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Vayechi 5777 - A Grave Mistake 

  
 

 In this week's parsha Yaakov Avinu senses he is 

dying and asks Yosef to ensure he not be buried 

in Mitzrayim. Rashi (Beraishis, 47:29), citing 

Chazal, offers several reasons for Yaakov’s 

animus toward a Mitrayim burial, the first of 

which is as follows: Yaakov had foreseen that the 

Egyptians would be pummeled with The Ten 

Plagues, the third of which was kinim-lice. This 

plague began by Hashem turning the topsoil of 

Mitzrayim into lice [which then rose and afflicted 

the bodies of the Egyptians]. Yaakov therefore did not wish to be buried in the ground of 

Mitzrayim because his corpse would be [for the few days of the kinim plague] suffering 

from said lice. On this, many ask the seemingly obvious question. Anyone with a working 

knowledge of The Ten Plagues knows that they did not afflict the Bnai Yisrael who lived 

in their own section of Mitzrayim known as Goshen. Since Yaakov presumably would have 

been buried in Goshen, there would be no lice of which to be afraid! (See Rambam to his 

commentary to Avos, 5: 4 who posits that kinim was an exception and did plague Goshen 

too, though it did not cause the Bnai Yisrael suffering.) 

 Perhaps we can say the following: The reason that Goshen was off-limits to The 

Plagues was because it was the enclave of the Bnai Yisrael, a nation of slaves being held 

prisoner. No one in Goshen [at the time The Plagues began] was living there by choice. 

No-one was sending postcards from Goshen to loved ones abroad, proclaiming "Weather 

is fine, wish you were here”. No siree Bob, this was their ghetto, a place where they could 

hold on to their way of life, religion and morals as best as possible, until the first 

opportunity for escape. Thus, the plagues which were directed against Egyptians did not 

belong in Goshen, for no Yid in Goshen felt like a card-carrying Egyptian.  

 Yaakov, close to death’s door, realizes that unlike others he does have an 

opportunity (through protekzia a.k.a. Vitamin P) to finally escape the clutches of Goshen 

and be buried in Eretz Yisrael. Not pursuing this avenue, allowing himself instead to be 

buried in the local Goshen Bais Hachaim would show that he indeed has a comfortability 

in hanging around in Goshen. And that would make Yaakov’s corpse now susceptible to 

all the Plagues heading for the Egyptians. 
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