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 ”לכן אמר, הנני נתן לו את בריתי שלום“ 25:12

“Therefore say, Behold – I give him My covenant of 

peace.”  Pinchos stood up from amongst Klal Yisroel and 

with the Midah of Kano’us killed Zimri and Kozbi and 

brought an end to the plague that was devastating Klal Yisroel.”  

Kiddushin 66b – from “Brisi Sholom” we learn that a Kohen has to be 

“Sholaim”, whole in body, without any defects, in order to perform the 

Avodah.  The Gemara asks, but the Posuk says Sholom (peace), not 

Sholaim (whole)?  The Gemara answers that Vov is severed so it looks 

like a Yud.  We can learn from the Posuk that a Kohen needs to be a 

Sholaim to do the Avodah.  What aspect of “Sholaim” applied to 

Pinchos?  The following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and 

support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph.    

 – ”פינחס הוא אליהו“ – Bamidbar 25:771 – ילקוט שמעוני 

“Pinchos is Eliyahu.”   

“ 25:12 – בניהו על התורה  הנני נתן לו את בריתי שלום, לכן אמר ” 

– The letter ו'  from the word שלום is cut off at the bottom so that the top 

is the letter Yud.  This is Remez to the Bechina of יסוד דמלכות, which is 

the 10th Sefirah – the cut off ו '  ends up as Yud, representing the 10th.  

The Yalkut Shimoni says that Eliyahu was Pinchos, and it is also known 

from the Megaleh Amukos and the Shlah Hakodosh that אליהו זכור לטוב 

is appointed over the night of Motzai Shabbos Kodesh.  The fourth 

Seudah of Shabbos is called the Seudah of Dovid Hamelech, and is on 

Motzai Shabbos – when Eliyahu is in charge.  Dovid Hamelech is 

Malchus, and Eliyahu is Yesod of Malchus – for Pinchos is Eliyahu.  אליהו 

in its full form ( ו"וא, י"ה, ד"יו, ד"למ, ף"אל ) – the last letters spell, “פי דוד” 

– meaning the Chelek, the portion, of Dovid, for Eliyahu controls the 

portion of Dovid.  

“ 25:12 - קהלת יצחק  םהנני נתן לו את בריתי שלו, לכן אמר ” – 

What was this Bris Sholom that Pinchos was Zoche to?  It can’t refer to 

the Kehunah, for the following Posuk tells us that he received the 

Kehunah.  Sanhedrin 82a – 25:7 “וירא פינחס” – “And Pinchos saw.”  What 

did he see?  Pinchos saw that there is no wisdom or understanding, or 

counsel, against the honor of Hashem.  Whenever there is a threat of 

Chillul Hashem, desecrating the Holy Name of Hashem, we do not worry 

about giving honor to a teacher – the possessor of wisdom, 

understanding, and counsel. This is why Pinchos did not wait until he 

received permission from his Rebbe, Moshe Rabbeinu.  The Gemara in 

Eiruvin 63A discusses one who Paskens in front of his Rebbe – bad things 

will happen to the person.  Pinchos was concerned that perhaps it was 

not proper for him to Pasken in front of his Rebbe, and evil things will 

happen to him.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu let Pinchos know that we Pasken 

like him, and that in the face of Chillul Hashem, one should not be 

concerned about P’sak Halacha in front of his Rebbe.  This Bris Sholom, 

covenant of peace, was a sign that there was complete peace with 

Pinchos, and none of the evil things would happen to him, for he acted 

correctly.   

“ 25:12 - רבינו אפרים  הנני נתן לו את בריתי שלום, לכן אמר ” – 

The written word is שלים (for the ו'  is cut and it is therefore a י' ) yet it is 

read as שלום.  This is to teach is that Hakodosh Boruch Hu paid him his 

reward for the י' , ten, tests that he passed that day. פינחס is the same 

Gematria as יצחק for Yitzchok was the tenth and final test that Avrohom 

Avinu passed – the Akeidas Yitzchok.  The Gematria of פינחס is also 

equal to the Gematria of בן four times (52x4=208), which is K’neged: אש ,

עפר, מים, רוח .  When Pinchos killed Zimri, it let free three of these 

Yesodos, and there was only one בן, left remaining, the Yesod of אש.  

That was why he was then called אליהו, which is the Gematria of בן.  

“ 25:12 - עוד יוסף חי  הנני נתן לו את בריתי שלום, לכן אמר ” – 

The ו'  of the word שלום is cut. Before the times of Dovid Hamelech, 

Pinchos was hidden from the world.  He went to reside in the 

wilderness, a place completely devoid of human beings, and was 

Misboded – connected himself to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and studied 

Torah on his own.  After the end of the days of Achiyah Hashiloni, he 

revealed himself to Klal Yisroel, and called himself Eliyahu, not the name 

Pinchos.  The world did not recognize him as Pinchos, for he was not 

visible to the world for so many years.  Certainly the Nevi’im and 

Chachomim recognized him as Pinchos, yet they did not reveal it.  He 

was recognized as Eliyahu Hatishbi, who resided in Gilad.  He lived like 

that for many years, and then ascended to Shomayim.  These were the 

words of ר ששון מרדכי"מהר .  With this understanding, we can 

understand why the ו'  was cut.  The Bris Sholom that Pinchos received 

was eternal life, as it says in Malachi 2:5 “בריתי היתה אתו החיים והשלום.”  

The ו'  is cut to teach us that while he did receive eternal life, there was a 

point in time in the middle of his days, in which he was hidden in this 

world – his days were cut, in which he was hidden, like the space in the 

'ו , and reappeared as Eliyahu.   

“ 25:12  - משך חכמה  הנני נתן לו את בריתי שלום, לכן אמר ” – 

There is a rule that when Hakodosh Boruch Hu gives a Havtacha to an 

individual, the person could lose that Havtacha if he Chas V’sholom sins.  

However, that which is said through a Navi, will be eternal even if one 

Chas V’sholom sins. (The litmus test to see if one is a true Navi or not is 

to see if his prediction of good things will happen.  If he is a true Navi, 

and predicts something good, it will happen even if one sins.  If his 

prediction does not come true, that is a proof that he is a false Navi).  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu could have given this Bris Sholom to Pinchos 

directly, for Pinchos was a Navi, but He wanted it to be eternal under all 

circumstances, and therefore gave it through a Navi, Moshe Rabbeinu – 

and then the Bris is eternal.  

דעבן יהוי   – Sanhedrin 82b – “הנני נותן לו את בריתי שלום” – 

 And this atonement“ – ”וראויה כפרה זו שתהא מכפרת והולכת לעולם“

that Pinchos effected is suitable to continue atoning forever.”  Why is 

this so? When a Tzaddik lives in this world, he protects those who live in 

his generation from פורענות, punishment.  The Tzaddik and his 

generation are like partners in his Zechuyos.  Just as the Tzaddik is 

protected from פורענות because of his Ma’asim Tovim, so too the rest of 

Klal Yisroel are saved from פורענות.  However, after the Tzaddik dies, the 

partnership dissolves, and the people no longer have a share in his 

Zechuyos, and are no longer protected.  Pinchos received the Bris 

Sholom, that he would live forever, as Pinchos is Eliyahu Hanavi,  זכור

 who ascended to Shomayim while he was alive. Being that Pinchos ,לטוב

/ Eliyahu never died, Klal Yisroel are still partners with him in his 

Zechuyos, and therefore they have that protection forever due to his 

Zechuyos (פרעניות have come upon Klal Yisroel, yet without the 

Zechuyos of Pinchos / Eliyahu, it certainly would have been worse).   

ך"אלשי   - 25:12 “ הנני נתן לו את בריתי שלום, לכן אמר ” – This 

Posuk teaches us that when one serves Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and 

forgoes the desires of his body for the sake of his Neshama, both his 

body and his Neshama will live and thrive, as we see that Pinchos / 

Eliyahu lives forever. However, when a person is drawn after the desires 

of his body at the expense of his Neshama, he will lose both his body 

and his Neshama.  Each Yid must make his body subservient to his 

Neshama, thereby causing his actions to be for the sake of Hashem. This 

is the essence of Kiddush Hashem.  One who is not willing to die to be 

Mekadesh Shem Shomayim, and completely give up his Guf, is not living 

his life as a Yid.  Pinchos was willing to be killed in order to defend the 

honor of Hashem.  Pinchos knew that the Shevet of Zimri would seek 

revenge against him, and understood that his life would be in grave 

danger for killing Zimri.  Pinchos did not hesitate to act for the honor of 

Hashem, and was rewarded with peace and life.  In contrast, Zimri 

allowed his physical lusts to overtake his Neshama, and he lost both his 

Guf and his Neshama. 

“ 25:12 – תרגום יונתן בן עוזיאל  , אימר ליה מן שמיה אבשבוע

ויחי לעלם למבשרא , םיואעבדניה מלאך קי, גזר ליה ית קימי שלם אהאנ

 ,Hakodosh Boruch Hu said to Moshe Rabbeinu – ”גאולתא בסוף יומיא
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“With a Shevuah, an oath, say to him (Pinchos) in My Name: Behold I am 

giving him the Bris Sholom, and I am making him the Malach Habris, the 

angel of the Bris, and he will live forever to announce the Geulah at the 

end of days.” 

“ 25:12 - ברך משה  הנני נתן לו את בריתי שלום, לכן אמר ” – 

Targum Yonason says that Pinchos, who received the Bris Sholom, will 

also be the one who in the future will announce the news of the final 

Geulah.  What is the connection between receiving the Bris Sholom for 

his act of Mesiras Nefesh for the sake of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and his 

announcing the coming of Moshiach?  Kiddushin 66b – If a Kohen 

performs the Avodah, and is found to have a מום, blemish, his Avodah is 

Posul, as the Posuk says, “בריתי שלום” – the Kohen can only perform the 

Avodah when he is, שלם, complete, and not when he is deficient.  The 

Posuk is extolling the praises of Pinchos.  Why do we learn out from here 

that a Kohen who has a מום is disqualified from performing Avodah?  

Why are Kohanim warned against becoming Tamei from the deceased? 

Being that they are routinely performing Avodah in the Mikdash, they 

are not to become Tamei, for then they would not be able to perform 

the Avodah.  However, according to this, why are Kohanim in our time 

not to become Tamei, a time when we are not Zoche to have the Bais 

Hamikdash, and are not performing any Avodah?  Not only that, but 

Rashi says that even Kohanim who have a מום and are not allowed to do 

Avodah, they too are not to become Tamei.  Being that they will not be 

able to perform Avodah anyways, why are they not to become Tamei? 

Each and every day we are to yearn for the coming of Moshiach, and we 

will once again be Zoche to have a Bais Hamikdash.  Even nowadays, 

Kohanim are not to become Tamei, for we hope that we will be Zoche to 

have the Bais Hamikdash speedily in our days, and they should be Tahor, 

and prepared to perform the Avodah.  Even those with a מום are 

included in this, for as it says in Yeshaya 35:5, all will be healed from the 

blemishes, and will not have any blemishes which would disqualify them 

from Avodah.  All Kohanim will be able to serve in the Bais Hamikdash, 

so they all must be prepared to do so.  Targum Yonason is coming to 

answer this which seems to be a contradiction.  If one needs to be שלם, 

not have a מום, in order to perform the Avodah, then why does he have 

to be careful not to become Tamei?  The answer is that one must always 

have a great desire that Moshiach will come – Pinchos / Eliyahu will 

announce his coming. Then all will be healed, and all will be able to 

perform the Avodah – therefore all cannot become Tamei.  It is a  great 

Zechus for Pinchos, that through his action the Halacha that a Kohen 

who has a מום cannot perform the Avodah - for we then have the 

question, why does one who has a מום need to worry about Tumah?  

This then reminds all of us, Kohanim and all of Klal Yisroel alike, that we 

must always wait with great anticipation, and yearning for the arrival of 

Moshiach to come speedily in our days.   

“ 25:12 - בן איש חי  הנני נתן לו את בריתי שלום, לכן אמר ” – 

Why was Pinchos Zoche to the Bris שלום?  The Zohar Hakodosh 237b 

says that Pinchos saw the letter מ'  from the Malach Hamaves, from the 

name מות, hovering over Klal Yisroel.  It was trying to spill the blood of 

Klal Yisroel.  Pinchos grabbed the מ' , and sweetened it by saying the 

Name of Hashem.  He took that letter and added it to his own name. 

ח"ר is the Gematria פינחס , and when you add the מ'  it becomes ח"רמ .  

He then saw the letter ו'  from the name of the Malach Hamaves, מות, 

and also added it to his name, to make it רומח.  “ וידקור ...ויקח רומח בידו

  .spear, and killed Zimri and Kozbi ,רומח Pinchos took that – ”את שניהם

By taking the letters מ'  and ו'  from the Malach Hamaves, מות, Pinchos 

nullified the Malach Hamaves, and saved Klal Yisroel.  Pinchos took the 

evil from those two letters, and turned it to good, by using a sword to kill 

evil.  בתוכם“ – בקנאו את קנאתי בתוכם” – There is no need for the ו'  for 

there could have just been a Cholem on top of the ת'  therefore from this 

word we have – “ ו"בתוך מ ” – Pinchos avenged the jealousy of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, ו"בתוך מ  – through the letters ו"מ .  Pinchos was Zoche to the 

Bris of וםשל ו"של מ –   - The word של is a Loshon of grabbing, as in  שולה

ים מן היםדג .  He was Zoche to it for he grabbed the ו"מ  from the Malach 

Hamaves and turned it to good.   

יהודה החסיד' ר   - 25:12 “ הנני נתן לו את בריתי שלום, לכן אמר ” 

– The ו'  is cut like a י'  as a Remez that after י' , ten, generations Kohanim 

Gedolim will come from Pinchos – צדוק, in the days of Shlomo Hamelech.  

Until ten generations, the Kohanim Gedolim came from איתמר.  The 

reason that they did not come from Pinchos sooner than ten generations 

was because of the sin of Pinchos, that when Yiftach made a vow, 

Pinchos did not go to Yiftach’s house and annul the vow.   The ו'  is cut for 

Pinchos did not have complete שלום, for Ruach Hakodesh was taken 

away from him as a result of his sin.  (The vow was that if he was 

successful in battle, the first thing out of the door of his house would be 

brought as a Korbon.  When he returned home, the first thing out of his 

house was his daughter – which meant that he needed to bring her as a 

Korbon.  Certainly Yiftach never intended to bring his daughter as 

Korbon, rather he assumed that an animal would be the first thing to 

come out.  Yiftach did not want to go to Pinchos to annul the vow, and 

Pinchos did not want to go to him.  They each didn’t want to go to the 

other, for they felt that other person should have come to them.  They 

were both punished for this). 

“ 25:12 - רבינו אפרים  הנני נתן לו את בריתי שלום, לכן אמר ” – 

Generally, a Kohen who spills the blood of another person cannot 

perform Avodah in the Bais Hamikdash.  The Torah is telling us that 

despite Pinchos spilling blood – rather in this case – because of his 

spilling blood, he was Zoche to do the Avodah in the Bais Hamikdash.  

The ו'  is cut so that the words is written as שלים – complete.  This is to 

teach us that although Pinchos killed people, he was still a שלים, 

complete, in every way.   

“ 25:12 -  ילקוט האזובי  הנני נתן לו את בריתי שלום, לכן אמר ” – 

The ו'  of the word שלום is cut so that the words reads, שלים – complete.  

This is to teach us that Pinchos was Zoche to a Bris Sholom that was 

complete, meaning that it was a complete gift that is never ending.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why the ו'  of שלום is cut so 

that the word reads שלים – complete.  Pinchos had everything to lose by 

killing Zimri and Kozbi.  By killing people one would think that he would 

cause more Machlokes, the exact opposite of peace.  But in fact, by 

Pinchos killing Zimri and Kozbi, he brought peace between Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel.  The ו'  is not replaced with a י'  rather the ו'  is 

cut so that we read it with a ו' , though the written word is like it has a י' .  

Pinchos was Zoche to the Bris of complete Sholom.  Pinchos / Eliyahu 

was Zoche to the ultimate, Zoche to be alive eternally, so that he could 

always help protect Klal Yisroel.  His actions demonstrated what it meant 

to be a true Oved Hashem.  He did not take into account what the 

ramifications of his actions would cause himself, rather his sole desire 

was for the honor of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Whatever would happen to 

him because of his acting for the honor of Hashem was not relevant to 

him.  It was in this Zechus that he was Zoche to the highest accolade, the 

complete Bris of Sholom.  Eliyahu attends each and every Bris Milah.  He 

is there for everyone to know that the Bris Milah, is a Bris between 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu and each Yid in Klal Yisroel.  The Bris Milah is the 

first step in the covenant between us and Hakodosh Boruch Hu – but it is 

not yet complete.  We must emulate the ways of Pinchos, and our 

actions must be for the sake of Hashem.  If we act in that manner, then 

we will also be Zoche to have our Bris be a complete Bris.  It is also 

Eliyahu Hanavi who will be the one to announce the end to this Golus for 

it is he who was Zoche to a complete Bris of Sholom – one that we will 

all be Zoche to with the coming of Moshiach.  May we be Zoche to hear 

the announcement of the coming of Moshiach from Eliyahu,  במהרה

 !בימינו אמן


