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 פרשת בלק 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah 

and our dear daughter, Tova Zoe. 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 

 

 

  

וירא בלק בן צפור את כל אשר עשה ישראל "
)ב, כב" (לאמרי  

“Balak, son of Zippor, saw all that 

Israel had done to the Amorite.” 
 

The power of free will is illustrated in this week’s 

parsha with regards to Balaam’s journey to curse 

the Jewish people and how Hashem dealt with 

him.  He had such a strong desire to curse, but 

Hashem had mercy on the Jewish people and told 

Balaam explicitly not to go with Balak’s men.  

Nonetheless, he did not turn back from his 

wickedness.  He thought he might be able to 

defeat Heaven with his fierce desire, to the point 

that he would draw Heaven’s desire to match his 

own to curse the Jewish people.  When Hashem 

saw the ferocity of his impure desire to go, 

Hashem told him, “Arise and go with them.”1 2 

 

 

 בא לקלל ונמצא מברך
Came to Curse – Turned to Blessing 

 

Balak’s hatred of the Jewish people was extreme 

and immeasurable.  He so badly wanted to hurt 

the Jewish people that he tried to achieve his 

goal from all directions.  Maybe he would be 

successful if he built altars and offered sacrifices 

– maybe that would help.  Maybe if we observe 

the Jewish people from a higher vantage point – 

maybe that would help.  However, nothing 

helped.  Balak told Balaam, “For I know that 

whomever you bless is blessed and whomever 

you curse is accursed.”3  So, if the cursing did not 

work, why did Balak not ask Balaam to bless him 

and thereby protect him from being harmed by 
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the Jewish people?  This is the way of the 

enemies of the Jewish people – out of their 

abundance of hatred, they do not want good for 

themselves.  Rather, they want only to crush and 

trample the Jewish people, as much as possible.  

But, Hashem’s plan is for us to survive.  In place 

of the curses that this wicked person so badly 

wanted, that were at the tip of his tongue – 

Hashem placed such wonderful blessings in his 

mouth, such praises.  This was true for the 

wicked Balaam and it is true in every generation 

– they stand up to destroy us, but HKB”H saves 

us from their hands. 

 

We forget Who really runs everything here.  We 

get confused and think that we are in charge.  

One of Hashem’s appellations is “Master of all 

Deeds.”  Whatever is done in this world, from 

small to big, is all Hashem’s doing and 

Providence.  Whatever happens to us is 

Hashem’s will.  There is no one to blame: not 

other people and not ourselves. 

 

If we do not proceed with the emuna that 

everything is Hashem’s will – we quickly descend 

into anger, revenge, loshon hora and suffering.  

We must strengthen our emuna that there is 

nothing aside from Hashem! 

 

A person can get angry, want to fight, to 

knock down walls, to find the errors in others 

– but the moment we remember Who did all 

this – we are calmed, we return to ourselves, 
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we connect to this light that is called, “there is 

nothing aside from Hashem.” 

 

This world obscures Hashem’s light.  We must 

escape the concealments of sadness, of feeling 

disadvantaged and unsuccessful in life, that 

nothing goes well for us, like our lives are so 

difficult, that we have been frowned upon by 

fate, that we are unlucky. We must get out of this 

mindset and connect to the light of “there is 

nothing aside from Hashem.”  We must always 

improve our ability to contemplate true reality 

and see the hand of Divine Providence in every 

occurrence – the hand of HKB”H. 

 

We do not truly have emuna that Hashem can do 

everything for us.  Our days are filled with 

examples of this.  The laws of nature provide no 

hope.  We do not even begin to have emuna that 

it can happen.  We forget that Hashem is so great 

and He is truly All-Capable. 

 

If we realize how limited our intellect is and we 

have emuna that Hashem can save us, there is no 

limit to the solutions and salvations.  Emuna is 

the highest intellect that exists.  It is an intellect 

that tells us to cast aside our limited intellect.  It 

is an intellect that tells us: have emuna.  People 

return in teshuva because they have received this 

higher intellect, a Divine perception, that it is 

worthwhile to set aside their own imperfect 

intellect and follow emuna. 

 

Holy emuna takes this gray and difficult life - in 

which a person cannot find himself, everything 

feels closed off, with all of the difficulties that 

occur, each person with his own issues, where he 

feels stuck in a trap, such family issues, such 

childrearing troubles, such marital problems, all 

sorts of struggles – holy emuna comes along 

and turns all of this into an amazing and 

powerful melody – a melody that it was all 

preordained – that there is nothing aside 

from Hashem. 

 

So long as a person is saddened by events in his 

life, it is a sign that he is still far from holy 

emuna.  When a person merits complete emuna, 

nothing can break his spirit.  He feels no 

suffering, as Rebbe Nachman taught: “Know that 

all types of anguish and suffering are only a lack 

of knowledge – for one who has knowledge, who 

knows that everything is with Divine Providence, 

does not suffer, does not feel any misery because 

Hashem gives and Hashem takes.”4 

 

When the phrase, “everything is from Hashem” 

becomes the key slogan of our lives – our lives 

are entirely different.  The more a person 

manages to focus on this matter, that there is 

nothing aside from Hashem, that everything is 

from Him, the more he nullifies his suffering. 

 

Emuna is reminding ourselves, in every situation, 

in every challenge in life, that Hashem is All-

Capable – in the simplest meaning of the term.  A 

person realizes that according to the laws of 

nature, he has no hope – he gives up, he throws 

up his hands.  He must have emuna that the 

Creator of the World can do things that we never 

even thought of.  Just as He split the Yam Suf and 

the Jewish people crossed it on dry land – so too, 

He can do for us in relation to health, livelihood, 

shidduchim, in every area of life.  We must set 

aside our limited intellect and strengthen our 

emuna.  I do not understand anything.  I do not 

know anything.  Hashem is All-Powerful and He 

can rescue me.  How?  I do not know.  I can only 

daven – and not daven because I have been 

taught that I must daven – daven out of emuna 

that the only thing I have are my tefillos, nothing 

else in the world can help me. 

 

There really is no counsel, no ability, no power 

except to ask the Creator.  We must pray for 

everything, even the most insignificant matter in 

our lives.  There is nothing that does not require 

prayer.  Everything is from the Creator.  We have 

no other address. 

 

A person who clings to Hashem and constantly 

remembers that everything is from Hashem, that 

no one can hurt him in any way, take anything 

from him without Hashem’s permission and that 

Hashem runs His world with perfectly just 
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reckoning – lives a good life. 

 

More than anything else, we need bitachon.  

We cannot live tranquil lives without 

bitachon.  What is bitachon?  It means looking 

only to Hashem, not to any person.  I am in 

the Creator’s hands – He created me and He 

will give me whatever I need.  If He does not 

give me something – it is a clear sign that I do 

not need it. 

 

Hashem is great.  Everything is possible for Him.  

It is forbidden to minimize Hashem with 

expressions like: all is lost, it is hopeless, there is 

nothing to do.  If Hashem exists in the world: 

there is hope, there is emuna, there is a chance - 

anything is possible.  We must do teshuva for all 

of our sins and then lift our heads and ask, with 

humility and modesty.  On my part, I am not 

owed anything.  If I merit receiving - it is entirely 

from Hashem’s compassion.  We must place our 

trust in Hashem alone and not be afraid of 

anything or anyone. 

 

Hashem loves us so much.  He took the most 

wicked person and placed blessings in his mouth 

instead of curses.  We do not truly know how 

much Hashem loves us.  He has infinite love for 

us.  He is ready to turn over the entire world for 

us.  Our merits are not the results of our actions 

but from the fact that we are His children. 

 

“My firstborn son is Israel.”5  For you, and only 

for you, I created the world.  To bring you to 

freedom, I altered the order of creation.  I altered 

the system of nature; I overturned the world. 

 

HKB”H’s infinite love is unfathomable.  All of 

yiddishkeit is love.  It is the power of our bond 

with HKB”H, it is the amazing melody that 

plays throughout the world, the melody that 

reveals Hashem’s love to every Jewish soul. 

 

Who started the Jewish nation?  Avraham Avinu, 

the pillar of love.  How did he start the Jewish 

nation?  He received love for something elevated 
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and exalted and the love burned inside of him 

until he was prepared to be thrown into a fiery 

furnace for that love.  Just as every Baal Teshuva 

who has such a light unexpectedly revealed to 

him, that he begins to chase it, without 

understanding why.  He leaves everything 

behind and begins a new life, a true life. 

 

Love is the greatest power in the world.  Nothing 

can withstand it.  We have a mitzvah to love 

Hashem with our entire heart and soul.  That is 

the goal and purpose.  It is not a lofty level for 

unique tzaddikim – it is a command to every boy 

and girl – “you shall love Hashem, your G-d.”6 

 

Even if certain things are not expressly 

prohibited, if they do not fit with loving Hashem 

– they detach us from Hashem.  We must 

constantly assess whether we are connected or 

disconnecting, G-d forbid, from HKB”H.  All we 

want is Hashem – to look to You and wait for You 

to look back at us.  We need nothing else. 

 

How do we achieve this sweet connection?  By 

increasingly talking to Hashem.  Balak asked 

Balaam to curse.  How did Balaam answer?  

“Behold! It is a nation that will dwell in 

solitude.”7  How can I curse the Jews – they are 

engaged in hisbodedus.  “They are a holy nation 

who conduct hisbodedus.  They pour out their 

dialogue before Him constantly and think each 

day about their final days.  With this, they are 

protected from every enemy, adversary and foe.  

They ensconce themselves in the shade of 

Hashem’s wings.”8 

 

If we want real help, if we want to feel connected 

to Hashem – we must do hisbodedus.  We must 

find a hidden corner in the forest, the field, the 

house or even in shul when we place our tallis 

over our face.  Hisbodedus transforms life into 

something so sweet, so worthy – a life of true 

Divine closeness.  We so desperately need this in 

the midst of the stormy sea of life. 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Help me transform bad into good just as You turned Balaam’s curses into blessings.  Help me, Father, 

when I see or hear some flaw or weakness in another person – to immediately remember that I do not know what is in his 

heart, I do not know everything, I do not know what happened a minute earlier – so how do I have the nerve to cast 

aspersions?!  In addition, I know many nice and good things about him – why must I think and focus on the bad?  Why think 

about this at all when I can think of other nice things?  Why not think that I misunderstood and what I thought was shameful, 

was really positive? 

 

Master of the World!  The same goes for speech.  Help me guard my mouth that no forbidden word escape my lips.  Help me 

understand that it is utterly forbidden to speak ill of another person, even if I am speaking the truth.  If it offends the honor 

of someone else – it is prohibited.  Help me close my mouth, to pause for a minute before, to refrain – because sometimes 

the words are on the tip of my tongue and it is hard to stop.  Help me learn from those outstanding individuals whose mouths 

are so pure that they never utter a single negative word about anyone.  Help me not believe what I hear because I usually 

place a lot of faith in what other people tell me because: “why would they lie,” “where there is smoke there is fire,” etc.  I 

wish to only speak well of others – praises and kind words to everyone – only to glorify, praise and extol You, Father. 

 

Master of the World!  Help me connect to this light of “there is nothing aside from Hashem.”  Help me know that everything 

that happens is from You, Father.  I am still so far from this.  If someone hurts me – I get angry, I cannot stay calm, I tell my 

wife, I seem unable to think that it really comes from You, Father and there is no reason to get angry with anyone.  When my 

plans are disrupted, what should have taken an hour ends up taking three hours, and it is not my fault – I struggle with 

frustration because I could have accomplished so much in those two hours.  It is hard to stay calm. 

 

Help me internalize the knowledge that it is all Your doing and that is how You wanted it to happen.  That should cause me to 

be less irritated, less worried, less upset because I remember that everything, big or small, comes directly from You, Father, 

from Your compassion and so, it is necessarily good. 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 

complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 

in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 

attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. 
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How else can we achieve a strong and true 

connection to Hashem?  By starting to see the 

good in others.  Even if there is negative – ignore 

it.  Do not look for the flaws and faults.  Imitate 

Hashem.  “Hashem’s way is to look at the good 

that we do and even if there is some bad, He does 

not look at it, as the pasuk says, ‘He perceived no 

iniquity in Yaakov and saw no perversity in 

Israel.’9  All the more so, it is forbidden for us to 

look at the negatives in a friend, to find 

specifically what is not good and to seek flaws in 

our friend’s service.  To the contrary, we must 

look only at the good.”10 

 

To connect to Hashem, we must listen to what 
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Hashem tells us.  When a Jew constantly looks 

for ways to do Hashem’s will, he merits great joy, 

even when facing difficulties.  Our problem is 

that Hashem’s will is not always so clear.  If we 

really want to know – we must speak to Hashem 

and ask him over and over – and Hashem will 

show us.  If we refuse the messages, and 

stubbornly persist - we are in great danger.  “In 

the way that a person wants to go – he is led.”11  

That is what happened to Balaam.  HKB”H 

forbade him to go with Balak’s men but he 

insisted on going, so Hashem let him.  We know 

the end of the story.  When Heaven stops us – 

we must stop.  It is a message we must 

receive.   
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