
Zera Shimshon
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ְוֵאֶּלה ְׁשמֹות ְּבנֵי יְִׂשָרֵאל ַהָּבִאים ִמְצָריְָמה ֵאת יֲַעקֹב ִאיׁש ּוֵביתֹו ָּבאּו:(שמות א/א)

Our parsha opens with the possuk "And these
are the names of Bnei Yisroel who came to 
Mitzrayim with Yaakov, each with his family;
Reuvan, Shimon....". On this possuk the 
Medrash comments, "with Yaakov"- all of 
this came through the merit of Yaakov who 
amassed mitzvos and good deeds."

Zera Shimshon asks how is the fact the 
Yaakov "amassed mitzvos and good deeds" at 
all connected with this possuk? 

He gives an explanation based on two ideas 
he mentioned earlier. Firstly, when the Tribes
and the Jewish people do the will of Hashem 
and are on a high level they are referred to as 
the descendants of Yisroel. When they are not
so great they are referred to as the 
descendants of Yaakov. The second idea is 
that the deep meaning of the phrase "who 
came to Mitzrayim" is an allusion to the 
bondage in Mitzrayim and not just that they 
physically traveled to Mitzrayim.

According to this, Zera Shimshon explains, 
the Medrash was bothered by a seeming 
inconsistency in the possuk. One the one 
hand the Tribes are refered to as "Bnei 
Yisroel, which indicates that they were on a 
high spiritual level.  However on the other 
hand the possuk is speaking about their going
into bondage. If they were such great 

tziaddikim why did they deserve to suffer 
such a harsh bondage?

The answer is that the bondage was not a 
punishment for their low level. They really 
deserved great reward for who they were, 
like the receiving of the Torah and Eretz 
Yisroel.  Their suffering in bondage was only 
because an idea that before Hashem gives 
precious gifts the recipient must go through 
some hardship. This we see from Yaakov who
merited the berachos only through trickery 
and hardship. This is one reason that Yaakov 
is mentioned in this possuk; just like Yaakov 
had to go through hardships before he 
received the blessings from Hashem, so to it 
was with Bnei Yisroel.
However there is still a question to be 
answered, even if the tribes were on a high 
level why did they deserve great reward? 
What is with the principle of "there is no 
reward in this World for the Mitzvos we do"? 

The Medrash answers this question by saying
that Yaakov "amassed mitzvos and good 
deeds"! Even though that Hashem does't 
reward us for OUR good deeds we are 
rewarded for the good deeds of our ancestors.

-----------------------------------------2--------------------------------
ַוּיָָמת יֹוֵסף ְוָכל ֶאָחיו ְוכֹל ַהּדֹור ַההּוא: ּוְבנֵי יְִׂשָרֵאל ָּפרּו ַוּיְִׁשְרצּו ַוּיְִרּבּו ַוּיַַעְצמּו ִּבְמאֹד ְמאֹד ַוִּתָּמֵלא ָהָאֶרץ אָֹתם:ַוּיָָקם 

ֶמֶלְך ָחָדׁש ַעל ִמְצָריִם ֲאֶׁשר ֹלא יַָדע ֶאת יֹוֵסף: (שמות א/ו-ח)
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"And Yosef, his brothers, and all of that gen-
eration died… And a new king, who did not
know of Yosef, rose to power...
(Shemos1/6-8)

Concerning these pessukim the Medrash
comments, "(These pessukim come) to teach
you that as long as one of the people who
came to Mitzrayim was still alive, the Mitzri-
im didn't enslave B'nei Yisroel and B'nei Yis-
roel were fruitful and multiplied..." In other
words, the enslavement of the Jewish nation
didn't start until the whole generation of
those who came to Mitzrayim died

Zera Shimshon asks what was so special
about the generation of those that went down
to Mitzrayim that their presence protected us
from enslavement ?

He explains in light of another Medrash.

On the posuk "And a new king rose to
power..." the Medrash explains, "When Yosef
died (B'nei Yisroel) did away with milah ...
And since they did this (stopped to
circumcise) Hashem replaced the love that
the Mitzriim showed them to hate...."

We see from here that the special stature of
the generation who came to Mitzrayim was
that they performed the mitzvo of bris milah
According to this, posits Zera Shimshon, we
understand that it was the merit of the mitzvo
of bris milah that saved them from being
enslaved

However, Zera Shishmon asks that this
explanation is still not enough. He asks that
granted the second generation stoppped
circumcising their children but they
themselves were cirmcumcised? This being
so, why didn't THEIR milah protect them
from being enslaved?

He answers that the sin of not circumcising
their children canceled out the merit of they
themselve being circumcised, like we learn in

Mesechta Sotah, " sin extinguishs a mitzvo"

Zera Shimshon only explains that the merit of
milah prevented enslavement and bondage.
He doesn't, however, explain why this is.

However, I (Sh.P.) think that we can explain
the connection according to a very important
concept put forth by the Maharal.
Rashi in Parshas Bo writes that before our

redemption from Mitzrayim, Hashem
commanded us to circumcise ourselves and
to bring the karbon Pesach. The Maharal
explains the reason for specifically these two
mitzvos is that we weren't just redeemed from
Mitzrayim to be free people. Rather, we were
redeemed from being slaves and servants to
Paraoh and Mitrazyim in order to become
servants of Hashem.

Therefore, explains Maharal, in order to
become servants to Hashem we needed to
serve Hashem. (Talk and declarations are
cheap). We were therefore commanded to
bring a karbon Pesach in order that we do an
act of servitude for Hashem and our
declaration that we are H.s servants doesn't
remain only words.

We also needed to show that we are now
servants of Hashem. This is the reason for
milah which is really "a symbol of servitude"
(just like all slaves wear a marker, like we
learn in Mesechta Shabbos)

According to this concept, we can undestand
the depth of Zera Shimshon. As long as Clal
Yisroel was careful to circumcise themselves
they proclaimed that they are servants or
slaves to Hashem and therefore they ware
privileged to special protection from Hashem
like all masters protect their servants

However after they stopped being servants to
Hashem they lost the special protection of
their "master" (Hashem) and they were "fair
game" to be enslaved by other masters.

----------------------------------------3--------------------------------
ְוֵאֶּלה ְׁשמֹות ְּבנֵי יְִׂשָרֵאל ַהָּבִאים ִמְצָריְָמה ֵאת יֲַעקֹב ִאיׁש ּוֵביתֹו ָּבאּו:(שמות א/א)
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And these are the names of the Sons of Yis-
roel who came to Mitzrayim, (ess) Yaakov
and each one of them came with his family.
(Shemos 1/1)
Zera Shimshon was bothered by the wording
of this possuk which is seemingly out of or-
der. The main idea that this possuk is convey-
ing is that Yaakov and family came to
Mitzrayim. Therefore it would be more fitting
to write the second phrase, "Yaakov and each
one of them came with his family" first, since
this the main point, and then their names! 

He answers that this order comes to prevent
us from making a mistake in the understand-
ing of a different possuk
In Parshas VaYigash, before Yaakov went
down to Mitzrayim to see Yosef, Hashem ap-
peared to him and told him not to be afraid to
go to Mitzrayim. Hashem told him, "I
(Hashem) will go down with you to Mitzray-
im and I will surely bring you up from
there..."

There are two possible ways to understand

what is included in this promise. 

One way is that Hashem promised Yaakov
that he will not be buried in Mitzrayim but
that he will be buried in Eretz Yisroel
The second way is that Hashem promised to
redeem him and all of his descendants from
the servitude there

Since our bondage in Mitzrayim didn't start
until after the death of Yaakov it would seem
that Hashem only promised that Yaakov will
be buried in Eretz Yisroel and that Hashem
never promised Yaakov that H. would redeem
his children

This however is not true. Hashem also
promised to redeem Bnai Yisroel from
Mitzrayim. 

The positioning of the words in our possuk
alludes to this. "And these are the names of
the Sons of Yisroel who came to Mitzrayim
WITH (the word ess is sometimes translated,
with) Yaakov. Meaning they came WITH
Hashem's promise to Yaakov that H. would
redeem them!

HaRav Shimshon Nachmaini, author of Zera Shimshon lived in Italy about 300 years ago in the time of the Or

HaChaim HaKodesh.

The Chida writes that he was a great Mekubal and wrote many sefarim including sefarim about " practical
kabbolo" but asked that all of his sefarim be buried after he passes away except for Zera Shimshon and Niflaos
Shimshon on Avos.

He had one child who died in his lifetime (hence the name "Zera Shimshon") and in the preface he promises for
people who learn his sefarim after he dies “... And your eyes will see children and grandchildren like the
offshoots of an olive tree around your tables, wise and understanding with houses filled with all manner of good
things… and wealth and honor……”

These d’vrai Torah are dedicated to Esther Yenta Bas Chana Chassia. In the
merit of the learning Zera Shimshon’s divrai Torah, Hashem should answer her
prayers and she should quickly find her proper match along with all the other
members of Clal Yisroel who are also looking for their zivug hagun.
If you are interested in buying your own copy of the Hebrew version of Zera
Shimshon
Call 05271-66-450 in Eretz Yisroel 
or
347-496-5657 in the U.S.A. 

You can now  HEAR shiurim of Zera Shimshon on Kol Halashon:
In E. Yisroel: 073-2951-727 or 03-617-1111 and then press 1,1,3,24
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In U.S.A. (718) 395-2440 and then press 2,6,4,24
In England: (208) 123-3788 and then press 2,1,4,24
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