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 שבועות

What should one be aware of when lighting candles on Yom Tov? 

 It is forbidden to extinguish a fire on Yom Tov. If a wax candle is being used for candle-lighting, 

one must be aware that even minimizing the amount of wax is considered an act of 

extinguishing. Therefore, one must be careful to avoid tilting the candle if by doing so wax will 

undoubtedly drip. It is permissible, however, to hold the candle at a slant when lighting it and 

continue holding it slanted, since the tilting was done prior to the lighting and not after it. Note 

that this applies when lighting on Yom Tov itself, as well as on Erev Yom Tov once the Bracha has 

been recited. 

 It is forbidden to create a new fire on Yom Tov. Therefore, one may not strike a match on Yom 

Tov since doing so creates new fire.  However, according to many Poskim a match may be used 

to transfer a flame from an existing fire to a candle. Since extinguishing is forbidden, the match 

may not be blown out. Rather, the match should merely be put down on a safe surface so that 

the flame will go out on its own. There are among the Poskim who view matches as muktze that 

should not be used even to transfer a flame from an existing fire.  

Is it permissible to add water to an urn on Yom Tov? 

One may add water to an urn on Yom Tov as long as one does not add more than one anticipates using. 

Note that if the urn does not have a “Shabbos Mode” switch or the switch is not turned on, only a small 

amount of water may be added at one time, since adding a large amount will immediately activate the 

boiling element, which is considered creating a fire and is forbidden. 

Are there restrictions to using the hot water faucet on Yom Tov? 

Although the hot water faucet may be used on Yom Tov, one may not turn it on unnecessarily. It is also 

forbidden to turn on the hot water faucet on the first day of Yom Tov for the benefit of the second day. 

For example, one is not permitted to wash dishes on the first day of Yom Tov for use on the second day. 

It is permitted, however, to place soiled dishes into a large bowl of water to prevent them from 

becoming difficult to wash on the next day. Note that one may not turn on the hot water faucet for this 

purpose. 

Is it permissible to place flowers into water on Yom Tov? 

It is preferable to place flowers into water before Yom Tov. If one neglected to do so, it is permissible to 

place the flowers into water that was prepared for them before Yom Tov. Note that this only applies to 

flowers that have fully budded; if the flowers have not yet fully budded, it is forbidden to place them or 

return them into water on Yom Tov.  

This halacha applies to Shabbos as well. There is an additional leniency on Yom Tov which allows one to 

add fresh water to the water that was prepared prior to Yom Tov.  
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