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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first  reviewing it.  Although it  does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The  Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard  and  Anita  Grossman  for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

Rav Nebenzahl on Parshat Ki Tavo

PARSHAT KI TAVO 5776

A large number of psukim in this week's parsha are devoted to blessings promised us should we follow

the  mitzvoth  of  the  Torah  and  punishments  and  calamities  which  will  befall  us  should  we,  chas

v'shalom, not observe the dictates of the Torah. This parsha is always read two Shabbatot before Rosh

Hashana.

Rosh  Hashana  is  referred  to  as  "Yom  Hazikaron",  the  Day  of  Remembrance.  Does  Hashem  not

remember our deeds the rest of the year, do we not say on Rosh Hashana "there is no forgetting before

Your  Throne  of  Glory".  What  then  is  the  meaning  behind  Rosh  Hashana  being  the  Day  of

Remembrance? It is on this day that Hashem acts upon this remembrance - there are some of our acts

which are positive and unfortunately some which are not so positive. We try to perform as many

mitzvoth as possible around this time of year, we try to show our love for Hakadosh Baruch Hu and His

mitzvoth.

The Chafetz Chaim has an interesting interpretation regarding a passage in Chazal relating to Rosh

Hashana being the Day of Judgment. The Gemara cites the ministering angels asking Hashem why the

Jewish people do not recite Hallel on Rosh Hashana, after all is it not one of the "moadei Hashem", is it

not part of "mikraei kodesh"? Hashem responded: "can it be that the King is sitting in judgment with

the books of the living and the books of the dead opened before Him, and the people are expected to

sing songs of praise?"

YNA Sicha Parshat Ki Tavo 1 of 3



On a simple level, the phrase "books of the living and books of the dead" refers to those destined to

live and those destined to die. The Chafetz Chaim, however, offers another explanation - Hashem looks

at the mitzvoth and sins of the deceased as well. How can this be, after all they are no longer able to

perform mitzvoth or otherwise, why should their deeds be judged on this day? The Chafetz Chaim

explains that the deceased receives credit for mitzvoth and sins based on the acts of his descendants or

disciples. When a person does a mitzvah, it is for the merit of his ancestors as well. For this reason

when a person leaves this world, his children will  recite Kaddish,  serve as Shaliach Tzibbur, learn

Mishnayot and many more acts aimed at elevating the soul of the departed. On the other hand, one's

sins do not serve as a merit to the departed. Thus, the mitzvoth and sins that we perform have an

effect on the judgment of our ancestors and this is the meaning behind "the books of the dead are

open".

Moshe Rabenu brought us the Torah and therefore every mitzvah that we keep from the Torah he

brought us brings further elevation to his soul. This is the time to focus on increasing our mitzvoth, for

our benefit  and for the benefit  of our ancestors who have left this world. How can one add many

mitzvoth to his credit? One of the best ways is to increase our Torah learning, for the Chafetz Chaim

calculated that for every minute of Torah we learn we have fulfilled two hundred mitzvoth. Learning

Torah is not simply the words of Torah that come out of our mouth but also what is in our thoughts, we

must do our utmost to try to understand what the Torah is teaching us. We must try to come up with

our own insights and chiddushei Torah - of course we are not on the level of Rashi or the Rambam to

offer alternative insights, but we may question why they ruled as they did and based on that to offer

our own understanding of their words. Imagine how many millions we could make if we were to get

paid for  learning Torah,  is there anyone out there who would not devote more and more time to

learning Torah? Of course, the true reward is in the Next World.

The study of mussar is of the utmost importance - a person must work on himself to conduct himself

properly. We recite in Kriat Shema the pasuk "you must love Hashem your G-d with all your yeart ...

and these matters that I command you today shall be upon your heart" (Devarim 6:5-6). It is not

sufficient to recite these words but we must take it to heart, to love Hashem and constantly feel our

love for Him. Everything we do is recorded for eternity, even what world leaders say is recorded in the

newspaper but does not remain known for very long. Actions of people who lived thousands of years

ago is still recorded in the book of deeds. Descendants of Amon and Moav may not marry into the

Jewish nation due to their character flaws, their lack of compassion for the descendants of Avraham

Avinu who rescued their  ancestor  Lot  from the hands of  Sodom. This  is  an example of every act

remaining recorded for eternity.

A special section of the Musaf of Rosh Hashana is devoted to Hashem's remembering - Zichronot. We

recall the acts of Noach in whose merit the entire world was saved, we recall the deeds of Avraham,

Yitzchak, and Yaakov.  We mention in the zichronot that Hashem remembers "maasei  ish ufkudato

vaalilot mitzadei gaver, machshevot adam vetachbulotav veyitzrei maalalei ish" "Everyone's deed and

mission, the accomplishments of man's activity, man's thoughts and schemes, and the motives behind

man's deeds".

What do each of these things refer to?

"Everyone's deeds" refers to our actions - did we eat kosher or non-kosher food.

"Everyone's mission" - "ufkudat" is derived from the pasuk "ki yipaked moshavecha" "because your

seat will be empty" (Shmuel I 20:18) - referring to sins of omission which we did not do. Refraining

from certain activities, such as Shabbat desecration is positive, while we will also be judged negatively

for refraining from certain other activities such as donning Tefillin.

"The accomplishments of man's activity" means that Hashem will take into account not only the activity

itself but the traveling time in each direction and the amount of excitement generated by doing a

Mitzvah or aveirah - "there is reward for the steps" (Baba Metzia 107a).

"Man's thoughts and schemes" means that Hashem even takes into account the planning before the
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action - one who was weighing in his mind how to best perform a mitzvah, or G-d forbid the opposite. A

good positive thought is rewarded along with the Mitzvah, even if he does not succeed in carrying out

his good intentions. A negative thought, is only added to the punishment if the aveira actually comes to

fruition (see Kidduhsin 40a).

"And the motives behinds man's deeds" - there are times when it does not yet reach the level of

thought, yet it was only a tendency towards action that a person has - Hashem weighs this in His

judgment as well. A frightening example of just how far this goes can be seen with Eliav, brother of

David Hamelech. Eliav was worthy of becoming king, in fact Hashem sent Shmuel to anoint a king from

the house of Yishai and Shmuel went to anoint Eliav declaring "Surely, before Hashem is His anointed

one" (Shmuel I 16:6). As Shmuel was about to carry out this mission, Hashem interrupted: "do not

look at his appearance or at his tall stature, for I have rejected him" (ibid. 7) - he had once been

worthy of being king and now his candidacy was rejected.

Chazal tell us that he had to forfeit the kingdom due to his anger against David (see Pesachim 66b).

How can this be the reason, did his anger with David not occur some time later during the war against

Goliath (see Shmuel I 17:28)? Why then was this cause for rejection if this negative character trait had

not yet surfaced? The answer is "Hashem sees into the heart" (Shmuel I 16:7) - Hashem sees in Eliav's

heart a tendency to anger and it is this tendency that disqualifies him from becoming the king of Israel

(see Gemara there). A king cannot be quick to anger - he may decide to hang the baker and butler

without justifiable cause.

Had Eliav not had this trait, Shmuel would have been commanded by Hashem to anoint him. Imagine

what would have been. Rather than praying for restoration of the kingdom of David, we would be

praying that the kingdom of Eliav be restored, we would be eagerly awaiting arrival of the Moshiach

from the house of Eliav. In fact, we may not have had to wait for him at all since the Beit Hamikdash

was only destroyed as a result of the loshon hara David accepted about Tziva (see Shabbat 56b) -

perhaps Eliav would not have listened and accepted it and there would now be a Beit Hamikdash, for

there would not have been a churban. Eliav forfeited all this simply because he had a tendency to anger

- it is frightening what one can lose by what he feels in his heart even though it has not yet surfaced to

the  level  of  action  or  even  thought.  Hashem  takes  everything  into  account.  We  see  just  how

far-reaching Hashem's judgment is.

In Zichronot we make mention of the Flood: "You lovingly remembered Noah and You recalled him with

words of salvation and mercy, when You brought the waters of the Flood to destroy all living flesh

because of the evil of their deeds". What caused the flood that almost destroyed the entire creation?

Man's actions!  Chazal  teach us that although this generation was guilty of  many terrible  sins, the

sealing of the decree to bring about the flood was their being guilty of theft. On the other hand, what

saved  mankind  from annihilation?  Man's  actions  as  well.  In  the  merit  of  one  man  living  in  that

generation the world was saved. Man has the power to destroy and man has the power to preserve.

The actions of Noah, his sons, and their wives during their year in the ark, sustained the entire world,

because "the world is built on kindness" (Tehillim 89:3). It was the abundance of thievery that almost

destroyed the world (see Rashi Bereishit 6:13), and this fault was corrected through an abundance of

acts of chesed performed in the ark. Stealing is taking that which does not belong to you, while the

tikkun was chesed which is the opposite - giving something which does belong to you. An entire world

was saved from destruction at that time and their merit continues to sustain us many generations

thereafter.

The Rambam teaches us that although in general one should take a "middle-of-the-road" approach

when it comes to character traits, there are two middot that a person should go to and extreme -

gaava, haughtiness, and anger. At times it is necessary to express anger, such as when educating a

child, however it should be only an outward expression and not a true feeling. The same applies to

pride and haughtiness.

May Hashem inscribe us for a good year and may we merit arrival of Moshiach ben David speedily in

our day, Amen.
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