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FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

     

 

 

Vayera 5778 

 

On the third (and most painful) day after Avraham’s Bris Milah, his circumcision, the Torah tells us that 

HaShem appeared to him. This is one place that we learn the mitzvah of Bikur Cholim, visiting the 

sick. 

It is noteworthy, then, that we don’t find HaShem spoke to him. Further, one of the three angels that 

would come along was Refael, and his mission was to cure Avraham. If G-d, Himself, was visiting 

Avraham, why did He not cure Avraham directly? 

The answer is that G-d wanted to teach us a lesson. Don’t think you should only visit the sick (or 

someone who is sad, for that matter) if you can cure his ills or you have the right words to say. When 

you care about someone, just showing up says it all.                           – Based on a thought by R’ Moshe Meir Weiss 

The Gen - Alef Gap 

The Torah always deals with real life, with current assessments and realities. In fact, much of the current 

pattern and modern story of the Jewish people is reflected in the Torah reading of Vayera, especially in 

the story of Avraham and his nephew, Lot. Lot sees Avraham as being old-fashioned, irrelevant and a 

definite handicap to the establishment of the new and better world view. Lot sees the realization of this 

better world in the newly burgeoning society of Sodom. He ignores the intrinsic evil of that society and 

builds his hopes on the superficial wealth and glitter that Sodom exudes. He is convinced that his uncle 

Avraham, childless and old, has no future, while he, with his large family, immense wealth, and the 

seeming respect of the society of Sodom, will live on and become the new Avraham. In our century a large 

segment of Jewry convinced itself that the old Avraham was done for, and in their eyes, deservedly so. 

Orthodoxy and a Torah life-style and value system were doomed to be relegated to the ash-heap of 

history. The "new Jew" would be cultured, modernized, secularized, reformed, and "free" of the burdens of 

Torah law and the Jewish past. He would be a Socialist, a Communist, a Humanist, a secular Zionist, but 

he would be Lot and not Avraham. And if that meant taking upon 

Jewish society some of the trappings of Sodom, well, so be it. For after 

all, it was impossible to remain with the world-view and way of life of 

the old Avraham. 

However, Sodom did not turn out to be the paradise that Lot hoped for. 

Lot's children, raised and educated in Sodom, ridiculed and despised 

Lot, much as Lot had himself ridiculed and despised Avraham. They 

resented Lot's old-fashioned attachment to the outmoded ideas of 

Avraham, of hospitality and kindness to others, even to strangers. Lot's 

own family turned against him and informed on him to the authorities and people of Sodom. Lot was the 

precursor of the Jewish Communists in the Stalin era, who turned in their parents for being "counter-

revolutionaries", only to be eliminated a decade later by the "great father Stalin." And, worst of all, Sodom 

was destroyed! The whole brave new world collapsed in fire and brimstone, poverty and death, 

disappointment and disillusion. All of the beliefs of the modern Jew in the better world of European 

culture and modernity were crushed by the Holocaust, by Stalin and his successors, by the unending 

trials by fire of the State of Israel. Lot remained alone, unable any longer to return to Avraham, sunk in 

the incestuous wallowing of his own emptiness of spirit and lack of vision. Meanwhile Avraham somehow 

miraculously survived and even prospered. He had a son and heir, Yitzchak, and he had a spiritual 
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foundation for his being, and the Lord protected him (albeit barely) from his enemies. Lot is bankrupt and 

the old, irrelevant Avraham waxed richer and richer. That is a pretty fair description of today's Jewish 

world. The outstanding feature of today's Jewish world is the contrast between the resiliency and 

confidence of Orthodoxy and the angst and depression that characterizes the non-Orthodox Jewish world. 

Avraham grows strong and mighty while Lot destroys himself. 

But all is not lost for Lot. Hundreds of years later, long after Sodom has been transformed into salt and 

sulfur and ashes, a descendant of Lot, Ruth of Moab, seeks out Avraham. She forsakes her home and her 

family, her opportunity for physical comforts and a seemingly secure existence, and sets out on a difficult 

road that will bring her to Avraham's people and make her the mother of kings. Somewhere within Lot 

there was a spark of Avraham that was not extinguished by the experience of Sodom. Ruth discovered 

that spark within herself and that discovery gave her no rest. She rebuilds her life and her own person 

under the shadow of Avraham's canopy. There are thousands of descendants of Lot-Jews throughout the 

world today who are searching for Avraham. They go against family and society and ignore the cluck-

clucking platitudes of the professionals of the Jewish world, all in order to reunite themselves with 

Avraham, with Torah, and with the Jewish past and destiny. Sodom is destroyed, but Lot "who went with 

Avraham" emerges, even after centuries of separation and self-hate, to take his place once again 

alongside his uncle in the struggle for Godliness and sanctity. Is this not a description of our world and 

our times? 

Rabbi Berel Wein 

Just Like my Dear Uncle, Avraham Avinu. I loved him a Lot. 

R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach z”l took care of all his orphaned nephew’s needs, and even took the 
place of the groom’s father at the young man’s wedding in Tel Aviv. After the wedding, R’ Shlomo 
Zalman informed the family that he wished to spend the night in Tel Aviv.  They were shocked as 

whoever was familiar with R’ Shlomo Zalman's tight schedule 
of learning and davening knew that it was very rare that he 
spent a night away from his home, if at all.           

Only years later, when he himself was marrying off an orphan, 
did R’ Y. Auerbach, the nephew, learn the truth.  R’ Shlomo 
Zalman called him before the wedding and said, "I hope that 
you do for the orphaned chassan what I did for you."  His 
nephew didn't understand what R’ Shlomo Zalman was 
referring to, until he reminded him how he had stayed the 
night in Tel Aviv after his wedding.  

R’ Shlomo Zalman explained, "Every chassan and kallah 
receive many gifts on the day of their wedding.  One of the 
happiest moments after the chasunah is when the young 
couple opens their presents, and afterwards they show them 

off to their parents.  You had no parents, and I knew you wouldn't be able to enjoy these happy 
moments.  Therefore, despite the difficulties it involved for me, I stayed in Tel Aviv the night after the 
wedding so that you could show me your presents the next day."     

 

 

 

 

 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
When Sarah gave birth to Yitzchak at the age of 90, she said, “Whoever hears will laugh with me.” Our Sages tell 
us that at that time, many barren women also gave birth. Some explain this was in order to avoid Ayin Hara, the 
evil eye, from attaching to Yitzchak. Had he been the only miracle child born, people would have pointed him out 
his whole life and subjected him to scrutiny, discussion, and perhaps jealousy. Now that others were born at that 
time, he would not stand out so much. 

R’ Avraham Pam z”l beautifully explained it differently. He said that the other barren women had to be given 
children or else it would have marred and diminished the joy of Avraham and Sarah. Even if they had a child, they 
would empathize with those who didn’t. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: How can we apply these two lessons to our daily lives? What should we keep 
quiet about, and how should we feel for other people? How can we emulate what Avraham and Sarah did? 


