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פרה - פרשת כי תשא   
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear son and daughter, Jonathan & Ariella. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו ולרפואה שלימה:  
  
 

   

"וידבר ד' אל משה לאמר.  כי תשא את ראש בני 
)יב-ל, יאישראל לפקדיהם" (  “Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: When you take a census of the Children of Israel according to their numbers.” 

 The mitzvah of Para Aduma is the greatest secret of the Torah – it purifies a person from the most extreme impurities.  Yet, it is accomplished entirely outside.  There is a mountain upon which all of the preparations for the Para Aduma were performed – none of it was done inside the Mishkan.  It is all done outside – we burn it and, with its ashes, we purify the most impure people, those who were exposed to a dead body.  What is the secret?  While it is all done outside of the Mishkan, all of those involved looked to the Mishkan, to the place of the Holy of Holies – they did not avert their gaze.  This is the essential element of a benevolent eye – it fixates on the objective – it sees nothing else – it sees only the Mishkan - even when it finds itself outside.1    
 
אמונהב ניסיונות  Challenges in Emuna 

 Unbelievable.  After all of the miracles and wonders that the Jewish people saw with their own eyes at the Exodus from Egypt and the Splitting of the Sea, after they merited receiving the Torah with such signs and miracles - when the Creator of the World Himself, in His Glory, was revealed before their eyes – so soon thereafter, they created a Golden Calf as a god?  This was an act that encompassed all existing sins because “whoever submits to Avoda Zara is 
                                                           
 באור פני מלך 1

as if he denies the entire Torah”2  Can we comprehend this?  Even though they saw that Moshe was late in returning, even if they mistakenly believed that Moshe Rabbeinu died – to go so far as to create a Golden Calf?  Moshe had holy students whom they could have approached – sought their counsel – asked them for proper guidance. 3  All our lives, we fight for emuna, we aspire to rise up another rung and another rung of the ladder of emuna – emuna in Hashem, emuna in tzaddikim, emuna in ourselves.  Our reality is one of forgetfulness.  There are so many things that confuse us – mostly our egos and our personal desires.  When something does not go as we wanted it to – we are hurt, angry, broken, agitated.  These challenges generally take us by surprise, with no consideration of our plans.  It seems to us as if our lives are being disrupted.  This is just like the Jewish people who saw that Moshe was delayed in returning.  Chazal say that the word “delayed” (בושש) is “the sixth has arrived” (בא שש) – i.e. Moshe promised to be back by the sixth hour and it has already passed.  We constantly think only of ourselves and that makes us forget.  We are in a constant state of forgetfulness.  We – our bodies, our egos – what 
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they did to us, what they said to us, what they promised us and did not fulfill – we have, we lack, things are going well, they are not going well – all of these are forgetfulness.  We forget that everything is Hashem’s doing.  There is absolutely nothing else – there is only Hashem – He is the King, He rules over us and we must accept His dominion over us, we must coronate Him over us, we must accept the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven.  Several times each day, we recite “Shema Yisroel” to remind us at every moment of brokenness, sadness, confusion, hardship and worry, in every moment of challenge – that Hashem is One, He worries about us and He has tremendous compassion on us.  This is demonstrated in this week’s parsha – HKB”H taught Moshe how to beseech for mercy and instructed him to teach the entire Jewish nation that when some trouble befalls us, G-d forbid, what to do, to know how to beg for mercy, to recite the thirteen Attributes of Mercy.  That is why we read this on public fasts.  We try to reinforce ourselves and then we fall.  So, we begin again – and again, we fall.  It is not easy to withstand the challenges that a person goes through in serving Hashem – but we must never despair.  It is the yetzer hora that instills in us despair and inertia.  However, Rebbe Nachman taught this happened and it happens to every tzaddik and we must be warriors to defeat the yetzer.  Remember that Hashem loves your desire more than your successes.  If Hashem wants things to be so – I too want them to be so.  Do not say, “it is not for me” – do not lose your desire.  You can experience a thousand obstacles but no one can affect your desire!  It is yours!  You must want not only what you seem capable of – you must want to do Hashem’s will - even if it seems impossible.  In the difficulty of the challenge – a person builds himself.  When a person faces a challenge and breaks his personal will to do Hashem’s will – he is happy, he reveals himself as a greater person that who he was previously.  There are things we must endure.  Whether we want them or not, we cannot avoid them.  Our entire free-choice is in how we will traverse them.  If we do so with emuna that everything 

is for the best – we will actually see how everything transforms for the best.  If we do so without emuna, we will become embittered, discontented, full of blame – and there is no worse suffering in the world than being embittered and malcontented.  A person has relentless aspirations to achieve greater heights and insights – and he is repeatedly told to wait!  We cannot receive what we want right away.  You want?  It is beautiful that you want – now wait!  Chazal say that one who approaches to be purified – is told: “wait!”  Why do they not say, “welcome” and invite us in?  Because it is impossible to receive without prior preparation – without building vessels.  If a person receives without preparing, “for free” – he does not know how to value it properly.  The Jewish people waited for Moshe, who was late in returning, and they needed to wait.  There are delays in life.  We cannot receive everything instantly.  If a person does not learn the secret of patience, there is no possibility of drawing near to true service of Hashem.  Anyone who wants to come close to Hashem must know that it is impossible to have Hashem revealed to him instantly and to feel Hashem’s love suddenly.  We must work on patience.  And it is not that we will wait quietly and comfortably – while we wait, we will endure what we endure.  Sometimes it will feel like not only were we not welcomed but we were even pushed away and distanced.  However, if we do not stop fighting and we strengthen our desires, increase our tefillos, if we refuse to give up – we will certainly merit.    When the Steipler Gaon zt”l was young, he was sent to a Siberian labor camp.  The temperature would drop to forty-degrees below zero.  Employing various schemes, the Steipler managed to keep Shabbos in that awful place.  One Friday, he encountered a particularly cruel and malevolent officer who ordered him to remove his coat.  The officer then hung it from a high branch.  By the time the officer left, with an evil laugh on his lips, Shabbos had begun.  The Steipler was faced with a conundrum – it was 
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forbidden to remove the coat from the tree on Shabbos, but, without it, he would freeze.  He decided to wait five minutes without his coat and then he would retrieve it because he would be faced with a threat to his life, under which circumstances it would be permissible to violate Shabbos.  Five minutes later, he was shivering, but decided to wait another five minutes.  Thus, he continued every five minutes until after the conclusion of Shabbos.  The Jewish people erred with the Golden Calf because they followed their hearts and their base urges, their false lusts to permit adultery for themselves.  That is essentially our war in life.  One minute we taste the sweet flavor of dveykus (clinging), to which no pleasure is comparable – and a minute later, the powerful physical body overcomes and conquers.  “Master of the World, I want only You!  I do not want to sin anymore!  Save me!  Abolish my illicit desires!  Abolish my negative attributes!  You are All-Powerful!  Have mercy on me!  Rescue me!  Grant me wisdom!  Grant me strength!  Help me to not sin even one more time!  Why am I in this world – to sin?  To live a lie?  Master of the World, please save me!”  We are regularly confused by the charms of this world.  Therefore, we are warned, “See, I have placed before you today life and good, and death and evil … and you shall choose life.”4  Does a person really need to be told to choose life and not choose death?  It is a sign that here, in this world, everything is upside down – death appears as life and life appears as death.  Physicality and illicit desires appear to be the good life.  While true life – Torah and holiness – appear, G-d forbid, being as death.  Therefore, the Torah warns us!  It may well be that what you think is life is truly death.  “Master of the World, for how long will I chase fleeting illicit desires and forego eternal delights?  Did I come to this world to 
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eat and drink?  To gather riches?  When will I begin to desire life so I can see the Divine light?  When will I finally close my physical eyes to merit spiritual eyes, eyes that see Your light, Father?”  Gods of silver and gods of gold shall you not make for yourselves.”5  Why is it necessary to tell us this?  We were already told this in the Ten Commandments – “You shall not recognize the gods of others.”6  Why repeat it?  HKB”H knows how difficult this is, how fierce the body is and how it seeks vitality from base urges and the pleasures of this world.  However, it is impossible to appease a Jew with the banalities of this world.  Only one thing can truly calm the Jewish soul – our bond with Hashem.  If a person had a bit of serenity, he would see that all of this world is silliness.  The holy Torah says, “You shall know this day and take to your heart.”7  First is knowledge.  First, know the truth and then infuse it into your heart.  Do not follow the heart.  If you start with the heart – it leads to the Golden Calf.  “You shall not explore after your heart and after your eyes.”8  Cast aside your own personal intellect; submit to the higher intellect that is greater than you are.  When a person endures challenges, sets aside his limited intellect, and does what Hashem wants of him – he receives strength and joy.  There are situations in life in which we suddenly do not see Hashem.  A person endures suffering - he is depressed, broken, offended, worried – he does not see Hashem, his eyes are darkened.  He turns into a different person – he cannot think, he cannot function.  When everything is dark and we can see no solution to our problem – this is referred as a black hole.  Hashem is not found, G-d forbid.  Then, we think some positive thought, daven with some concentration, learn something, 
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 תפילה
 Master of the World!  Help me see the soul of others – to see the Divine spark in everyone and be excited by them.  Help me remember that every person is a portion of the Divine from above - that everyone has something amazing inside that we cannot always see.  We must seek.  Help me recognize that we are all Your “only child.”  We are all brothers – as we hear people refer to each other as “brother” – even when they do not know each other.  I pass so many people in one day.  Some of them are very close but sometimes it is only after many years that I reveal their unique light, the beauty of their soul.  Help me, Father, to look with benevolent eyes, to seek the good, to know that it is certainly to be found.  Help me primarily to see the beauty of my own soul.  If I do not see it, I will end up disqualifying everyone else to convince myself that I am not that bad.  Help me say kind words because I know what that does for me when someone approaches me and offers a kind word, words that encourage my heart.  Every time that I see this Jew, I sense Gan Eden – all because of the words he said.  Help me always judge favorably and when someone gets angry at another, blames him, complains about him or simply speaks negatively about him – help me stop him and offer an alternate explanation for their actions, a favorable explanation – because we can never be sure that what we think of others is actually true.  Help me, Father, root out my jealousy of others because it so strains my life.  It ruins my happiness.  Master of the World, I want to live with love for everyone and, in that merit, always feel You – because when we feel You, love You – it is the greatest pleasure in life. 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9        ז                         תשע" כ' אדר –March 18, 2017 For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at Dov@TLOE.us 
 

and remind ourselves that everything is from Hashem and for the best.  If it difficult to turn to Hashem even then, we must at least lift our heads, at least move our lips a little, even if it is impossible to speak.  All of this helps us close the black hole – it connects us to the place in which Hashem is always found.  It opens the heart and we find Hashem within the heart.  We find that protected element that connects us to Hashem.  Even if we fall – we begin new.  A person remains with his illicit desires, his confusions, his anger, his begrudging eye – he cannot tolerate that someone else is better than he is.  He resents their successes and elevation of his friends.  Nevertheless, he continues ahead – ever so slightly.  This slight hairsbreadth of progress tells HKB”H that he understands that he did not behave properly – “now I want to be different.  Help me.”  It may only be a small improvement, but HKB”H collects these hairs and builds His compassion with them.  The main challenges in life are challenges of emuna.  We cannot attain emuna except via challenges.  As long as we are found here in 

this world, we find ourselves in a war for emuna that does not end until our final day!  If a person does not understand this, every challenge and every crisis knocks him down and breaks him.  We must understand that the wars, downfalls, descents are not “part of life” – they are life itself.  We are here to acquire wisdom and emuna – to recognize Hashem – and this can only be done by way of battles.  Day follows night.  No light can arrive without prior darkness.  No level can be attained without struggling.  There can be no ascent without prior descent.    The more a person succeeds in internalizing this emuna that there is nothing aside from Hashem – the more he abolishes his suffering.  The moment that he connects to the source of life, he knows that there is nothing else.  The result is the resolution of all of his problems.  However, this is in stages – countless, gradual levels.  The more he recognizes that there is nothing aside from Hashem – the more he absolves himself of impediments and spares himself of many tribulations.  And he rises up and up… 


