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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Tur (j”ut 170:10) states that when a guest enters the home of 
his host, he should not say “Give me to eat”, but should wait until 
they offer him food. The Magen Avrohom (j”ut 170:18) notes 
that once the food is served, he need not wait for the host to 
instruct him to eat, but may begin when he wishes to, and proves 
this from Eliezer, who said: hrcs h,rcs ot sg kfut tk (I will not 
eat until I have said my piece), and we do not see where Eliezer 
was told he could eat. The rationale would seem to be that serving 
food to a guest is an act which gives him implicit permission to 
eat. The Gemara (Berachos 13b) quotes Rav as saying to R’ 
Chiya: “hcrk vhk tbhzj tk” (I did not see Rebbi) saying Krias 
Shema. R’ Chiya replied that while Rebbi was teaching Torah, he 
passed his hand over his face and at that moment, he accepted 
upon himself ohna ,ufkn kug.  What was Rav looking to see ? 
Should he not have said that he did not hear Rebbi saying Krias 
Shema ? The Yeshuos Yaakov (j”ut 62) wonders why Rav did not 
simply assume that Rebbi had said Krias Shema with ckv ruvrv 
(in his heart). It must be that he holds ruvrv is not equivalent to 
speech, and one cannot fulfill a mitzvah with ckca ohrcs.  
However, Tosafos (Kidushin 49b) establishes that even where we 
would normally not pay attention to ckca ohrcs, we would still 
pay attention to a clear indication of what was on his mind, such 
as where the nodding of one’s head is deemed to be a verbal ‘yes’ 
(z”gvt 121:5), or where we may presume what would be on 
anyone’s mind, such as where one gives away all that he has to 
others, thinking that he has no children, and then he discovers that 
he has a son. Tosafos says that all would agree that the gift to 
others is null and void. Therefore, Rav wanted to know if Rebbi 
had done something to indicate that he was “thinking” of Krias 
Shema in his heart, to mitigate the issue of ckca ohrcs. To which 
R’ Chiya replied, Rebbi passed his hand over his face, which 
validated even a Krias Shema said ckv ruvrvc. So too, the act of 
placing food before the guest serves to validate the host’s 
unspoken permission.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Where is the study of certain parts of the Torah prohibited so that 
one will study other parts ?             

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Is Havdalah over bread valid ?)    
The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 296:2) clearly states that bread is 
invalid for Havdalah, distinguishing it from Kpiddush, where an 
element of Kiddush is that it be related to a meal. However, the 
Teshuvos HaGeonim (24) holds that if one has nothing else, bread 
should be used, rather than not making Havdalah at all.       

DIN'S CORNER:  
When separating non-food items on Shabbos, such as books or 
clothing, if one mistakenly selected something he didn’t want, he 
should use it briefly before discarding it. If the item desired is at 
the bottom of a pile, he may/should shift everything over and then 
take the desired item. (Kaf HaChaim 319:25)    

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Bava Metzia 87a) states that until Avrohom, there 
was no vbez (old age) in the world. When Yitzchok reached 
adulthood, people tended to mistake Avrohom for Yitzchok and 
vice-versa, so Avrohom requested vbez and Hashem created it, as 
is derived from the Posuk: ohnhc tc iez ovrctu. The MaHarsha 
asks: are there not many references to a person being a iez, such 
as iez sgu rgbn (Sodom), iez ubhctu (Lot), or iez hbustu (Avrohom) 
which are all prior to the birth of Yitzchok ? The MaHarsha 
answers that people certainly got old before this, but it was not 
physically obvious. The vbez that Avrohom requested resulted in 
aging features and hair turning white etc.., which had not 
occurred before. The Meforshim ask, the deteriorating physical 
aspects of vbez may be rightly considered a vkke by many. Was it 
so necessary to introduce vbez into the world, only to avoid the 
confusion of identity between Avrohom and Yitzchok ? The 
Kehilas Yitzchok suggests that Avrohom had another, more urgent 
reason. The Gemara (Gittin 23a) asks, what assurance does a 
blind man have that the woman he is with is really his wife, if he 
cannot see her ? What assurance or Heter does any man have, in 
circumstances of total darkness, if he cannot see his wife ? The 
Gemara answers that both husband and wife may rely on their 
ability to recognize their spouse’s voice. Therefore, without the 
changes that aging brings, Avrohom and Yitzchok’s voices would 
have remained the same, and presumably sounded the same. 
Otherwise, the confusion Avrohom complained about would have 
been resolved. As such, this would have posed a problem in 
Avrohom’s home when Yitzchok would marry, since Avrohom 
and Yitzchok were in all ways similar, and the Heter in such a 
case would require voice recognition, and their voices were also 
the same.  It was therefore necessary for Avrohom to request vbez, 
so that Avrohom’s voice would begin to change, particularly now 
that he prepared to send out Eliezer to find a wife for Yitzchok, 
and for this reason, the Posuk begins Eliezer’s pre-mission 
instructions with the words: ohnhc tc iez ovrctu.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A Chasan was distributing invitations for his own wedding among his 
friends and acquaintances in the Ponovezh Yeshiva. When he handed 
one to a certain bochur, the bochur turned to ask the Chasan why he 
had given him one. “After all”, the bochur explained, “one only gives 
Chasunah invitations to those who are close to oneself and whose 
participation he will enjoy. I do not know you, nor you me, and as such, 
I cannot but wonder why you gave me this invitation” ? The Chasan 
replied: “I will tell you why. A few years ago, when I arrived in the 
Yeshivah, I was very lonely. I had trouble making friends and sat around 
most of the time in a depression. One Friday afternoon I decided that 
since I was not finding happiness and fulfillment in the Yeshivah, I would 
leave on Sunday and enter the Israeli army. Friday night, as we were 
standing in line to say Good Shabbos, you were standing right behind 
me and I felt you adjusting the back of my collar, which had turned up. 
That small gesture changed my mind and plan, allowing me to stay in 
the Yeshivah, and thereby earn the reward of having made a “good” 
Shidduch. I owe it all to you and I shouldn’t invite you ?” 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


