]  

 
 



 

“Eldad and Meidad are prophesying in the camp” 

A few pesukim earlier, Moshe Rabbeinu informs Hashem that, 

lo uchal onochi levadi loseis es kol ho’om hazeh – “alone I am 

unable to lead the whole of this people”, referring to Bnei 

Yisroel.  Hashem therefore instructs Moshe to gather together 

seventy zekeinim (men of significant stature) in front of the 

Mishkan.  Thereafter, Hashem instils within these zekeinim a 

portion of the personal ruach (spiritual essence) of Moshe, in 

order to allow each of them to share in the tremendous 

undertaking of leading the people.  Although Eldad and 

Meidad had been singled out for the distinction of inclusion 

amongst the zekeinim, Rashi explains, quoting the Medrash, 

that they stepped aside due to their humility.  Although they 

were not included in this august group, nevertheless we see 

that they also received the same ruach and began prophesising 

in the machaneh (camp).  Rav Shamshon Refoel Hirsch derives 

a very thought-provoking insight from Rashi’s comment.  He 

says that we can learn from this episode that being appointed 

to an important position is not necessarily connected in any 

way with advancement in kedushah (holiness or spirituality).  If 

a person is worthy of ruach hakodesh (Hashem’s spiritual 

influence), he will receive it whether he is officially a Rov, Rosh 

Yeshiva or just a simple Jew lacking any formal position.  Eldad 

and Meidad were great men who were worthy of being within 

the group of the zekeinim.  Their self-exclusion from this elite 

cohort did not in any way diminish their capacity to reach great 

levels of attachment to Hashem. 

 

… whose disheartening majority report frightens 

the people.  This then leads to the punishment of 

forty years wandering in the midbar (desert) until 

the generation of Yetzias Mitzrayim has been 

purged.  Rav Soloveitchik asks us to imagine how 

different things would have been if Moshe’s 

triumphal progress to Eretz Yisroel had been 

allowed to continue. He would have led us into 

the land, with our enemies scattering before 

us.  Moshe would have built the Holy Temple 

[Chazal tell us elsewhere that a Beis HaMikdosh 

built by Moshe would never have been destroyed] 

and he would have taught us all of the mitzvos 

that had not yet been discussed in the Torah.  All 

of these events would have been recorded in a 

further volume of the Torah.  With eternal peace 

achieved, and Moshiach on his throne, Moshe 

would have ended this 'additional' volume with a 

possuk exhorting Hashem to grant serenity and 

peace for evermore to the multitudes of Israel.  

This, says Rav Soloveitchik, is the essence of 

possuk 36.  We see, therefore, that these pesukim 

represent the first and last verses of the volume, 

the unwritten centre of which could have been 

completed if only we had maintained the straight 

and true course under Moshe’s leadership.   
 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

The seven-branched Menorah offers us a 
representation of the seven-day week.  Just as 
the central stem of the Menorah is the one to 

which the other six wicks and their flames 
would be directed, so too is Shabbos the 

central focus of the week, surrounded by the 
three days before it and the three that follow 
it.  Moreover, Shabbos illuminates the days 

that surround it.  This is why Hashem 
completed the creation of the world with 
Shabbos and why the continued existence 

of the world is dependent on the 
energy that it receives from one 

Shabbos to the next. 
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ּוֵמיָדד ִמְתַנְּבִאים ַּבַּמֲחֶנהֶאְלָּדד     [11:27]  
 

 
 


